MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH DECEMBER 2010 AT 7.45PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs A Clarey


B Collier






A Cooper


S Hayes






Mrs J Hyde


Mrs L Lewin






B Saunders

Also present:



The Clerk

6232.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Stoter.

6233.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Lewin declared an interest in items relating to the Norton Road Allotments, as she is a tenant.  Councillors Mrs Hyde and Hayes declared an interest in items relating to the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field, as they are both Trustees.  Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in the item relating to the Teasel update on works, as it refers to land she farms.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6234.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

6235.
Stotfold Junior Football Club (see minute 6213-10/11/10)

A letter has been sent to the Governors of Roecroft School to ask if the Junior Football Club would be able to use their playing fields, with no response received to date.

6236.
Review of rolling plan, action points in Town Plan, and future projects and development (see minute 6215-10/11/10)

No responses have been received to date following a request in the Stotfold News for opinions on current play equipment in Stotfold and suggestions for future equipment.  The Chairman will be attending local schools to speak to children about their wishes for play equipment.

6237.
Clarification of wording re Ford Bridge and any road closures (see minute 6217-10/11/10)

A letter has been sent to Basil Jackson at Central Bedfordshire Council to request that Malthouse Lane is closed either side of Ford Bridge – at Centenary Wood and at the Riverside car park points.  He has also been asked to put in place a Stopping Up Order for the Wrayfields to A1M route.

6238.
Damage to contractors’ equipment (see minute 6224-10/11/10)

A letter has been sent to hirers of all our recreation grounds asking them to ensure they clear away all debris as any damaged caused to contractors’ equipment will be charged to them.

6239.
General work (see minute 6230-10/11/10)

A letter has been sent to Basil Jackson to advise that work on the new rail bridge in Hitchin could exacerbate heavy traffic problems in Stotfold, particularly in the Wrayfields area accessing the A1M, requesting that the contractor ensures construction traffic uses the A507 and does not use the built up areas of Stotfold.


The Bowls Club have been asked if they would be amenable to Recreation Ground hirers asking the Club for permission to use their car park.  The Club is not keen, for site security reasons and they would also need to ensure there was someone to unlock and lock up the entrance gates.


CORRESPONDENCE

6240.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk


-
Local Wildlife – Issue 51 Winter 2010

-
Natural World – Winter 2010 


-
CPRE Countryside Voice – Winter 2010

6241.
CLERK’S REPORT – URGENT MATTER

Members were advised of recent damage caused to the Hitchin Road Rec changing rooms, and in order to seek approval to make the building safe and useable, Members agreed that this was sufficiently urgent to be included at this meeting.


Last Friday an inspection found that the newly replaced plasterboard ceiling had collapsed and a large amount of water was gushing from the pipework in the loft area.  The plumber found two water pipes that had burst due to frost damage.  The system has been drained and the pipes in the immediate area repaired.  The electrics have been made safe and the fallen plasterboard has been cleared away.  Our insurance doesn’t cover burst pipes due to frost damage.

The changing rooms are still very damp.  Only one of the showers now works properly, and the water heater over the sink does not work.


Options discussed:

1) Demolish changing room leaving tractor shed standing and replace brick building with static welfare unit.   Estimated approximate cost to demolish £5,000 plus additional rental of container.
2) Repair changing room to previous standard.  Estimated approximate cost £2,500,

3) Provide changing room only.  Take out showers, lock up toilet facilities, cut off water supply to changing room area, take down water damaged plasterboard, take down ceiling lights and curtain track.  Put back up without plasterboard.  Paint MDF white.  Estimated approximate cost £1,500.

4) Replace roof with something more insulating.

5) Build extra skin wall to give a cavity (currently only single skinned building).

6) Spray foam tin roof inside loft cavity.

7) Re-route pipework to below ceiling level and insulate pipes.

8) Install trace heating to pipework (covering to warm pipework by electrical current) (approximately £10/metre), and replace insulation.


It was agreed that remedial repair works are necessary to bring the facility back to its original working use to prevent loss of income from hirers who will be forced to go elsewhere.  The Committee will consider the future of the building and required improvements at their next meeting.



Resolved that the Clerk is authorised to obtain/hire a dehumidifier to speed up drying process, repair the changing rooms to original use (option 2), trace heating fitted to pipework in loft area, with additional lagging (option 8).  Funds from Rolling Improvements EMR.

It was also:


Resolved to ask the Establishment Committee to include an allocation of £5,000 in next financial year’s budget for the Committee’s Rolling Improvements EMR to replace funds spent, when they recommend the Precept request amount.


With regard to future improvements/works, it was:


Resolved that specifications are put together and quotes obtained for consideration at the next meeting for the following works:

· Replacement roof with something more insulating.

· Cavity wall/extra skin.

· Conversion of tractor shed side to additional shower/changing facility.

· ‘Drop in’ unit to side inside the existing building shell to provide changing facilities.

· Demolish and provide replacement building.

 6242.
APPROVE EXECUTIVE ACTION – REPAIRS TO LIGHTING COLUMN

The Clerk has authorised Terry Seymour, lighting contractor, to replace the swan neck and lantern of the lighting column in Brook Street, outside the Pig & Whistle Public House, on health and safety grounds, as the top of the column was very loose and coming off £300.

Resolved that the above executive action taken by the Clerk on health and safety grounds, at a cost of £300, be approved. Funds from Lighting M&R budget
6243.
NEW LANTERN REQUIRED – CONSIDER QUOTE

Quotation received from Terry Seymour, lighting contractor, to replace the lantern on a lighting column in the stub end of Norton Road (Letchworth side of A507) at £150.


Resolved that the above quotation is accepted.  Funds from Lighting M&R budget.

6244.
FUN FAIR VISITS – USE OF THE GREEN BY JAMES DEAN & SONS FUN FAIR

Approval of the following requested visiting dates:

1) Arrive Sunday 24th April 2011, open Thursday 28th, Friday 29th and Saturday 30th, leave Sunday 1st May 2011.

2) Arrive Sunday 25th September 2011, open Thursday 29th, Friday 30th and Saturday 1st October, leave Sunday 2nd October 2011.


Opening times Thursday and Friday 6pm to 10pm and Saturday 2pm to 10pm.


Resolved that James Dean & Sons Fun Fair are permitted to visit The Green on the above requested dates, with the usual hiring conditions and subject to there being no other bookings.

6245.
STEAM FAIR & COUNTRY SHOW – USE OF MILLENNIUM GREEN

Approval of the request to use the Millennium Green for parking at the 2011 Steam Fair & Country Show on 7th and 8th May 2011.


Resolved that the Steam Fair & Country Show is permitted to use the Millennium Green for parking on 7th and 8th May 2011, subject to the usual conditions regarding marshalling.

6246.
COMMON ROAD ALLOTMENTS – HEADS OF TERMS AND TENANCY AGREEMENT UPDATE

Members were previously provided with a copy of the suggested Heads of Terms produced by the Clerk and Council’s Solicitor, and forwarded to the Charity for comment.  Members were asked to approve the Clerk’s suggested annual management fee of £500.


Resolved that the Heads of Terms document is approved, together with the suggested annual management fee of £500, and that the Charity is advised accordingly.


With regard to the Tenancy Agreement, the Council’s Solicitors advise that all reference to the Council should be removed as it is a legal agreement between the Charity and the tenant.  Reference to the Council should be in the execution clause at the end.  In future a covering letter could be sent to each new tenant to advise that the Council is managing the day to day running of the site.  The document states that tenants should give twelve months notice if they wish to vacate their plot, however this is often impractical.  The Charity is obliged to give twelve months notice, as landlord, an additional clause is suggested to allow the Charity to accept a reasonable shorter notice period of two months to give time for removal of crops and buildings from the plot and for a new tenant to be ready to take his/her place.  The amended documents do not need to be reissued until the start of the new tenancy period.  The Charity has been asked to approve the suggested amendments to the document.

6247.
COMMON ROAD ALLOTMENTS – PARKING ISSUES

Following the September meeting, all complaints regarding parking problems in the area of the Common Road allotments have been logged.  Members were asked to consider the Clerk’s recommendation that the Charity is advised that there is an identified problem with parking in the area of the allotments and that they provide parking spaces on site.  Copies of comments from residents and plot holders complaining about the parking problems, and plans/costs for provision of a parking area were previously circulated.  The Charity would need to fund this, although every attempt has been made to keep costs to a minimum.


Resolved that the Charity is advised that this Committee feels there is an identified problem with parking in the area of the Common Road Allotments, and they are asked to provide parking space within the site, as per the Clerk’s suggested plan and costs.

6248.
NORTON ROAD ALLOTMENT – COMPOSTING TOILET

The tenants of the Norton Road Allotments have been consulted on whether they wish to have a composting toilet on site, and if they would be willing to have an increase in their tenancy fees to cover running costs.  Copies of comments from tenants, and details of possible funding sources to purchase and install the toilet were previously provided.  Due to a fairly low response to the consultation, and lack of support, it was:

Resolved that as there is not an overwhelming desire for provision of a composting toilet on site, the matter is left on the table for the time being.
6249.
TEASEL – UPDATES AND REQUESTS FOR WORK TO BE DONE

Members were previously provided with a report from Paul Redwood of Teasel, and asked to consider requests for work to be done:


Centenary Wood

Asked if there are any plans to put in a bridge that is in keeping with the area, or to reinstall the current one with a non-slip wooden surface, minus the handrail.


Resolved that Teasel are advised that wooden equipment installed by the Council is frequently vandalised, therefore a metal option was chosen.  There was also a cost implication to consider.  The current metal surface of the bridge is non-slip.


Kingfisher Way

Requested an update on when the contractor (CBC) is due to complete the initial work and subsequent handover to Teasel.


Resolved that Andrew Gwillam, Public Rights of Way Officer, Central Beds Council, is advised that Teasel are ready to start the regular maintenance work of the Kingfisher Way, and are waiting for Central Beds to carry out the initial heavy clearance work.

Millennium Green disabled access

Suggested installing a disabled kissing gate at entrance on Rook Tree Lane, replace the iron gate opposite path to the Church, and consider a solution to replace the small gate at Bury Farm entrance.


Resolved that Teasel are advised that following recent clearance/repair works by Teasel and the Council, we are happy with the entrances to Millennium Green at this time.


Millennium Green

Have sought advice on what would be an appropriate planting plan for areas of the green, in particular the boundary between the end of Millennium Green and the next field, believed to be under J&F Hyde’s management.  Queried whether the Council still has access to free trees.


Resolved that the Committee welcomes discussing planting plans with Teasel, showing types of trees requested and planting positions.  We believe that we no longer have access to free trees, however we would try to assist in sourcing trees at the most advantageous cost to Teasel.

Lighting opposite the Mill

Requested an update on the situation.  Teasel have been advised that the two new lighting columns are now in place.


Purchase of mower

Request submitted for £600 allocated from Centenary Wood funding.  The cheque has been forwarded.


Mill Nature Reserve update

The Reserve has now achieved Local Nature Reserve (LNR) status and work is underway to get County Wildlife Status for all or part of the Reserve.  It was understood that Meadow 3 already had this status but this turned out to be incorrect.  It is the Ivel that is designated as an LNR.  Work on the boardwalk will start this month and access from Mill Lane into the site is currently being progressed with Highways.


A request has also been made to site a dog waste bin near the Mill Nature Reserve.


Resolved that Teasel is advised that dog waste bins must be sited close to the road itself in order for it to be emptied by Central Beds Council.  A request can be made for Central Beds to provide the bin, or this Committee may consider purchasing it.

6250.
FORD BRIDGE & A1M/WRAYFIELDS

Members were provided with a copy of Councillor Mrs Bundock’s report on her site visit, as Highways Representative, with Mr Chapman and Mr O’Leary of Highways regarding Ford Bridge and the A1M/Wrayfields junction on 6th December 2010.  A full copy of the report can be found on file.

· Attending the site meeting: Councillors Mrs Bundock, Mrs Hyde, the Clerk, Mr Chapman (Highways), Mr O’Leary (Highways), and two residents.

· Advised Amey representatives on history of situation – previous Town Council requests for designation of a Quiet Lanes area, participation in creating the Green Infrastructure Plan, and Town Plan which showed wishes of residents for this area.  Previous Town Council requests for a weight restriction for the bridge.  Bridge is now known to be a bat roost.

· Expressed concerns over volume of heavy traffic, particularly due to use of Sat Navs.


The Highways representatives agreed to look at our proposals in detail.  They felt that whatever decision was made some remedial work would still have to be made to the bridge to prevent a complete collapse, but that a bridge closure with removable bollards for authorised access was possible.  This might only be done with funding from the Town Council.  The stopping up of the road from the A1M was more complex since this involved wider, not just local issues.


Resolved that Councillor Mrs Bundock’s report is noted, and a response from Highways on the matter is awaited.

6251.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN



Resolved that the following is reported to Aragon Housing:

· There is still a large amount of litter within the Hallworth House boundary.

6252.
FAULTY LIGHTING




Resolved that the following is reported to Highways:

· Chase Lighting Watchman, Jayne Baker, for an urgent night time scout at the Hitchin Road roundabout. The roundabout lights and bollards are still not illuminated.  We now have a very large development adjacent to the roundabout, with an increasing volume of traffic.  There has also been a recent change to the roundabout road markings, which are not easy to see.

· Column number 8 on the footpath between Silverbirch Avenue and Taylors Road is intermittently on and off.

· Column number 1 in Regent Street outside Summerfield Court is not working.




Resolved that the following is reported to Terry Seymour:

· Two lighting columns on Arlesey Road – on left going towards Etonbury outside Total Garage, and on right outside the car sales.  Both not lighting.

It was pointed out by a Member that there is a very dark corner on the Hitchin Road Rec, backing on to the Bowls Club, which is not illuminated by any nearby lighting, and might need a lighting column.  Members felt this was not necessary.
6253.
GENERAL WORK

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· Request again for pre-warning signs for the new road markings on the Hitchin Road roundabout.  We acknowledge the response from our local MP and the Transport Minister that the markings are according to the Highway Code, however their response that local people will get used to the markings is not supported, as not everyone who uses the roundabout is local.  This is now an urgent matter which needs attending to before a serious accident occurs.

6254.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

The Clerk advised of a local company who have offered allotment plot holders in Stotfold free mulch delivered direct to their plot.  Notices to that effect have been posted at both allotment sites.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.17pm

CHAIRMAN
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