MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD JUNE 2010 AT 7.34PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey






A Cooper



Mrs D Haslett-Saunders

Also present:

Councillor Mrs M Cooper, Rob Uff – Central Bedfordshire Council Conservation Officer, and the Clerk

320.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Hayes and Smith.

321.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

322.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

MATTERS ARISING

323.
Current and future school place allocation (see minute 313-26/05/10)

The Headmaster at St Mary’s School has measured the size of the site, as Central Beds haven’t provided the answer, and has confirmed that it is 110m by 130m.

324.
Update on Section 106 Agreements (see minute 314-26/05/10)

Chris Mollart-Griffin has provided a copy of the plans for the cycle route along Hitchin Road.  These will be displayed for Members shortly.


Jim Tombe has been chased for a response as to what he intends on using the public transport contribution for.

325.
Investigations into asking Boundary Commission to include Stotfold within the Hertfordshire boundary (see minute 315-26/05/10)

Work on an investigative report on the above matter is being carried out.  It was confirmed that letters in recent local newspapers from residents giving their opinions will be included, and the newspapers will be asked if we would be able to have copies of any letters or comments they don’t print on the matter. 
326.
Town Plan Action Implementation Group (see minute 317-26/05/10)

The Fairfield Park Residents Association have been advised accordingly regarding timescales for identified actions within the Town Plan.  They have also been asked for their input and membership on the Implementation Group.

327.
CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence to report.

328.
LISTED BUILDINGS

Members were introduced to Rob Uff, Central Beds Council Conservation Officer who gave a report on Listed Building status and the process for applying.  He had previously been provided with a copy of our list for suggested buildings for Listing, and will visit each one and get back to us with his thoughts.

Applications for Listing can be made via the English Heritage website, which also gives the reasons and criteria for Listing a building.  When making an application you need to also submit supporting Ordnance Survey maps and evidence of historical importance, items of interest, etc.

In his capacity as Conservation Officer, he has worked on several buildings within Stotfold:

· Church at Fairfield Park – this building needs a new use and has a planning application for educational use as a college.  Continuation of use as a religious building would be preferable, and the Conservation team are against division of the building into flats.
· Roecroft Centre – works to the wall to the side/rear.

· Fairfield Isolation Hospital – some of the matters they originally raised in the early days of building have now been dealt with.

· Methodist Church – he has suggested this building for Listing before, but English Heritage didn’t feel it was quite special enough or rare enough to warrant Listing.

He advised that the Grading system will continue until the Heritage Protection Act comes into effect.


Grade 1 and Grade 2* – are the top 6-7% of all Listed Buildings.

 
Grade 2 – all others


Grade 3 (buildings with local importance) – hasn’t been reinstated.  This Grade only gave restricted protection and prevents demolition initially.


Three buildings within Stotfold which were previously on the local listing have now been demolished.


The Conservation team will be under great pressure in terms of budgets in the coming months, and the idea of local listings is now looking less likely.  There is a method of ‘spot listing’ if a building is under threat, but it can open the Conservation team up for compensation claims if the building is not ultimately Listed.  The building would usually be given temporary Listing for six months.


Copies of Conservation Area Appraisals were circulated for Astwick, Potton and Husborne-Crawley, for information.


With regard to our Town Plan, he confirmed that if there is a statement in the Plan regarding protecting buildings and areas of the town, he would want to encourage the powers that be to take the Plan’s contents into consideration.  He was provided with a copy of the Town Plan for his use.


With regard to Ford Bridge he was advised that Highways want to carry out strengthening works, and the Town Council has been working hard to stop work to an important bridge.  He advised that unfortunately the Conservation team has reduced influence when a building or structure isn’t Listed.

Mr Uff was thanked for his informative presentation.

329.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.15pm

CHAIRMAN
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