

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE, HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 2011 AT 7.23PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





B Collier


A Cooper





B Dack



S Hayes





Mrs J Hyde


B Saunders





L Stoter

Also present:
Andrew Gwillam, Central Beds Council Rights of Way Officer and the Clerk

6468.
APOLOGIES

There were no apologies for absence as all Members were present.

6469.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in the item relating to rubble in Mill Lane as she is currently storing the fence/gate for the farmer.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6470.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

6471.
LOCALISM – WORKING TOGETHER TO MANAGE AND MAINTAIN COUNTRYSIDE SITES, PUBLIC PATH NETWORK AND DEFINITIVE MAP

Andrew Gwillam introduced himself as Central Bedfordshire Council’s Public Rights of Way Officer.  As part of the Government’s new Localism ideas, Central Beds Council is trying to work better with local residents and groups in parishes and to work together with them to manage and maintain countryside sites, the public path network and the definitive map.  Proposed management options were previously set out at the June meeting of this Committee and Mr Gwillam went through each point in turn.
1) Managing vegetation clearance works including budget spend by local contractor, farmers or volunteers
Contractors already clear several paths in Stotfold, but he would like to be advised if there are others not being maintained that we feel should be.  Can other local people contribute towards clearance works, farmers and landowners can be paid to carry out footpath clearance work on their land.

Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest at this point as she tenants the land in question, and commented that clearance work on the Kingfisher Way over land she tenants has been done very well over the last two years.

2) Encouraging local farmers, contractors and volunteers to be involved in other maintenance such as bridge and gate construction
Volunteers can be trained by Central Bedfordshire Council for this work, and equipment can be provided.  This sort of work can be carried out by our P3 group (Teasel).
3) Encourage local farmers or landowners to review their path structures and improve accessibility where possible
Stotfold is a nil stile parish and so this doesn’t apply.

4) Set up network of local wardens to report back current condition, defects, etc
Suggested that an informal team to check and report back would be useful.
5) Set up Local Volunteer Group (P3)/Friends Group (if none already exists) to help with path monitoring and maintenance
Stotfold already has a P3 group (Teasel), and the Central Beds P3 Officer has produced a report on their work.  We have a well-functioning P3 group, although it is biased towards the Mill.  P3 has its own budget for training and equipment.

6) Assisting in the maintenance and review of the Definitive Map and Statement through working with Officers on local Improvement Schemes
Are there routes not on the Rights of Way map that we feel ought to be included to be ‘connective routes’?

7) Identifying priorities for resolution of Definitive Map Anomalies such as missing links or parallel used routes
Anomalies of legal rights of way could be where the legal line of the footpath is not correct.  These are slight errors and can be corrected by way of an Order.

8) Making the initial approach/consultation to landowners/tenants on public path changes and additions
A Public Path Order is needed to change the Definitive Map.  He will go through the Map with P3.

9) Co-ordinating responses to planning applications that affect local paths
Asked that we think about what can be gained through Section 106 Agreements for our town.  This will shortly be changed to CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy).  Money could be used from developers to maintain our footpath network.


Mr Gwillam referred to the recent planning application for dwellings at Taylors Road and a discussion took place regarding the correct line of the public footpath.


Resolved that a letter of support is sent to Central Bedfordshire Council to advise that we support their endeavours to extend a footpath to the south east and north east of the Taylor’s Road site.  Local knowledge shows that was the original route of the footpath.  This would create a circular walk around the proposed development site.

A discussion took place regarding the stub end of Baldock Road which is often used as a route to the A1M services via the farm track adjacent to the A507.  It was suggested to Mr Gwillam that this might be a connective route path he could consider.


Mr Gwillam advised that he had looked at our website and recommended that we include a link to the Rights of Way pages on the Central Bedfordshire Council website.  The Clerk will do this.


Mr Gwillam was thanked for his attendance and he left the meeting.

6472.
CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Correspondence received and available for Members – Tree News Issue 21, Open Space Autumn 2011 and Allotment & Leisure Gardener Issue 4.  Correspondence has also been received to advise of a change of Highways Area Stewards, Jill Cross is now based at Dunstable and Chris Clark is at the Bedford depot.

· Minute 6425-14/09/11 – Councillor Saunders has chased Highways regarding ownership of grass verges and extended footways in Highbush/Hyde Avenue to provide parking spaces for residents, and advises that they inspected the area in May and feel this is a low priority at this time.

· Minute 6428-14/09/11 – The goal post on The Green has been re-sited to its new position.

· Minute 6434-14/09/11 – The tarmac at the Brook Street Car Park has now been repaired at the quoted price of £325.

· Minute 6440-14/09/11 – The application for the Free Tree Scheme’s ‘Wood Fuel’ pack has been submitted, and we should hear whether we have been successful shortly.

· Minute 6441-14/09/11 – With regard to whether wood preservative/treatment is required for the newly installed wooden zip wire, Wicksteed advise that it is not a requirement as it is pressure treated, but it is advisable to apply wood preservative once a year.  Mr Summerfield will be asked to undertake this when treating the wooden bus shelter.
· Minute 6442-14/09/11 – The Committee’s rolling programme has been amended as per agreed at September meeting.

· Minute 6444-14/09/11 – The new security keys for the MUGA have been purchased as per quoted price, and have been distributed to the regular hirers.

· Minute 6449-14/09/11 – The Highways walkabout with Amey will be carried out in due course.
· The notice board is now in place at Fairfield.

6473.
EXECUTIVE ACTION – USE OF THE GREEN

Members were asked to approve executive action taken by the Clerk in permitting the Football Club to use The Green for parking for their annual fireworks display on 5th November 2011.


Resolved that the executive action taken by the Clerk in authorising the Football Club to use The Green for parking is approved.

6474.
PROPOSED BUS SHELTER – HIGH STREET

Members considered approving the location of a proposed bus shelter close to the Coop on the High Street.  The relocated shelter would be cleaned and any necessary repairs made before being sited on a suitable hardstanding.  A condition is that the Town Council takes responsibility for future cleaning and maintenance.

Resolved that we accept the siting of the bus shelter in the proposed location and that we undertake to clean and maintain it once sited.  Request that the shelter is painted green in line with other street furniture in Stotfold.
6475.
CENTENARY WOOD – LECTERN INFORMATION NOTICE

Members considered the proposed lectern information notice produced by Geoff Hoile on behalf of Teasel for Centenary Wood.


Resolved that we accept the information notice, and that thanks are given to Geoff Hoile for his work.

6476.
NATURE RESERVE – MEMORIAL TO A COUNCILLOR

Members considered a request from Teasel for Council to purchase bluebells to be planted in the Nature Reserve in memory of the late Councillor Malcolm Smith at a cost of £50.


Resolved that bluebells are purchased at a cost of £50, to be planted in the Nature Reserve in memory of the late Councillor Smith.  Cost from Open Spaces budget.
6477.
PLAY EQUIPMENT REVIEW

A site meeting with Members of this Committee has been held at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground to consider new play equipment and its siting.  Members considered quotations for relevant play equipment.  It was noted that the cone climber wouldn’t be high enough and the Clerk was asked to obtain prices for the next two highest cone climber pieces of equipment.

Resolved that prices are obtained from Play & Leisure for the two highest cone climbers and that the cantilever basket is purchased from Play & Leisure.  The Clerk is authorised to spend up to £11,000 on the highest cone climber possible and the cantilever basket – to include delivery, site security fencing, installation and grass matting.  Costs from the Recreation Ground Rolling Improvements Earmarked Reserves and remainder from Open Spaces budget.
6478.
OPEN SPACE ADOPTION – HERON WAY/WATERS END – ACCESS TO LAND

We have now received a copy of the Title Information Document which shows Stotfold Town Council as the new proprietors with title absolute of the three areas of open space land in Heron Way/Waters End.  Members considered whether to install a pedestrian access field gate or kissing gate to the large triangular piece of land whilst securing the existing large gate against unauthorised vehicular access.  As the owner of the land to the rear of the triangle has right of access over our land, he would need a vehicular access key.  Costs for a pedestrian access gate start form £180 plus vat, kissing gates start from £190 plus vat.  Plus padlock and keys for vehicle access gate.


Resolved that a pedestrian access gate is purchased, together with any necessary additional fencing adjustments in the course of installing the gate, and a padlock and key for the vehicle access gate.  Costs from the Open Spaces budget.


The Clerk will check our position regarding the gate onto our land from a neighbouring dwelling.

6479.
NORTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS

Following the September meeting of this Committee, Members reconsidered their decision on asking the unauthorised persons using the triangular piece of land at Norton Road Allotments to vacate the plot, based on incorrect information being available at the time the decision was made.  The person has made an appeal and has submitted a letter to Members explaining the history of their use of the piece of land in question.  If they were to vacate the plot, with the plot being offered to the next person on the waiting list, they are the next person on the list.


Recommended that in light of the information now provided, the Committee amends its previous resolution.  We are happy for the person to keep the plot, with a new tenancy agreement being set up.
6480.
MUGA CCTV SYSTEM

Following discussions at the October estimates meeting, Councillor Dack and one of the MUGA caretakers have met and assessed the current CCTV at the MUGA.

Councillor Dack’s report:


The MUGA is in a very poor state of repair and has been vandalised, and in his opinion, parts are dangerous.  The tarmac needs resurfacing, the padlock part of the lights box has been vandalised to the point that it does not lock and the wooden tops to the barrier separating the two areas are in such a poor state of repair that it is dangerous with splinters.


Options:

1) Continue using the system as it is.
2) Leaving the cameras in situ but turning off the system.  This could save £700 per year on camera service contract costs and unknown potential maintenance/repair costs.  Leaving the cameras in place may still act as a deterrent to vandalism.  There are no insurance implications other than a reduction in premium for the uninsured cameras, however consideration should be given to our risk management. 

3) Purchase a new digital CCTV system – using the existing cameras if possible and replacing the VHS box with a DVD system.
Resolved that a price is obtained for a digital CCTV system, using the existing cameras if possible, and to include a maintenance contract.


For health and safety reasons it was further:


Resolved that Mr Summerfield is asked to replace the wooden tops dividing the two areas of the MUGA.

6481.
RUBBLE ON MILL LANE

Following the November Council meeting, the Committee considered whether it feels that the rubble and temporary fencing on the boundary of farm land and highways verge enhances the town, and whether it feels it should actively look to have it removed.


It was reported that the rubble pile is there as a deterrent to unauthorised access to the field and is a temporary measure.  The farmer has already been spoken to and he has plans to re-hedge that section of the boundary line.  The metal fence will be replaced by a metal gate.  There were concerns that whilst the temporary mound is there it may attract others to dump rubbish or rubble and it was suggested that the mound could be disguised with earth.


Resolved that although we appreciate that the mound is a temporary measure, ask that he disguises it to deter unwanted flytipping.

6482.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND TOWN



Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· Footway from the Pig & Whistle Public House car park to Hitchin Road is littered.

· Rubbish in the ditch on Taylor’s Road by the site of the former Motorola building.

6483.
FAULTY LIGHTING
Resolved that the following is reported to Highways:

· Alexander Road (High Street end) – last lamp on the left facing High Street at the hammerhead is not working.

· Hitchin Road roundabout – multiple lights not working again.  The faulty lights will be marked with tape to assist Highways as they are not numbered.

· The Green (Regent Street side) – two lights not working adjacent to the bus stop.

· Hitchin Road - Column number 1 outside the Methodist Church is not working.

· A507 heading towards the A1M, lamp head is missing.

Resolved that the following is reported to the relevant bodies:

· Fairfield Redevelopments Ltd - multiple lights not working on Elliott Way.

· Land South of Stotfold - multiple lights not working around the site.

6484.
GENERAL WORK



Resolved that the following work is reported:
· Site manager for the Land South of Stotfold is to be asked to ensure that lorries making deliveries to their site use the correct route, as some have been driving down Brook Street or Coppice Mead/Hazel Grove.
· Water meter cover is missing outside 42 The Avenue.

6484.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Update on drainage works from Highways:


The jet/vac will attend to the gully in Norton Road in the next few weeks.


Investigations on blocked gullies have found the following:

High Street Stotfold

Minimum of six breaks in the surface water piping identified between The Avenue and Church Road

All gullies between Regent Street and The Avenue underneath the trees are blocked with roots

Problem at gully outside no. 98, possibly due to a nearby broken pipe 

All these problems will need to be tackled together as a capital funded scheme in the next financial year due to the number of problems identified

Regent Street Stotfold 

Broken gully connection near junction of The Green – programmed for repair this month

The Green Stotfold

Broken gully connection near junction with Rook Tree Lane - programmed for repair this month

Broken surface water pipe opposite layby – programmed for repair this month

Arlesey Road Stotfold

Many broken connections to offlet gullies – all locations to be investigated in next financial year

Broken gully connection near garage – to be programmed for repair

Queen Street

Break in main surface water run in centre of carriageway near No. 15 – to be programmed for repair - road closure will be required

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.26pm

CHAIRMAN




DATED
21/11/11


