MINUTES OF THE TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 24TH MARCH 2010 AT 7.40PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey






A Cooper



Mrs D Haslett-Saunders






S Hayes

Also present:



Councillors Mrs Cooper, Mrs Hyde and Saunders, and the Clerk

289.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Smith due to illness.

290.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Hyde declared a personal interest in the reference to the Church Almshouses in the agenda item relating to Listed Buildings, as she is a Trustee.
291.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

MATTERS ARISING FOR INFORMATION

292.
Response to the Central Beds Site Allocations Development Plan document (see minute 287-24/02/10)

The Council’s response to the above consultation has been forwarded to Central Beds Council.

293.
CORRESPONDENCE

None to report.

294.
CURRENT AND FUTURE SCHOOL PLACE ALLOCATION

Members were asked to consider the standard school site size in relation to child place allocation for current Stotfold schools, and future school site size and place allocation for new schools.  It was pointed out by a Member that St Mary’s School is on a very restricted site, the school has expanded over the years and is about to have another extension.  In past years, preferred school sizes indicated a school of 240 pupil places should have 1.10 hectares, however Fairfield and new Roecroft Schools are a site size of 1.3 hectares.  St Mary’s School currently has an admission number of 245, so it is estimated that the site size should be 1.3 hectares to accommodate.  In order to ensure that current and future schools can accommodate the growth in required child places, particularly due to Stotfold’s new large scale developments, it is important to ensure that schools are of sufficient size to accommodate those larger numbers.

Resolved that Central Beds Education Department are asked what the current site size of Stotfold’s St Mary’s School is, what the standard site size is, and ask for the formula they use for site size in relation to required child places, together with the statistics they apply to that formula.

295.
STOTFOLD TOWN PLAN – ACTION POINTS AND MONITORING

As Chairman of the Town Plan Steering Group which produced Stotfold’s Town Plan, Councillor Mrs Clarey referred to the draft Plan monitoring sheets and specimen terms of reference for implementation group, previously circulated to Members.  She also referred to Laurent Martial’s comments at the Annual Town Meeting that we would be the first Plan to receive comments from Central Beds under their new scheme.  These comments can take several forms: support, offer of advice or funding, request for more information.  Sometimes a Central Beds service can indicate that an action may be contrary to an existing national, regional or local policy.  However we have not yet received the comments from Central Beds, although Laurent advises they will be forthcoming.  It is therefore important to wait to hear from Laurent before going too far forward.

The specimen constitution and terms of reference for a Plan Action Implementation Group can be adapted to our own needs, and it is suggested that a small group of Members get together to put together a draft constitution and terms.  The draft monitoring sheet has been put together by Councillor Mrs Clarey as BRCC don’t provide one.  Monitoring takes place annually in October by BRCC and we will be required to advise them of any progress made. BRCC also suggest refreshing Town Plans every five years or so, or as things happen within the community which might have an affect on the Plan.


As the Town Plan started with the Town Enhancement Committee and then the Town Plan Steering Group, it is suggested that the Implementation Group is an advisory group and makes recommendations to the Town Enhancement Committee.  The Group would also look at the Plan to establish actions relevant to Town Council Committees.  The Clerk advised that she is seeking advice on formation of advisory groups.  It is important that residents are involved in the implementation and monitoring processes and an advert will be placed in the Stotfold News at a later date to encourage residents to join the Group.

Resolved that Councillors Mrs Clarey, Mrs Bundock and Collier, and the Clerk draw up a draft constitution and terms of reference for the Implementation Group, and complete drafting of the monitoring sheet, using the documents previously circulated to Members, for presentation to the next meeting of this Committee.

 296.
SUGGESTED BUILDINGS FOR LISTED BUILDING STATUS

Members were previously provided with a copy of Councillor Mrs Bundock’s report on what listed building status means, how you go about listing a building and her proposed buildings for listing.  The suggested list is almost entirely from a suggested list put together in the past by the Mid Beds District Council Conservation Officer.  There are also other buildings which were on a previous ‘buildings important to the street scene’ list which could be added as possible listed buildings.


Members considered the report and the proposed buildings for listing, suggested others from the previous ‘buildings important to the street scene’ list, and it was:


Resolved that the Central Beds Conservation Officer is forwarded a copy of the attached list and asked for his opinion on whether it would be worth trying to get any of the buildings listed, before going ahead.  Advise that some of the list is suggestions from the former Mid Beds Conservation Officer.

297.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

It was pointed out that the recently issued NHS – ‘all about your health’ document giving contact details for health services, shows Larksfield Surgery as being in Hitchin, and also doesn’t show that Stotfold has an optician.  They will be putting an apology article in the next edition of the Stotfold News.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.27pm
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