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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

A meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be held in the Council Chamber, Simpson Centre, Stotfold on Wednesday 9th November 2011 commencing at 7.15pm
A G E N D A
1.
Apologies
2.
Disclosures of Members interests on matters contained in this agenda

Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3.
Public participation – questions, comments and responses
4.
Localism – working together to manage and maintain countryside sites, public path network and definitive map

Andrew Gwilliam, Central Beds Council Footpaths Officer will be in attendance to discuss their suggestions for managing and maintaining countryside sites, etc.  Potential management options for our consideration were given at the June meeting of this Committee. (see Clerk’s Report)
5.
Clerk’s Report for information

See attached sheet.
6.
Executive action – use of The Green

To approve executive action taken by the Clerk in permitting the Football Club to use The Green for parking for their annual fireworks display on 5th November 2011.
7.
Proposed bus shelter – High Street

To consider approving the location of a proposed bus shelter (relocated from Arlesey) close to the Co-op on High Street.  The relocated sheltered would be cleaned and any necessary repairs made before being sited on a suitable hardstanding.  It would be a condition that the Town Council takes responsibility for future cleaning and maintenance.  (Details on the shelter and the proposed location are attached for Members)
8.
Centenary Wood – lectern information notice

To approve the proposed lectern information notice produced by Teasel for Centenary Wood (copy of notice attached for Members).

9.
Nature Reserve – memorial to a Councillor

To consider a request from Teasel for Council to purchase bluebells to be planted in the Nature Reserve in memory of the late Councillor Malcolm Smith.  Cost £50.
10.
Play equipment review

A site meeting has been held at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground to consider new play equipment and its siting.  Members are asked to consider quotes received as appended.

11.
Open space adoption – Heron Way/Waters End – access to land

We have now received a copy of the Title Information Document which shows Stotfold Town Council as the new proprietors with title absolute of the three areas of open space land in Heron Way/Waters End.  Members are asked to consider whether to install a pedestrian access field gate or kissing gate to the large triangular piece of land whilst securing the existing large gate against unauthorised vehicular access.  As the owner of the land to the rear of the triangle has right of access over our land, he would need a vehicle access key.  Costs for a pedestrian access gate start from £180 plus vat, kissing gates start from £190 plus vat.  Plus padlock and keys for vehicle access gate.
12.
Norton Road Allotments

Following the September meeting of this Committee, Members are asked to reconsider their decision on asking the unauthorised persons using the triangular piece of land at Norton Road Allotments to vacate the plot, based on incorrect information being available at the time the decision was made.  The person has made an appeal and has submitted a letter to Members (enclosed) explaining the history of their use of the piece of land in question.  If they were to vacate the plot, with the plot then being offered to the next person on the waiting list, they are the next person on the list.
13.
MUGA CCTV system

Following discussions at the estimates meeting, Councillor Dack and one of the MUGA caretakers have met and assessed the current CCTV system.  Members are asked to consider the future of the CCTV system.  Please see attached report. 
14.
Rubble on Mill Lane

Following the November Council meeting, this Committee is asked to consider whether it feels that the rubble and temporary fencing on the boundary of farm land and highways verge enhances the town, and whether it feels it should actively look to have it removed.

15.
Litter hotspots around the town


Members to advise on litter hotspots - areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.

16.
Faulty lighting


Members to advise on faulty lighting around the town and related issues.
17.
General work


Members to advise on general work to be carried out relating to this Committee.
18.
Items for information purposes only.

Mrs Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk
4th November 2011
To: 
Councillors Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey, Collier, Cooper, Mrs Cooper, Dack, Hayes, Mrs Hyde, Saunders and Stoter.  

Other Councillors for information only
CLERK’S REPORT
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee
9th November 2011
ITEM 4 – LOCALISM – WORKING TOGETHER TO MANAGE AND MAINTAIN COUNTRYSIDE SITES, PUBLIC PATH NETWORK AND DEFINITIVE MAP

For Members’ information, the proposed management options given at the June meeting were:

Assisting in the maintenance of your path network through:

· Managing vegetation clearance works including budget spend by local contractor, farmers or volunteers

· Encouraging local farmers, contractors and volunteers to be involved in other maintenance such as bridge and gate construction

· Encourage local farmers or landowners to review their path structures and improve accessibility where possible

· Set up network of local wardens to report back current condition, defects, etc

· Set up Local Volunteer Group (P3)/Friends Group (if none already exists) to help with path monitoring and maintenance 

· Assisting in the maintenance and review of the Definitive Map and Statement through:

· Working with officers on local Improvement Schemes

· Identifying priorities for resolution of Definitive Map Anomalies such as missing links or parallel used routes

· Making the initial approach/consultation to landowners/tenants on public path changes and additions

· Co-ordinating responses to planning applications that affect local paths

ITEM 5 – CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION
Correspondence received and available for Members – Tree News Issue 21

· Minute 6425-14/09/11 – Councillor Saunders has chased Highways regarding ownership of grass verges and extended footways in Highbush/Hyde Avenue to provide parking spaces for residents, and advises that they inspected the area in May and feel this is a low priority at this time.

· Minute 6428-14/09/11 – The goal post on The Green has been re-sited to its new position.

· Minute 6434-14/09/11 – The tarmac at the Brook Street Car Park has now been repaired at the quoted price of £325.

· Minute 6440-14/09/11 – The application for the Free Tree Scheme’s ‘Wood Fuel’ pack has been submitted, and we should hear whether we have been successful shortly.

· Minute 6441-14/09/11 – With regard to whether wood preservative/treatment is required for the newly installed wooden zip wire, Wicksteed advise that it is not a requirement as it is pressure treated, but it is advisable to apply wood preservative once a year.  Mr Summerfield will be asked to undertake this when treating the wooden bus shelter.
· Minute 6442-14/09/11 – The Committee’s rolling programme has been amended as per agreed at September meeting.

· Minute 6444-14/09/11 – The new security keys for the MUGA have been purchased as per quoted price, and have been distributed to the regular hirers.
· Minute 6449-14/09/11 – The Highways walkabout with Amey will be carried out in due course.
ITEM 13 – MUGA CCTV system

Councillor Dack’s observations are as follows: the MUGA is in a very poor state of repair and has been vandalised, and his opinion, parts are dangerous.  The tarmac needs resurfacing, the padlock part of the lights box has been vandalised to the point that it does not lock and the wooden tops to the barrier separating the two areas are in such a poor state of repair that it is dangerous with splinters.

Members are asked to consider the following options. 

1) Continue using the system as it is.
2) Leaving the cameras in situ but turning off the system.  This could save £700 per year on camera service contract costs and unknown potential maintenance/repair costs.  Leaving the cameras in place may still act as a deterrent to vandalism.  There would be staff duty implications as the two MUGA caretakers are required to regularly change the tapes.  There are no insurance implications, however consideration should be given to our risk management.  If we removed the insurance for the CCTV system from our policy this would further reduce our insurance premium.  The cameras remaining in place wouldn’t therefore be insured.
3) Purchase new digital CCTV system – using the existing cameras if possible.  Digital systems require a telephone line and the nearest place a cable could run from is the football club.
Order of meetings for 9th November 2011


7.00pm	Planning


7.15pm Recreation Grounds, Public Lands & Lighting Committee
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