Stotfold Town Plan Implementation Group (IG) 

Action Notes for meeting of 3rd March 2011

Present: Cllr Sheila Bundock; Cllr Anne Clarey (chair); Wendy Craig; Pam Manfield (notes); Glenn Rickwood;Clare Whitty

1.  Apologies: none

2.  Matters arising

a) PM apologised that the playground issue was not raised at her meeting with Richard Carr.

3.  Advice point

a) AC met Jenny Hedges and Sheila Grainger at the library on 7th February.  The library will provide a  dedicated computer with appropriate CAB display and house 8 leaflets on various topics.  Library staff will guide enquirers through websites if help is needed.  If more help is needed SG will give the phone number to link to Central Beds CAB counsellor.  

b)  The service will be advertised in Stotfold News.; SG will write a section about the library.  It would be good to have a letter about this in Stotfold News Action: PM

c)  The service will be launched at the Sunshine / Good Afternoon Club.  Jenny Hedges will give a presentations.

d) The Simpson Centre will also hold leaflets. SB will check if money is available for display racks.  Action: SB 

e)  JH is happy to train 2 volunteers who will need to dedicate one hour/week and have transport to Ampthill, Chicksands etc. This will also be advertised.  AC to seek advice on career paths following the volunteer roles.  Action: AC

Playgrounds/play equipment

a) Mary Cooper has held assemblies at St Marys; Roecroft have sought ideas via the School Council; AC discussed at the Red Bear Centre opening.

b) Feedback forms  (from 5 -12 year olds) are coming in; will go to the Recreations, Public Lands and Lighting Committee for discussion.  WC has volunteered to collate once all forms are in.  Action: WC

c) AC is applying to a funding website 'Parents for Playgroups' for £15k grant with a deadline of March 16th.  A play area can be nominated for improvement and a panel will choose finalists to go to a national vote.  Hitchin Road Recreation Ground has already been nominated by a number of residents.  

d) It was suggested that topics needing funding could be  website-searched on a monthly rota basis. PM to take the first slot.  AC agreed to second slot.

e) The Town Plan Implementation Group has a small amount of funding, with possible funding available for special projects from the Town Council Enhancement Commmittee.

List of community organisations/venues

a) WC has produced a list of some 120 groups but they need fine-tuning to enable the Town Council website to be updated. Action: SB to check.

b) It was noted the old paper directory has been replaced by the website, but paper copies should still be held in the Simpson Centre and the library.  Copies will be available for the developers of new housing.

4.  New Town Centre Evaluations

a) GR reported it is still unclear what is happening and he is continuing to check.

b) There is mention of a public piece of art costing £98k.  Action: GR  to see if this can be made something tactile, especially appealing to children.

c) GR has also been talking to schools about litter awareness.

5.  Recruitment

a) More members are needed.  Delayed till after the Town Council elections in May.

6.  Work to be carried out

a) Community organisations / venues ongoing.  WC/SB
b) A stall advertising the progress and plans of the IG to be part of Festival week, on 25th June. Gazebo with possibly balloons to attract attention or prize draw.  Action: PM to co-ordinate and send draft plan to all.

7.  Any other business

a) GR pointed out that the plans for the Saunders' Steam Museum, endorsed by the Town Council have several errors and conflict with  the Town Plan - no development on greenfield sites and lanes to the east of Stotfold to be held as quiet lanes. 

b) There will also be problems with vehicles exiting the museum to return south, who will be directed by satnavs down Astwick or Taylors Road. This conflicts with sections in the Town Plan about alleviating traffic problems.Action: GR to draft comments for AC to take to the Council.

c) GR pointed out that the deadline for objections was 11th March.

6.    Date of next meeting: 14th April at 2pm in the Simpson Centre. This meeting will look at the Town Plan and decide on future work.

