MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 2009 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Councillor Collier (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

A Cooper






S Hayes


Mrs A Clarey
Also present:
Councillor Mrs L Wilding, and the Assistant Clerk

276.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Mrs D Haslett-Saunders.

277.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.


MATTERS ARISING


Items for information (see minute 267 – 22/07/09)
278.
Phil Michinson of Aragon Housing advises that it is still their intention to find a suitable site for a replacement for Hallworth House. They are still pursuing the site to the rear of Larksfield Surgery, they have been applying for grant funding but have been unsuccessful so far.


To assist in being more successful they need to confirm numbers on the site and a revised design needs to be prepared. Due to the size of the project this will need to conform to EU regulations for the appointment of architect and employers agent. This is a lengthy process that is now almost complete and a revised sketch scheme is anticipated by December.


The development relies on money being available from the sale of the original Hallworth House. The current financial downturn has meant that they have been unable to find a purchaser at an acceptable price.


The advantage of developing this site is that it was coming free of charge from the County Council. Since the formation of Central Beds Council the ownership of the site and hence the ability/willingness to dispose of the site has not been finalised. They are aware of the possibility of this site not being available so are considering all sites that have become available on the market.


Concern was expressed by Members of the length time which has passed since the residents of Hallworth House moved out and there is still no replacement facility.


CORRESPONDENCE
279.
Central Bedfordshire Council – Progress of Local Development Framework

Correspondence has been received from Central Bedfordshire Council giving an update on the progress of the Local Development Framework for the northern part of Central Bedfordshire.

The Council’s Executive on 10th November considered a list of proposed sites recommended to them by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. A list of sites was agreed as the basis of the Site Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD).


This DPD is to be considered at the Central Bedfordshire Council meeting on 7th January and following that a public consultation will take place, and will run for 6 weeks. Once the consultation has finished the document will be submitted to the Government. An independent Planning Inspector will be appointed to conduct a Public Examination into the document and the Inspector’s report is expected around November 2010.
280.
TO COMMENT ON THE CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT  RURAL ENGLAND ON THE EAST OF ENGLAND PLAN CONSULTATION.

All members were previously provided with some notes and guidance from the Campaign to Protect Rural England on the East of England Plan consultation, and two copies of the full documents were  circulated to all Members.  

Resolved that the following comments on the East of England Plan consultation be forwarded to the East of England Regional Assembly. 
· The Town Council supports and endorses the response of CPRE Bedfordshire that Scenario 1 is the only one to be given serious consideration. Copy of CPRE report to be forwarded
· The Council endorses the response from Harlington Parish Council stating that this is a flawed document and a misguided policy. Copy of Harlington Parish Council document to be forwarded.
The Chairman  highlighted that Stotfold has first hand experience of this type of development, with 1000 homes built at Fairfield Park, but no employment opportunities. Consideration of town centres, airports, provision for gypsies and travellers, urban and rural transport, roads, walking, cycling and other non-motorised transport, parking and achieving sustainable development will not be reviewed, but are important to people.

281.
TO CONSIDER BUILDINGS WITHIN THE TOWN FOR REGISTRATION AS LISTED BUILDINGS 




Resolved that :
· Councillor Mrs Bundock is to revise and formulate a list of buildings for the Committee to consider at a future meeting.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.55pm
CHAIRMAN



DATED
19/11/09


