MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2010 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

A Cooper






S Hayes


Mrs J Hyde






B Saunders


L Stoter
Also present:
The Assistant Clerk, Andy Bainbridge and Pat Mait from Stotfold Junior Football Club
6180.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Clarey and Mrs Lewin
6181.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in any item relating to the Common Road Allotments.

6182.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no questions from the public

MATTERS ARISING

6183.
Bus shelters – funding (see minute 6189 – 14/07/10)

Central Bedfordshire Council have advised that there is no funding available for bus shelters at this time. Adshel and JC Moreaux are to be contacted by the office to see if they can provide shelters.
6184.
General Work (see minute 6205 – 14/07/10)

Cllr Stoter advised the committee that after he had contacted BBC 3 Counties radio and BBC Look East, Anglian Water have again tested the water at Hitchin Road and have confirmed that it is not sewage and it is not mains water.  They have dug up the site and have carried out a temporary repair by placing a clamp on the leaking pipe.

Alistair Burt MP has replied to our query regarding road markings on the Hitchin Road/A507 roundabout and it was pointed out that there are only markings on the road showing traffic the correct lane to be in. It was decided that a letter would be sent to Highways requesting signage on the roads from Stotfold and Fairfield Park entrances to the roundabout.
6185.
CORRESPONDENCE


There were no items of correspondence.

6186.
STOTFOLD JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB 
Mr Andy Bainbridge introduced himself and the club secretary Mrs Pat Mait and explained that over the past few years the Junior Football Club has seen a large increase in children wishing to play football and they are now in a situation where they are running out of pitches.  They have identified areas in the town and requested the Town Council’s help in approaching land owners to see if any are willing to allow the football club to use their land. After consideration the committee decided that the ownership of the land on Hitchin Road between the Two Chimney’s and Letchworth Cemetery should be clarified and the owner approached as there is already a full sized pitch on the land. The developers of Fairfield Park should be contacted to find out when the football pitch on their site will be ready for use. The developers of Land South of Stotfold should also be approached for information regarding green spaces on their development and Roecroft School should be contacted to see if they are willing to allow the Football Club to use their fields until they relocate to their new site and it was
Resolved that the office would contact the owners of the above land to see if any would be willing to allow Stotfold Junior Football Club to use their land.

The members of Stotfold Junior Football Club left at this point.

6187.
GOAL POST FOR THE GREEN

Following a request from a young resident for an additional fixed goal post on The Green, similar to the current one already in situ, members were asked to approve the quote from Rellion Engineering of £220.00 + vat. 

Resolved that the quote from Rellion Engineering to fabricate a new goal post for £220.00 + vat be accepted with funds from the Recreation Ground Rolling Improvement Fund
6188.
REVIEW LANDSCAPE/GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT
Members were asked to consider the requirements of the landscape/grass cutting contract for

approval by the Establishment Committee, prior to inviting tenders for the 2011-2014 contract

period.
It was pointed out by members that the Handyman Contract should also have been considered at this meeting and that a diagram/map to define areas would have been useful when considering the landscape/grass cutting contracts.



Recommended that

i) Grass cutting outside Toybox Nursery is added to the contract

ii) Cutting larger area of Riverside Recreation Ground – if and when needed.

iii) The cutting of the bank between Brayes Manor and Rook Tree Lane is removed from the contract.
iv) The amended landscape/grass-cutting contract (pertaining to this Committee),  be forwarded to the next Establishment Committee meeting for approval, with the main body of the contracts also being approved at that meeting, prior to advertising for tenders.

6189.
RENEW LICENCE FOR THURSTON’S FAIR FOR PERIOD 2011 – 2016 AND CONSIDER ANNUAL VISIT CHARGE

To consider renewing the licence for Thurston’s Fair to use The Green to mark the Stotfold Feast during the years 2011-2016. 
Recommended that a new 5 year licence is offered under the same terms with an increase in charges as follows:

2011
£460.00

2012
£470.00

2013
£480.00

2014
£490.00

2015
£500.00

6190.
TOWN PLAN ACTION POINTS
Members were asked to consider and establish priorities for the Town Plan Action Points identified as being relevant to this Committee.

Resolved that the actions identified in the Town Plan, relevant to this Committee, are placed on future agendas, starting with high priority items.
With regard to 14.8 Traffic – Use of cycles and cycle paths, as per the Town Plan, it was:
Further Resolved that an item is included in the Council’s Stotfold News article, to invite local cycle groups/forums to contact the Council to discuss cycle paths in the town.
6191.
COMMON ROAD ALLOTMENTS – PARKING ISSUES

Members were informed that the office is receiving an increasing number of complaints regarding on-road parking on Common Road since the new allotments have become occupied. 


Members requested that the office logs all complaints and gets names and address so that the committee can make a better informed decision on the correct course of action.


6192.
TREE WORK – THE GREEN AND ANY OTHER IDENTIFIED AREAS
Members were asked to consider whether any tree works are required at The Green, or elsewhere in the town and it was:
Resolved that quotes for the following work are obtained
· To lift the crowns on the trees on The Green in the area of the newly installed lighting columns.

· To remove broken branch at the green BT box.

6193.
FORD BRIDGE – STRUCTURAL ASSESSMENT 

Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in this item.

Following the July Council meeting where Basil Jackson discussed the structural integrity of Ford   Bridge and its future, Members were asked to consider points in an email from Mr Jackson. After much discussion it was:
Resolved that a letter is sent to Mr Jackson requesting that the road from the A1(M) to Malthouse Lane is closed at the entrance to Centenary Wood and just past the entrance to the car park for the Riverside Recreation Ground and that Ford Bridge is closed to vehicular traffic  and only used by pedestrians and cyclists. 
6194.
EXECUTIVE ACTION – PERMISSION TO SITE SHEDS AND FRUIT BUSHES AT COMMON ROAD ALLOTMENTS

To approve executive action taken by the Clerk, with approval of the Chairman, to grant permission for sheds and fruit bushes (as per Clerk’s Report).

Resolved that executive action taken by the Clerk to grant permission for sheds and fruit bushes during the August sabbatical is approved.
6195.
BUDGET & RESERVES UPDATE


Members were previously provided with a budget update and Reserves status report as at the end of August 2010.  They considered any actions necessary and it was:


Resolved that the budget update and Reserves status report be noted, with comments in the report being taken into account when setting next financial year’s budgets.

.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN

Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by Central Bedfordshire Council’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.




Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· A large amount of litter has accumulated at the underpass at Hitchin Road.
· Litter is building up in Saxon Avenue at the Astwick Road end.

6196.
FAULTY LIGHTING




Resolved that the following be reported to Highways

· Highbush and Hyde Avenue some lights are working others are not

· Church Road no 4 is not working.

· Light by the Two Brewers pub is not working.

6197.
GENERAL WORK

Members were asked to advise on general work to be carried out relating to this Committee.


Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· Brook Street – footway damaged beside car park
· The Avenue – Cat 1 road hole at junction with Church Road

· High Street – Cat 1 road hole at India Lodge Restaurant

· Murrell Lane – Cat 1 road holes at junction with Queen Anne’s Close.

· Norton Road/Baldock – road holes on small roundabout, work was supposed to have been carried out – why no action

· Queen Street – Why no action where the roundabout is to be situated. This junction is very dangerous and Central Beds would be open to a charge of negligence if an accident occurs.

· Lift crowns on trees on Arlesey Road

· Brook Street – footway damaged

· Kingsway South West end – quite deep potholes in centre of road.

· Olivers Lane – never resurfaced from Rook Tree Lane end and now disabled people in buggies are having difficulty travelling along lane.
6198. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Councillors Mrs Cooper and Hyde attended a meeting at Etonbury School regarding bus stops for the No. 90 bus with Steve Welham – Beds Police, Ron Law – Highways, Paul Salmon – CBC Safety, Brijesh Mistry – Amey and Dave Bond – J & D Travel. The site for two bus stops on either side of the road towards The Fox and Duck Public House have been identified and Amey will put up flags and posts supplied by Central Beds at the identified sites.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.45pm
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