MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH JUNE 2011 AT 7.19PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey






B Collier



B Dack






S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde






L Stoter

Also present:



Paul Redwood (TEASEL), 1 member of the public, and the Clerk

6370.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Cooper and Saunders.

6371.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Clarey declared a personal interest in the correspondence item from Red Bear Children’s Centre as she is a frequent visitor.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that time.

6372.
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no questions, comments or responses from the member of public present.


MATTERS ARISING

6373.
General work (see minute 6348-18/05/11)

Highways have responded to our request for pre-warning signs for the new Hitchin Road roundabout road markings:

‘We have received a large number of requests for this type of work each year and the number of potential schemes far outweighs the resources that would be available to address them.  In order to respond appropriately in a way that addresses the requests on a priority basis we have introduced a framework of criteria against which to assess all requests for traffic management, traffic regulation orders and road safety improvements.  As part of our consideration of your request, we have made a site visit to collect the data needed to do this.  Each request is then ranked 0 – 5 stars by considering the following criteria: Road safety, congestion relief, capacity improvement, environmental impact, promotion of integrated transport, improving accessibility, council policy, cost.  Taking these factors into account, we have awarded this request 0 stars on our 0-5 star ranking system.  This proposal would not provide sufficient benefit to justify the cost of its implementation.  I do not consider it likely that it will be possible to carry out these works in the foreseeable future, although details of your request will be retained on file and reconsidered if circumstances or regulations change’

Resolved that a response is sent to ask what time they carried out their site visit, as the most appropriate time would be at peak times.  Suggest again that they have a ‘get in lane’ sign well in advance of the roundabout.

6374.
TEASEL update (see minute 6349-18/05/11)

The Footpaths Officer has confirmed that they have completed their work on Kingfisher Way, and Teasel has been advised accordingly.  They have also been notified a utilities company wish to carry out work to a soakaway on the footpath nearest the Baldock Road bridge, but no date for this work has been confirmed.
6375.
Damage to grass verges (see minute 6351-18/05/11)

No response from Central Beds Council regarding their ownership of grass verges and extended footways in Highbush/Hyde Avenue to provide parking spaces for residents.  They will be chased.

6376.
General work (see minute 6355-18/05/11)
· No response has been received from Highways regarding work being done to the dropped kerbs at the High Street end of The Avenue.

· Mr Summerfield has been asked to repair two broken slats on the climbing frame at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.  

· Costs are being investigated to carry out hot tarmac repair works to the pothole at the entrance of the Brook Street car park, rather than cold tarmac which comes loose shortly after the repair is carried out.  

· Investigations are being made into the ownership and removal of the unused and empty BT/Post Office box at the junction of The Avenue and High Street.

· A surface repair kit has been purchased at £60 (Clements Play Schemes charge £100 to come out and repair), to repair the hole in the surface under the swings at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.  This kit will repair one square metre of damaged surface and so will last longer.

6377.
Play equipment – Section 106 monies (see minute 6359-18/05/11)

Confirmation has been received of approval of our application for release of the Section 106 monies.  The cableway has been ordered and a site visit carried out to confirm exact position for the equipment.  It should be ready to deliver in 6 weeks and takes 2 to 3 days to install.
6378.
General work (see minute 6368-18/05/11)

With regard to the pea shingle in Oliver’s Lane referred to at the last meeting, this matter should be attended to at the earliest opportunity, as it was felt the shingle may spread onto the grass area, resulting in damage to grass cutting equipment.

With regard to the bungalow in Pix Road referred to at the last meeting, not only does the damaged pavement and hole in the verge need reporting, but the driveway also requires a wider drop kerb.

CORRESPONDENCE

6379.
Use of The Green by The Coach & Horses Public House

A request has been received from The Coach & Horses Public House to use The Green all day on Saturday 6th August 2011 for their annual Classic Car Show.  As last year, they will put the notices on The Green advising that no alcohol is to be consumed on The Green at any time, ensure that all drinks served for consumption outside the building are served in plastic glasses, regularly collect any rubbish left as a result of any purchases from The Coach & Horses.


Resolved that The Coach & Horses Public House are permitted to use The Green on 6th August for their annual Classic Car Show, subject to there being no other booking for that day, their actions above being undertaken and the usual conditions of hire.
6380.
Use of Hitchin Road Recreation Ground by the Red Bear Children’s Centre

A request has been received from the Red Bear Children’s Centre to use the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground for their summer play programme on the following dates: Thursday 4th August 2011 and Thursday 1st September 2011.  They have forwarded a copy of their insurance.

Resolved that the Red Bear Children’s Centre are permitted to use the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground for their summer play programme on 4th August and 1st September, subject to there being no other booking for that day, and the usual conditions of hire.

6381.
TEASEL QUARTERLY UPDATE

Paul Redwood from Teasel gave the following report:


Nature Reserve

The formal opening of the Nature Reserve was carried out by Baroness Young of Old Scone on Sunday 5th June.  The event was attended by members of Teasel, BRCC, the Town Council’s Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee (Collier, Cooper, Mrs Cooper and Hayes), Central Beds Environmentalists (Steve Halton and Lyndsey Bignell) as well as Elizabeth Anderson, a Central Beds Ecologist who lives in Stotfold.


As a Local Nature Reserve they are required by law to have a management team.  The team have had their first meeting and are: Paul Redwood (Chair), Pam Manfield (Secretary), Richard Lawrence (BRCC Ecologist), Patrick Chalmers (Teasel), Lyndsey Bignell (CBC Senior Countryside Officer), and Councillor Larry Stoter (Stotfold Town Council).


Goals for the future: County Wildlife Status 2011, Green Flag Award 2012


Centenary Wood

As previously mentioned, the lectern assembly that was purchased for Centenary Wood was used to enable the Nature Reserve to be opened with the full complement of interpretive panels.  This also involved using Geoff Hoile’s production of the panel.


They have taken delivery of the new lectern and hope to be completed by mid July.  Councillor Mrs Bundock will be asked to confirm that the wording is correct.  The Town Council, Teasel and BRCC logos will be included on the lectern.  Pam Manfield will produce a press release to create more awareness of this open space.


Kingfisher Way


The Assistant Clerk has chased Central Beds with regard to the clearing of the path at the Baldock end of the footpath up to the area where the developers for the Mill View site have carried out work.  They have confirmed that they have completed all the work they are going to do, but have advised that a utilities company wants to close a ‘short section’ in the future, but have given no dates for this work as yet.  They will be doing work on a soak away near the footpath.


Millennium Green

One of the local Scout Groups has made a start on clearing the ivy from the dividing ‘hedge’.  This was recommended by Colin Carpenter when he visited earlier this year.  Patrick Chalmers will lead on the work to strengthen the boundary once the ivy is out of the way.  They will need to spend on trees/hedging, etc.  The main concern about Millennium Green is very few people know what it is called and why it is there – it is just seen as a few fields that people can use to walk their dogs.  There is only one dog waste bin at the entrance by Mill Close/Rook Tree Lane.  The area is generally in a mess with significant amounts of dog mess, particularly in the areas where the vegetation is high.


There are some things that could be done that would improve the area without impacting on the additional use made of the area for parking by the Mill Trust:

· Dog Waste – provide additional dog waste bins at the exit by the old chapel and another at the exit on to Mill Lane. (Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest at this point due to her ownership of the old chapel land)
· Signage – provide 5 signs at the various entry points to Millennium Green, small signs that advise what it is and ask that people pick up after their dogs.

· Brambles – whilst thick brambles are good havens for wildlife there are several areas where the brambles are encroaching or covering the path that forms part of the Kingfisher Way particularly along the perimeter of Stotfold Bury.  Quite a lot of this needs clearance.

· Boundary – between Millennium Green and the next field, as mentioned above, we can undertake clearance and additional planning to progressively thicken the boundary and increase the opportunity to increase wildlife. (Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest at this point due to her farming the field adjacent to Millennium Green referred to)
· Wildflower Planting – an area or areas could be identified to create wildflower areas, this could also include snowdrops and bluebells (native varieties) to create colour in different seasons.

· Additional ideas – these would be welcomed from the Committee, so that they can create a plan for moving forward and long term development, improvement and management.


Members thanked Paul Redwood for his report, and considered the items mentioned.

Resolved that consideration of ideas for Millennium Green will be included on a future agenda item.

6382.
POSITION OF GOAL POSTS ON THE GREEN

At the last meeting, Members were asked to consider the position of the original goal post, and the newly installed post at The Green.  It was noted that the new post had been installed at an angle, and was quite a distance from the original post.


Resolved that the newly installed post is re-sited closer to the original post to reduce the length of the pitch, and is installed exactly opposite at the correct angle.  The resident who made the original complaint about the post is to be advised accordingly.

6383.
EXECUTIVE ACTION – PROPOSED ZEBRA CROSSING AND PROHIBITION OF WAITING & STOPPING – ETONBURY SCHOOL

To approve executive action taken by the Clerk, to return comments on a consultation for the proposed zebra crossing and prohibition of waiting and stopping outside Etonbury School, using the comments raised at the last meeting (minute 6353-18/05/11).  The consultation document was received days after the last meeting and the deadline was 7th June.  Comments returned were: Following a meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee… object to the proposal regarding the zebra crossing.  Councillors felt that it would be preferable to have a light controlled crossing outside the school for road safety.  They felt that drivers are more likely to stop if ordered by a red light and children would be safer if lights were there to tell them when to cross rather than relying on their own judgement that a car would stop for them.

Resolved that the executive action taken in returning the above comments in response to the consultation is approved.  A copy of the response is to be forwarded to the Central Beds Road Safety Officer, Diane Hind, and suggesting that the crossing is a Toucan due to the position of the cycle track.

6384.
FORD BRIDGE

Members were previously circulated a copy of a response from Central Bedfordshire Council regarding our site meeting concerning Ford Bridge and the A1M access (copy on file).


The letter from Nick Chapman, Transportation Manager, summarised the site meeting and advised that he had no objection to supporting the Town Council in seeking to close the length of road to through traffic thus reducing the speed of deterioration of the bridge, and that the Town Council would need to be prepared to fund the work.  Outline costings for the closure of the bridge would be in the order of £3,000 to prepare and process the order plus whatever was agreed in terms of engineering to secure the physical closure.  This could potentially be as little as several locking, but removable, bollards.

Additionally, closing the access to Wrayfields from the A1M was also an engineering possibility, but would also require the input of the Highways Agency, some kerbing and signage works and would be altogether more costly.


Members gave the matter due consideration and it was:


Resolved that the Transportation Manager is advised that as a priority, we would like to go ahead with the closure of the bridge, with the first step being the consultation phase, and would suggest removable bollards sited just after the Riverside Car Park (extending on to the grassed area to prevent vehicular access) before Ford Bridge, and at the triangle at the Wrayfields end of the road section to allow vehicles to turn around.  With regard to the A1M closure, we require further indication of costs, and the process that would need to be followed.
6385.
LOCALISM – WORKING TOGETHER TO MANAGE AND MAINTAIN COUNTRYSIDE SITES, PUBLIC PATH NETWORK AND DEFINITIVE MAP

Central Beds Council are keen to develop partnership arrangements on rights of way and countryside sites (where appropriate), with a view to provide the local community with a say in the management and improvement of their local facilities.  The Countryside Access Team would like the opportunity to discuss options with us, and have forwarded potential management options for our consideration.  Members considered the previously circulated letter (available on file).

The suggested options are:
Assisting in the maintenance of your path network through:

· Managing vegetation clearance works including budget spend by local contractor, farmers or volunteers

· Encouraging local farmers, contractors and volunteers to be involved in other maintenance such as bridge and gate construction

· Encourage local farmers or landowners to review their path structures and improve accessibility where possible

· Set up network of local wardens to report back current condition, defects, etc

· Set up Local Volunteer Group (P3)/Friends Group (if none already exists) to help with path monitoring and maintenance 

Assisting in the maintenance and review of the Definitive Map and Statement through:

· Working with officers on local Improvement Schemes

· Identifying priorities for resolution of Definitive Map Anomalies such as missing links or parallel used routes

· Making the initial approach/consultation to landowners/tenants on public path changes and additions

· Co-ordinating responses to planning applications that affect local paths


Resolved that the Countryside Access Team are advised that we are interested in all the above suggestions, and would like to meet with them to discuss the matter further.
6386.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN



Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· There is litter in the triangle of grass and shrubbery on High Street opposite the funeral directors.

· Thanks are to be given to Central Beds for clearing litter from the footpath between Saxon Avenue and Astwick Road.

6387.
FAULTY LIGHTING

The Chairman advised that John Saunders has rescued 6 steel lighting columns from a skip at Fairfield and has asked if we would like them.  Terry Seymour will be asked to look at the posts and decide if they are useable.

6388.
GENERAL WORK

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· The ‘No Through Road’ sign on Elliott Way is very small and is positioned about 30 yards into the road from the Hitchin Road roundabout.  This results in large vehicles not seeing the sign until they have entered the road and struggle to turn around.  A larger replacement sign needs to be sited on the roundabout junction with Elliott Way.
· With regard to the Highways 5 Year Programme: Arlesey Road from Etonbury School to Hitchin Road retread works – ask when they will be doing the work and suggest it is carried out during the summer holidays; improvements to bus stops at Co-op, Meadow Way/Regent Street (chip shop) and High Street, ask exactly what works they will be doing.

· The Green – 2 road holes at No. 5 – Priority

· Vaughan Road – 2 road holes at Nos. 47 and 49 - Priority




Ian Summerfield
· Paint the goal posts at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground this summer.
· The seat on Millennium Green which had been burnt has only had one seating slat replaced, and requires a second one to be fitted.

· The ‘No Drinking’ sign on The Green near the play area is lose again, and is to be re-sited and mounted on the metal fencing of the children’s play area.

· To survey all the painted Stotfold signs to see if he can touch up the faded black paint, or if they need a professional to repaint them.  Make sure all vegetation in front of the signs is strimmed back.

· Query when the weed spraying is to take place, as there are large weeds outside 31, 34 and 36 Silverbirch Avenue.




Other
· Consider patching works to the grass surface of The Green later in the year.

· Write to the occupier of the house on the corner of Brook Street and Hitchin Road with the large conifer hedging.  Request that they cut back the hedging and large shrub growing within it as it is very overgrown and spreading into the adjacent footway.  This results in a more narrow path for pedestrians, pushchairs, etc, and the overhanging branches could be considered a health and safety hazard.
6389.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.31pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED
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