MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9TH MARCH 2011, AT 7.20PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey






B Collier


S Hayes






Mrs J Hyde


B Saunders






L Stoter

Also present:



Paul Redwood of TEASEL, and the Clerk

6301.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Mrs Lewin.

6302.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillors Mrs Hyde and Hayes declared an interest in the matters arising item relating to the Common Road Allotments, as they are both Charity Trustees.

6303.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no questions from the public.


MATTERS ARISING

6304.
Clerk’s Report – urgent matter (see minute 6280-02/02/11)

The repair works on the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground are now complete, and the facility is being hired again by regular users.

6305.
Common Road Allotments – Parking issues (see minute 6281-02/02/11)


Written confirmation has been received to advise that the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field Trustees have approved the budget for the work to provide a car park at the allotment site.  The office will now make arrangements for work to commence.
6306.
Ford Bridge & A1M/Wrayfields (see minute 6282-02/02/11)

Basil Jackson continues to be chased for a response following the site meeting regarding the Ford Bridge and A1M/Wrayfields access.

6307.
General work (see minute 6283-02/02/11)

Highways have been chased again for a response to a request for pre-warning signs for the new Hitchin Road roundabout road markings.

6308.
Central Bedfordshire Prioritised Works Programme 2011-2014 (see minute 6285-02/02/11)

The following has been received in response to our queries raised regarding the CBC Prioritised Works Programme:


Footway retread work for The Avenue to be re-prioritised higher than High Street

This request has been passed to Structural Maintenance Working Group to consider along with others received through the consultation process.


Footway from Regent Street along Trinity Road to Vaughan Road (both sides)

As above.


Taylors Mill Bridge

This bridge consists of twin brick arches beneath carriageway and a large reinforced concrete slab that supports the verge.  Both parts of the structure have failed their assessments and have a capacity of 7.5t gross vehicle weight.  The scheme involves replacing the shallow twin arches beneath the carriageway with buried reinforced concrete slabs.  The scheme also includes some minor kerb re-alignment to allow safety barriers or bollards to be installed to prevent vehicles from travelling on the slab that supports the verge.


Several options for strengthening whole bridge and/or reducing traffic loads have been considered and the proposed solution is considered the most economical and least disruptive to road users and local residents.


Stotfold culvert (Brook Street)

This is the culvert on Brook Street.  They are looking into the records for culvert on Hitchin Road to see if there is any value in considering both structures at the same time.  The culvert on Heron’s Way was constructed more recently and does not require any work at this time.


Church Bridge

This is the bridge that carries Astwick Road over the River Ivel near Astwick.
6309.
Faulty lighting (see minute 6288-02/02/11)

Terry Seymour advises that he can find no fault on the lighting columns on the Riverside Playing Field bark path.  Members advised that that the lights have a timing fault as they come on during daylight hours.  The 2nd one in from the car park doesn’t always light up at night.
6310.
Heron Way/Waters End adoption (see minute 6294-02/02/11)

We are awaiting a copy of the transfer document for signing.  Following the Committee’s wish to have the gate removed from the triangular piece of land boundary, our Solicitor advises that unless the boundary structure actually belongs to the Council, he feels we do not have the right to ask him to remove the gate, although we can stipulate that he may not use it to cross the land.
6311.
Request for dog waste bin (see minute 6295-02/02/11)

The dog waste has now been installed outside the Nature Reserve on Mill Lane, and it will be included in the Central Beds regular collection service.


CORRESPONDENCE

6312.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk

-
Allotment & Leisure Gardner Issue 1. 2011


-
Trees Volume 69 January/February 2011

6313.
Play Rangers – use of Hitchin Road Recreation Ground

Members considered a request from the Central Bedfordshire Council Play Rangers to use the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground for one of their play sessions, on Friday 15th April 2011, 2.30pm to 4.00pm.


Resolved that Play Rangers are permitted to use the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground as above.

6314.
TEASEL update

Paul Redwood of Teasel gave the following update:


Nature Reserve

The informal opening of the Nature Reserves (Mill Meadows) will be 2nd April.  The circuit walk has been completed, signage will be done in a week, the car park for 24 cars and 4 disabled spaces has been completed, the containers have been moved and the area fenced, hedging has been ordered from Colin Carpenter (Community Tree Trust) to strengthen the road boundary.  The cycle shelter will be in place shortly, new gates will be erected on 15th March, and the visitor shelter will also be in place soon.  


A formal opening date for the Nature Reserve hasn’t been set yet, but it is hoped to be in June.  Council representatives will be invited, and it is hoped that Baroness Young will carry out the official opening, and be attended by Sir Samuel Whitbread.  Teasel have thanked the Council for getting the dog waste bin installed.


Teasel have concerns regarding the condition of trees in the old Baldock Road area, as three trees in the last two years have fallen into the Nature Reserve and could be a danger to visitors.  There is also a large Ash between Meadows 1 and 2 which will need annual checks.  As the old part of Baldock Road is still the responsibility of Highways, Teasel will contact them regarding their safety.  


A request was made for the entrance to the Nature Reserve to be better publicised.  Signs will be in place next week, and it was confirmed that the entrance will be via the kissing gates.  It has been confirmed that the Nature Reserve is now an East of England Tourist Board Attraction.  The local area of the River Ivel has been confirmed as a County Wildlife Site, and they are trying to include Meadows 2 and 3.


As part of the Local Nature Reserve status, they are required to have a management team in place.  Councillor Stoter has offered his support and Richard Lawrence, who wrote the management plan for the Mill Meadows will also be joining the team.  The Terms of Reference will be ready in the next two to three weeks.


With regard to finances, it was confirmed that Teasel have £670 remaining in the Centenary Wood/Teasel budget, and a request was made for £600 of that budget to be spent on purchasing the third lectern for the Reserve.





Resolved that the sum of £600 is spent on a lectern for the Nature Reserve.

Kingfisher Way

Paul Redwood asked if Teasel could take over maintenance of the Kingfisher Way, now that Central Beds footpaths team have carried out the heavy clearance work.  This matter will be included on the next agenda in order to give Teasel and Committee Members time to inspect the work prior to handover.


Centenary Wood

There has been a delay in getting the information panel finished for the Wood.  The final wording is to be agreed by the Committee.  Paintings of leaves and fruit found on trees in the Wood, together with a small description, will be included on the panel.  The completion of the panel will cost £90, but a request for this funding will come in the next financial year.  There has been no further vandalism at the Wood to date.  With regard to the two Willow trees which were pollarded when dredging work was carried out, a request was made for Teasel to take on the continual pollarding now that they are more manageable.  A check will be made as to whether Teasel are able to carry out this work.  Teasel will be putting together a schedule of works which need doing each month throughout the year.


Millennium Green

Colin Carpenter of the Community Tree Trust has made some recommendations on planting at Millennium Green, and advises that Teasel need to make a plan of work for the next two years.  It has become apparent that branches are being cut and a barrier erected in a section of Millennium Green, and Committee and Teasel Members are asked to keep an eye on the situation.

General

Following a question as to whether there has been an increase in wildlife following Teasel’s work in this area, there are two pairs of egrets, and now another pair of swans.  There is film footage of water voles, and there have also been mink sightings.  The area has been transformed from ten years ago.


Teasel will now provide quarterly updates to the Committee, rather than one large update.


Paul Redwood was thanked for his update and left the meeting.

6315.
RENEWAL OF RAT CONTROL CONTRACT AT NORTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS

The current rat control contract with Tim Miles expires on 31st March 2011.  Members considered the following quotes:
· Tim Miles £450 for 5 visits, plus a charge of £15 - £20 for each visit thereafter

· Bugs N Things £468+vat for a 6 weekly inspection, re-bait as necessary and provide office with a written record of inspections.  They recommend purchasing another 8 to 10 bait boxes in addition to the 5 in situ.  Plastic boxes £13.75+vat each, metal £24.00+vat each.

· ACE Pest Control £750+vat for minimum of 6 visits per year mainly during autumn and winter periods, and to supply 15 bait boxes in addition to the 5 in situ.


Resolved that the quote from Bugs N Things at £468 is accepted, and a maximum of 10 plastic bait boxes are purchased at £13.75+vat each.

6316.
APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE ACTION – REMOVAL OF ASBESTOS SHEETING

Members were asked to approve executive action taken by the Clerk in authorising removal of a large amount of old asbestos sheeting discovered at the Norton Road allotments.  £125 plus vat.  A Hazardous Waste Consignment Notice has been obtained to prove that it was collected by a registered removal and disposal company.


Resolved that the executive action taken by the Clerk in authorising removal of asbestos sheeting from Norton Road Allotments is approved.

6317.
TREE WORK – RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD

Members considered a quote from Steve Dear Trees to stump grind Elder stumps at Riverside Playing Field to 8 inches below ground, with all arisings removed from site, at £100 plus vat.


Resolved that the quotation from Steve Dear Trees for stump grinding at the Riverside Playing Field, at £100 plus vat, is accepted.

 6318.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN



Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· Litter in footway between Astwick Road and Saxon Avenue (footway is adjacent to n.w. side of 38 Astwick Road).  This was reported approximately 3 months ago and the litter is still there.
· 2 wooden pallets are still at the rear of the parade of shops (High Street) on the footpath leading to Alexander Road and The Crofts.

6319.
FAULTY LIGHTING



Resolved that the following is reported to Highways:




Lamp no 15 in the High Street was fixed, but only lasted three days.




Resolved that the following is reported to Terry Seymour:




Lamp S4F on the footway behind the Simpson Centre does not light.

6320.
GENERAL WORK

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· Church Road - road outside Spencer House – upstand at kerb, depression and broken surface on road.  It is felt that this, and nearby disintegration of surface, is caused by bad workmanship when this road was resurfaced.

· The Crofts – no. 49 – vehicle is driving from the lawn of the property, across the pavement, bringing mud onto the road.  Vehicle is also blocking footway at times.

· The Avenue – residents are parking on grass verges with all four wheels on the verge which is causing damage.  Vehicles are also partly overhanging footways.

· Hitchin Road (C131) – large pot holes on stretch between A507 roundabout and Fairfield Park (north) roundabout, on western side of carriageway near to the large Oak tree in the hedge and green seat, by the side of the shared footpath/cycleway.

· Coppice Mead – following recent work by Morrisons Utilities, grass verges, particularly at the entrance to the road, have been left in a very poor condition.  Would Highways please take this matter up with Morrisons to rectify their poor workmanship.

· Bollards, etc have been left by the side of the road following recent resurfacing works in Queen Street (near junction with Mill Lane/Rook Tree Lane).

6321.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY
· There is a meeting regarding youth services taking place this evening, which is being attended by Councillor Hugh Harper of Arlesey Town Council.  There is £40,000 allocated this year for Arlesey, Stotfold and Shefford, and £40,000 next year.  Councillor Harper will be sending a report of the meeting to the Clerk in due course.  A bid is being made for the money and this Committee will be asked to make comment and approve the bid in relation to Stotfold’s youth service provision.

· The company who produce the drink Fruit Shoots is providing funding of up to £15,000 for play equipment, and residents have nominated and supported the nomination for the play equipment at Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.  The closing date for support is 16th March and Members were urged to pass this information on to local parents and encourage them to support the nomination.

· Following heavy groundworks in Oliver’s Lane, relating to a recently approved planning application, Members were asked to monitor the area as the digging work is very close to the path.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.26pm
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