MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9TH JUNE 2010 AT 7.38PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs A Clarey


A Cooper






S Hayes


Mrs J Hyde






Mrs L Lewin


B Saunders

Also present:



Councillor Mrs Wilding, Paul Redwood (Stotfold Watermill), and the Clerk

6146.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Bundock (sickness), Collier (holiday) and Stoter.

6147.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Lewin declared an interest in any item relating to the Norton Road allotments.

6148.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no members of the public with questions at this point.


The Chairman suggested that the following item relating to street lighting near The Mill is moved to this point to allow Paul Redwood to speak and then leave the meeting.  This was agreed by Members.

6149.
STREET LIGHTING BETWEEN THE MILL AND THE MILL NATURE RESERVE

Paul Redwood explained the reasons for the request from The Mill, and advised on their recently approved application for solar lighting in their nearby car park.

Following our previous request for funding assistance for the provision of the street lighting in this area, the Mill Trust has considered the matter and feels that it will contribute to visitor and volunteer safety and as such they have agreed a contribution of £1,500 to assist with the work.


The Chairman advised that we have previously received and approved a quotation from Terry Seymour, lighting contractor, for the provision of three street lights, a feeder pillar and associated roadworks.  However, following a site meeting with Mr Seymour and the Chairman it was felt that only two columns were needed, and should be positioned on the opposite side of the road to the original quote, and a second quotation was submitted.  Using a map of the area, Members agreed on the positioning of two columns in the area of The Mill, which were to the mutual agreement of Paul Redwood.


Recommended that a revised quotation is sought from Mr Seymour for the provision of two street lights near The Mill, using the map marked during the meeting, and that the previous quotation for three columns and feeder pillar is now not taken up.


As the lights would be sited close to a Listed Building, the Clerk will check if planning permission is required.


Mr Redwood was thanked for his attendance and assistance, and then left the meeting.


MATTERS ARISING

6150.
Items for information (see minute 6177-12/05/10)


The new youth shelter has now been erected.  The official opening took place on Thursday 27th May and was well attended by young residents and Councillors.

6151.
Items for information (see minute 6118-12/05/10)

A free supply of road scalping will be deposited at the allotments shortly.  Mr Summerfield has been asked to spread evenly over the surface.

6152.
Hitchin Road cycle/footway (see minute 6119-12/05/10)

A copy of the plan showing the exact route of the cycle track from the Co-op area along High Street, across the four-way traffic lights to the Vaughan Road area, and from A507 Hitchin Road roundabout to the four-way traffic lights has not yet been received.

6153.
Streetlight for Mowbray Crescent (see minute 6120-12/05/10)

We are still waiting for a response from the resident opposite the resident originally requesting the lighting column to give their permission for work to be carried out under their front wall.  The Assistant Clerk has visited the property on two occasions but has been unable to get hold of the resident.  The resident has now asked for a meeting with Highways in order that he can suggest his alternative ideas.

6154.
Consider possible works required on part of Kingfisher Way to rear of Mill View development (see minute 6121-12/05/10)

Teasel has confirmed that they would be willing to carry out necessary tidying works during the years in between the Central Beds heavy clearance works.  Confirmation is yet to be received from the Rights of Way Officer that they will be clearing back all growth on the ditches.

6155.
Hitchin Road Recreation Ground – new outer door for changing room (see minute 6122-12/05/10)

The security door has been installed.
6156.
Break in at Hitchin Road Recreation Ground Changing Room (see minute 6123-12/05/10)

The work under the insurance claim has now been completed and the regular users will be advised accordingly.  Whilst work was being undertaken it appears that the shower curtain rail was damaged and could not be re-sited and was subsequently disposed of.  The company will be asked to erect a replacement rail and shower curtain.

6157.
Sites for new allotments (see minute 6125-12/05/10)

Councillor Cooper is attempting to establish who the landowner of the field opposite the Norton Road allotments, bounded by the A507 and Norton Road towards Letchworth, with a view to acquiring the land for further allotments.  The Land Registry is unable to provide the appropriate contact details.

6158.
Billygoat MUGA cleaner service (see minute 6127-12/05/10)

The annual service of the Billygoat MUGA cleaner has been carried out.

6159.
Yellow line audit (see minute 6128-12/05/10)

The submissions suggesting areas in the town which are considered to require yellow lines have been forwarded, and are due to be inspected by the Highways Transportation Team.
6160.
Health & Safety Risk Assessment (see minute 6133-12/05/10)

The Risk Assessment document has been updated to include trees, barrier at Riverside Playing Field car park, and note relating to access for emergency vehicles.

6161.
Quotation for siting and erection of additional street lamps at The Green (see minute 6134-12/05/10)

The quotation from Terry Seymour has been accepted, and the Chairman has met him on site to confirm the positions of the columns.

6162.
Bus shelters – funding (see minute 6137-12/05/10)

The proposed sites for bus shelters, and request for funding have been forwarded to Central Bedfordshire Council.
6163.
Request for recompense by regular users of Hitchin Road Recreation Ground (see minute 6140-12/05/10)

The Football Club requesting recompense or concessions in hiring the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground have been advised that the Committee is unable to make any concessions on this matter.
6164.
Grass verge between 89 to 99 Hitchin Road – Hard surfacing or bollards (see minute 6141-12/05/10)

Following a request to Highways for the Committee’s preferred option of wooden bollards with timber railing outside numbers 89 to 91 Hitchin Road, with tarmac on the verge outside 93 to 99, Jill Cross Highways Area Steward advises that there are underground services in this area and this section would also need to be tarmaced.  Members agreed that the area should therefore be tarmaced as per the Highways Area Steward’s recommendation.
6165.
General work (see minute 6145-12/05/10)

Mr Summerfield is unable to replace missing nuts from the grind rail and skate ramps as they are a specific type.  Century Street and Leisure have been asked to provide a small supply of appropriate nuts for the skate equipment and Mr Summerfield will replace as necessary.
6166.
Stotfold’s Big Tidy Up (see minute 6142-12/05/10)

Arrangements for the Big Tidy Up event on Sunday 18th July are underway.


CORRESPONDENCE

6167.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk:

· Open Spaces Society Annual reports and accounts 2009 & invitation to attend their AGM on 6th July 2010 at 11am, Friend’s House, Euston Road, London

· Open Space – Summer 2010 Volume 29 No. 8

6168.
Ivel Valley Cycle Forum 


Members were provided with details of a Cycle Forum set up by Central Bedfordshire Council for the eastern area to discuss local issues and give feedback to the central forum and hear about new initiatives.

The inaugural meeting will take place on Wednesday 30th June 2010, 6pm until 8pm at Priory House, Chicksands.  Councillors Cooper and Hayes will attend.  The invitation to attend the meeting will be forwarded to any other interested persons.
6169.
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 2010/2011 HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE AND INTEGRATED WORKS PROGRAMME

In her absence, Councillor Mrs Bundock’s report on the 2010 Highway Programme was circulated to Members.  Stotfold is mentioned once – Fen End, Astwick Road.  This was on the December 2008 proposals list; many others on that list are not mentioned.  On the Structures Programme only the two bridges are mentioned.

Councillor Mrs Bundock previously submitted the following proposals:


‘That, Highways are asked why they are still suggesting the work to Ford Bridge?  What was the result of the survey and exactly what work are they proposing and why?’


Central Beds Councillor Saunders has spoken to Basil Jackson, Assistant Director for Highways and Transport for Central Beds Council, regarding the matter and has suggested that the Council writes again giving its objections.


Resolved that a letter is sent to Basil Jackson to reiterate our objections to any work taking place on Ford Bridge.  Advise that the bridge is a natural method of slowing down traffic, particularly due to its close proximity to a well used playing field.    One farmer has advised that they do not use the bridge for farm vehicles and anyone that does, uses smaller vehicles.  No request has been forthcoming from any farmer bordering Malthouse Lane to widen or strengthen the bridge for this purpose.  People should be dissuaded from coming in to the town using the bridge route as just after the bridge is a very sharp, blind corner with no footpath, and there is another more suitable route.  Raise again our requests for weight restrictions because of the narrowness of the road and bridge.  The townspeople do not wish to see this bridge altered, and point out that the Town Plan clearly demonstrates the wish for preservation of this area, and the bridge in particular being a priority.  The Green Infrastructure Plan for Stotfold also shows the need for the bridge to remain as it is.  Point out that the bridge is now a bat roost.  The bridge, visually, sits perfectly within its rural setting and can be seen from the Kingfisher Way.  In the current economic climate there is no reason to spend money on this work.  Also ask for clarification on Councillor Mrs Bundock’s above proposed questions.
6170.
USE OF THE GREEN AND HITCHIN ROAD RECREATION GROUND FOR CHILDREN’S PLAY CENTRE ‘PLAY IN THE PARK’ SUMMER EVENTS

Members were asked to consider permitting the Red Bear Children’s Centre (Surestart) to use The Green on Monday 26th July, Friday 6th August and Wednesday 18th August, and Hitchin Road Recreation Ground on Wednesday 11th August and Monday 23rd August, for their Play in the Park events.  They are working in partnership with the Play Rangers and would like to deliver some of these sessions side by side.  They have forwarded copies of their relevant insurance cover and risk assessment for the events.



Resolved that subject to there being no other booking, the Red Bear Children’s Centre are permitted to use The Green for the above dates, and are thanked for organising such an event for local children.

6171.
CONNECTION OF LIGHTING COLUMN

Members were asked to consider asking Terry Seymour to connect a lighting column on the footway between Coppice Mead and Roe Close, which appears to have never been connected.  A quotation for the work is £700.  

Resolved that consideration of this matter is left until the next meeting, as there are possibly other lighting columns with the same problem which could all be considered at the same time.

6172.
ITEMS RAISED AT COUNCILLOR SURGERY

Councillor Mrs Clarey gave the following report on the recent Councillor Surgery manned by her and Councillor Mrs Bundock:

· Query over condition of grass verge outside The Grange (Toybox Day Nursery) – this matter will considered later in the meeting.

· Resident wishing to set up an Allotments Association – this matter will be considered later in the meeting.

· Problems with access out of Millennium Green through three kissing gates with a child’s buggy.

· Overgrowth of weeds on Hitchin Road (near number 210), close to the underpass.

· Street light still not connected outside number 210 Hitchin Road.

· Area at junction of Mill View development and Queen Street used by developers for storage – this matter has been dealt with previously.

· State of roads and footpath in Queen Street – this matter is being dealt with by another Committee.

· Missing barrier at Little London footpath junction with The Green – this matter has been dealt with in office.



Resolved that

· Central Beds Council are advised that there is a large amount of overgrowth close to 210 Hitchin Road, near the A507 underpass, and advise resident of our actions.

· Central Beds Council are advised that there is a street light still not connected close to 210 Hitchin Road, and advise resident of our actions.

· An agenda item is included for the next meeting to consider possible improved access to Millennium Green, and to consider undertaking an access audit for this area.  Advise resident of our actions.

6173.
GRASS CUTTING ON VERGE ON HIGH STREET OUTSIDE THE GRANGE

Following the recent Councillor Surgery, Members were asked to take on the grass cutting of the verge outside the Toybox Day Nursery, at the junction with Grange Drive, on a temporary basis.  In previous years the owner of the Nursery has cut the grass after being asked to do so, but has advised that it is not in fact in his ownership and belongs to the developers Taylor Wimpey.  Once the road in to the Land South of Stotfold development is pushed through at the end of Grange Drive, the developers will be carrying out some vision splay works to this verge.


Resolved that the grass cutting of the verge on High Street outside The Grange is taken on, on a temporary basis, and Rik Golder is asked to add this to his regular grass cutting routine.  As the ground surface is fairly uneven, he may need to strim rather than cut the grass.  The owner of the Toybox Day Nursery will be advised accordingly.
6174.
ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION

Following the recent Councillor Surgery, Members were asked to consider providing assistance to a group of tenants at the Norton Road allotments to set up an Allotments Association.  The resident originally asking for help has not yet forwarded his proposals as previously advised.  The Clerk advised that she had put together some information available from the National Association of Allotments and Leisure Gardeners which may be of some use.  It was suggested that it may be useful to set up a joint Association for both the Norton Road and Common Road allotments.


Resolved that the resident is asked to put together a report on his intentions for the next meeting, and the Clerk is to forward him the relevant information.
6175.
METAL BRIDGE FOR ENTRANCE TO CENTENARY WOOD

A quotation has been received from Rellion Engineering for a chequer plate metal bridge, 4 metres long by 1 metre wide, with a handrail along one side - £750 plus vat, as per our specification.   Following a query over whether we actually need a bridge 4 metres long, and with such solid construction, Rellion have visited the site and have suggested that a bridge is constructed of two railway sleepers spanning the ditch, topped with aluminium chequer plate, plus a handrail.  They feel that the supply of metal for this alternative bridge construction would be considerably cheaper, but it would fall to the Council to purchase the railway sleepers and put the bridge together.

Resolved that a quote for the alternative bridge construction suggestion is obtained from Rellion, together with prices for railway sleepers.  Mr Dilley, farmer, is asked if he would be able to put the sleepers in position over the ditch ready for Mr Summerfield to bolt the chequer plate top and handrail to, once delivered on site.

6176.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN

Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by Central Bedfordshire Council’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.




Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· Inform Dog Warden that there is a large amount of dog mess between the Memorial Hall car park and the Pig and Whistle public house car park.
6177.
FAULTY LIGHTING

There were no faulty lights reported.  
6178.
GENERAL WORK

Members were asked to advise on general work to be carried out relating to this Committee.


Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· The hedge outside 47/47a Hitchin Road, on the corner of Brook Street, is very overgrown and has reduced the adjacent footpath to 12 inches wide.  The property is divided into flats and it is not thought that the owner of the property lives there, therefore letters don’t appear to be useful.




Police 
· There is a lorry constantly parked on the lay by between Norton Road and the A1M (on left going towards the A1M) for long periods of time, without moving.

· There is a Land Rover parked for over a week in the bus stop lay by on The Green, opposite the Coach and Horses public house, which hasn’t moved and now has a flat tyre and may have been abandoned.

6179.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

A query was raised over how many hours per week the traffic enforcement officer visits Stotfold, and when.  This is in regard to enforcement of yellow lines.  The Clerk will ask Central Beds Council.


Councillor Mrs Turner has provided information regarding new legislation relating to road markings for roundabouts.  The legislation has recently changed on refurbishment of existing or provision of new roundabouts.  Where there is a roundabout with two lanes, the right lane must be onward and right and the left lane has to be left direction only.  She will provide the Clerk with the new legislation.  This information will be included in the next edition of the Stotfold News.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.08pm

CHAIRMAN
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