

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2011 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper





S Dhaliwal


S Hayes





T Naisbitt

Also present:


The Clerk

383.
APOLOGIES

None received as all Members were present.

384.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Dhaliwal declared an interest in the item relating to the Co-op meeting, as he is a member of the Co-operative Party.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

385.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & RESPONSES

None present.

386.
CO-OP MEETING – THURSDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2011

Members were provided with a report on the recent meeting held between members of the Town Plan Implementation Group, four Town Councillors, the Clerk and three representatives of the Co-operative (Regional Portfolio Holder for Central & Eastern Co-op, Planning Manager for Central & Eastern Co-op, and Consultancy and Development for Co-op Estates).   A copy of the meeting notes is available on file.  The topics covered at the meeting were the aspect of the store on the High Street, banking provision, pedestrian safety, and external notice boards.  The Co-op representatives have taken away points made at that meeting, and the Clerk is working on the provision of Town Council and public use notice boards to be mounted on the wall of the Co-op building.

387.
TOWN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP MEETING – 15TH NOVEMBER 2011

Councillor Mrs Clarey provided the following report on the Implementation Group meeting with Councillor Ken Pollard regarding the viability of setting up a farmers market in Stotfold.

· An extremely productive meeting was held with Councillor Ken Pollard of Shefford Town Council.

· A farmers market was an idea that many residents were keen to see, as shown in the Town Plan (9.3 ii).

· Shefford has a regular ‘general market’ which is popular with residents, and the farmers market has developed out of this.  Theirs is a non-profit making enterprise and is seen as a community event.  They have 8 – 15 stalls per month, which is run for 9 months of the year.
· They charge 7.50 per stall and only provide the pitch.  Stalls holders are self-sufficient.  There is no charge in January or February.  Winter 2010 was very poor due to the weather.  First timers have 3 free visits in order to establish themselves.

· Takings support advertising costs.

· Teas and coffees are sold at the same time as the market is being held, from the Church Hall.  Trays are taken around the stalls.  This gives the Church an income as well.

· The meeting talked about public liability, trading standards, leaflet drops, how to deal with the local papers, selling advertising space, alcohol licences and the fact that you can run up to 14 farmers markets per year with no red tape.

· Could Stotfold support a farmers market?  Unlike Shefford we do not have a regular market.

· Farmers markets are on the decline in some places.

· Unfortunately we missed financing that was apparently available 4 years ago, all that is available now just funds ‘Tastes of Bedfordshire’.  Councillor Mrs Clarey will research this further.

·  The decision of the Implementation Group was that they would link into the farmers market at the Mill summer (possibly October) event.  As a group they might be able to recommend a stall somewhere locally that they feel might be worthy of an invite to Stotfold.  They would research stallholders to see if they would be prepared to give Stotfold farmers market a go.

· A site with a hard standing would be required, with a car park, toilets and tea/coffee making facilities.

· Also consider that a town/village with a charter market within a set amount of miles away, could dictate the day that we could hold a market.  Councillor Mrs Clarey will research more details on this.

· Finally, who would run the market?

Members considered the matter, with some of the following points being made: 

· Could site the market in the Memorial Hall as there is ample space, parking provision, kitchen, toilets and could ask the local churches to do any catering for their funds.  

· It is difficult to find an on street site in Stotfold, but we could encourage the Mill to expand their farmers market type stalls at their events.

· Queried if we have enough people who will support the market and make it viable.

The Town Plan Implementation Group will carry out more research and report back to the Town Enhancement Committee.

388.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were none.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.07pm

CHAIRMAN




DATED
24/11/11


