Stotfold Town Plan Implementation Group (IG) 

Action Notes for meeting of 20th January 2011

Present: Cllr Sheila Bundock; Cllr Anne Clarey (chair); Wendy Craig; Pam Manfield (notes); Glenn Rickwood. 

 Visitor: Jenny Hedges, Manager CAB, Central Bedfordshire

1.  Apologies: Sheila Grainger;  Clare Whitty

2.  Reinstatement of Action Point - to be renamed 'Advice Point - Stotfold'.

a)  AC reported that the Librarian had been very positive about housing an information point; the Library computers could be used and there is a small private area for confidential discussions.  This could be in action reasonably quickly; it will take a year for a volunteer to be trained.

b) The small office in the Simpson Centre could also be made available for confidential matters. A laptop could be made available for linking to websites.

c) It was agreed that wide advertising would be needed: Stotfold News and all noticeboards. A brief meeting would be needed with the group and JH to finalise adverts etc before this.

d) Jenny Hedges agreed CAB support could be provided; ideally via a Stotfold volunteer.  Several possible volunteers are currently being trained, but we could also advertise for additional volunteers, via Stotfold News; CVS sites and the national CAB site. Volunteers would need their own transport to get to the training in Ampthill.  Training takes one full year, though can be done part-time in two years. Volunteers would need to commit to 5 hours a week and be reasonably IT literate. Training is free and travel expenses are paid.

e) JH agreed that the Library wold be a good site as much of the relevant, up-to-date information is accessible via websites. She could set up a seminar for library staff on these.  It might be possible to have a dedicated CAB-linked computer one day/month.  Action: Cllr Clarey to discuss with the Library and send feedback to Jenny.

f) Phone appointments, with additional back up calls could also be made available.  It was noted that it is  important to have only one contact number.

g) The Advice Point would be in action once a month eventually.

g) JH agreed to send

*  a list of popular current information carried by CAB and a selection of leaflets

*   guidance on the best way to access CAB services 

* information on the volunteer role and recruiting advertisements.

* CAB information posters

h) SB suggested the Town Council be asked to provide clear plastic display racks in various sizes to enable information to be better displayed in the Simpson Centre foyer. Action: Cllr Bundock.

3.  Playgrounds and play  equipment

a)  Since no feedback had been received from the public, all schools had been approached for input.  Cllr Mary Cooper will report back on progress.

b) SB/AC had forwarded information on the intended plans for the Land South of Stotfold, which PM will bring to the attention of Richard Carr, CEO  Central Beds at her meeting on 28th January. 

c)  GR had also emailed Land Bank staff at Central Beds and will forward relevant information to PM.

4.  Monitoring of actions following Town Plan

a) Cllr Clarey had forwarded detailed monitoring sheets to BRCC.

5.  Community organisations and venues in Stotfold

a) The Implementation Group should create an up-to-date list of community organisations, which could be added to the Council website, with contact names and numbers.  A hard copy version should also be available for reference.

b) A list of venues available for community groups should also be updated and publicised via Stotfold News; the Council website and the Events Diary.

6.    Date of next meeting: to be confirmed 

