MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2011 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey






B Collier



A Cooper






S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde





Mrs L Lewin



B Saunders

Also present:



The Assistant Clerk

6275.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Stoter.

6276.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillors Mrs Hyde and Hayes declared an interest in items relating to the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field, as they are both Trustees
6277.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

6278.
Stotfold Junior Football Club (see minute 6258-12/01/11)


Roecroft Lower School advise that they have offered Stotfold Junior Football Club use of the playing field on a Sunday. A Member added that the use would be for this year only, one of the Governors has taken responsibility for unlocking and locking the playing field and the offer is subject to the Junior Football Club agreeing to a set of rules on how they use the site. A letter has been sent to thank the school.
6279.
Review of rolling plan, action points in Town Plan, and future projects and development (see minute 6259-12/01/11)

A few responses from residents have been received following a request for opinions on current play equipment in Stotfold.  The local schools have been approached regarding speaking to their pupils about wishes for play equipment; Roecroft Lower School are currently investigating the types of play equipment for their relocated school and consulting the school council, and will forward their findings.  The Chairman has attended assemblies at St Mary’s Lower School and Etonbury to outline what we are looking for, and will report back after the children have considered it further. Councillor Mrs Clarey had visited the Red Bear Children’s Centre and explained to parents and children the costs of the playground equipment.  In the April edition of the Stotfold News and at the Council gazebo at the Stotfold Mill Fair pictures and costs of playground equipment would be shown to give Stotfold residents a greater understanding of the processes involved.
6280.
Clerk’s Report – urgent matter (see minute 6260- 12/01/11)

The Assistant Clerk reported that the work on the Hitchin Road Recreation Grounds changing rooms has almost been completed and should be finished by the end of the week. The committee thanked the office staff in arranging the repairs in such a short time.
6281.
Common Road Allotments – Parking issues (see minute 6262-12/01/11)

The Trustees of the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field have been advised that this Committee feels there is an identified need to provide parking space within the site, as per the Clerk’s suggested plan and costs.  They will be discussing the matter at their meeting at the beginning of March.

6282.
Ford Bridge & A1M/Wrayfields (see minute 6264-12/01/11)

No response has been received to date from the Highways representatives following the site meeting regarding Ford Bridge and the A1M/Wrayfields access.  The Clerk will chase.

6283.
General Work


A request has again been made to Central Beds Council for pre-warning signs for the new road markings on Hitchin Road roundabout.  No response has been received to date, they have been chased again pointing out that the recent snow coverage on the road showed the need for the signs.

6284.
Seasonal Vegetation Contract 2011-2012 (see minute 6268-12/01/11)


Central Beds Countryside Access Team are preparing their grass cutting (seasonal vegetation clearance) programme for next financial year, and requested our priorities for future cutting of surface (and some side) vegetation along our local public rights of way network. During previous years they have carried out two cuts of a selection of known well used paths during the summer – one cut early May/June and one cut in August/September, with an occasional 3rd cut when funds allow. A letter has been sent requesting that all footpaths on the public rights of way network for Stotfold are included and requesting information of when this work is to be carried out.
6285. 
Central Bedfordshire Prioritised Works Programme 2011-2014 (see minute 6269-12/01/11)


A letter has been sent to Central Beds accepting the works programme for 2011-2014, but with the exceptions and clarification of points as requested by members.

6286.
Community Salt Bins within Central Bedfordshire (see minute 6270-12/01/11)


Central Beds have been informed that we do not wish to purchase any additional salt bins.

6287.
Litter Hotspots around the Town (see minute 6271-12/01/11)


Central Beds have been informed of the fly tipping to the rear of the parade of shops in the High Street.
6288.
Faulty Lighting (see minute 6272-12/01/11)

Terry Seymour has been informed of the fault on the first lighting column on bark path at Riverside Playing Field. The repair to the fault lighting column outside the Simpson Centre has been completed.

6289.
General Work (see minute 6273-12/01/11)

Central Beds have advised that the streetworks coordinator has put a 10 day defect report on Morrisons to rectify verges.  The Rights of Way Officer has confirmed that the bridleway post at Groveland way will be reinstated. Mr Summerfield has not been able to move the salt bin at the top of Queen Street as it is full.

6290.
CORRESPONDENCE

A request for a shed measuring 6’ x 4’ for Plot 30a on the Common Road Allotment site has been received.




Resolved that the shed for Plot 30a is approved.
6291.
CIRCUS VISIT – THE GREEN

To approve the visit of Pinder’s Circus (all human family circus) to The Green on Thursday 12th May to Sunday 15th May.

Resolved that Pinder’s Circus are permitted to use The Green for their fun fair visits as per the dates above, provided that it does not coincide with any previously booked use
6292.
CAR BOOT SALE – THE GREEN 

To approve the Friend’s of St Mary’s Church holding a car boot sale on The Green, Saturday 11th June 2011, 12pm to 4pm. Proceeds used for restoration work around the entrance door on the north side of St Mary’s Church.
Resolved that the Friends of St Mary’s Church are permitted to hold a car boot sale on The Green on Saturday 11th June 2011, provided that it does not coincide with any previously booked use.

6293.
STOTFOLD FESTIVAL – HITCHIN ROAD RECREATION GROUND & THE GREEN

To approve holding events for Stotfold Festival on Hitchin Road Recreation Ground and The Green in the period 17th to 26th June 2011, with the Festival Fete taking place on Saturday 25th June at Hitchin Road Recreation Ground

Resolved that events for the Stotfold Festival are permitted to take place at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground and The Green on the dates specified above.
6294.   HERON WAY/WATERS END ADOPTION

To give approval for the adoption transfer document to be signed.

Resolved that the adoption transfer document is signed and once signed the office is to write to resident to get access gate removed.


6295.
REQUEST FOR DOG WASTE BIN

To consider a request by Teasel to purchase and install a dog waste bin at the entrance to the Nature Reserve in Mill Lane, adjacent to the road. A request is to be made to Central Bedfordshire Council for it to be included in regular collections.

Resolved that a letter is to be sent to Central Bedfordshire Council requesting a dog waste bin, confirming the correct siting outside the Nature Reserve and for it to be included in regular collections
Further Resolved that Teasel are contacted to ensure they are aware of the siting regulations and that they haven’t already contacted Central Beds Council.
6296.
BIG TIDY UP
To confirm the date for the 2011 Big Tidy Up Event as Saturday 9th July 2011. The Scouts have indicated that they able to help out on that date.

Resolved that the Big Tidy date is advertised in the Stotfold News to encourage volunteers.
6297.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN

Councillor Mrs Clarey pointed out that there had been a letter in the Stotfold News critising the Council for not removing fly tipped rubbish from around The Blue Lagoon in Arlesey although councillors pointed out that this is privately owned land and therefore the responsibility of the landowner.



Resolved that a copy of the letter is forwarded to Arlesey Town Council.
6298.
FAULTY LIGHTING



Resolved that the following is reported to Highways:



Lamp no 15 in the High Street is not working

Lamp no 1 Regent Street is not working.

Timing of lamp at the junction of Groveland Way and Norton Road is not correctly set.

Only one light is working at the Norton Road underpass.

6299.
GENERAL WORK

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· Drain in Church Road, top of Vicarage Drive is blocked
· Drain in Wickland Close is blocked and full of debris
· Drain at Hitchin Road by the BT telephone box is blocked
· Drain at Howard Close is blocked
· There is an overgrown hedge on the footpath from High Street to St Mary’s Church, property is in Queen Street.
Steve Dears Trees
· Check on original quote for Riverside Recreation work to see if stump grinding was included.
It was noted by Committee Members that cars are parking with two wheels on pavements throughout the town.  Advice from the police is to be sought on how to tackle the problem.
6300.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY
Resurfacing work at the junction of Mill Lane and Queen Street is due to start before the end of this financial year.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.10pm
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