MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18th MAY 2011 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey

A Cooper



B Dack



S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde



B Saunders

Also present:



The Assistant Clerk and 1 member of the public
6344.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Collier, Stoter and the Clerk.
6345.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6346.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no questions from the public

MATTERS ARISING

6347.
Ford Bridge & A1M/Wrayfields (see minute 6326-13/04/11)

A letter is awaited from Central Bedfordshire Council which it was hoped would be received in time for this meeting, regarding the Ford Bridge and A1M/Wrayfields access site meeting. The Clerk will chase.
6348.
General work (see minute 6327-13/04/11)
Highways have been chased again for a response to a request for pre-warning signs for the new Hitchin Road roundabout road markings.

6349.
Teasel update (see minute 6330-13/04/11)
With regard to maintenance of the Kingfisher Way, the Chairman advised that she had visited the footpath.  The Central Beds Footpaths team have carried out major reconstruction work on the path at the Baldock Road end up to the area where the developers for the Mill View site have carried out work.  Not all the vegetation has been scrubbed out, and we have not heard back from the Footpaths team as to whether they have finished their heavy work.  There were concerns that a formal agreement should be made with Teasel as to what level of work they should be taking on, as this is a statutory footpath, although it was pointed out that Teasel would only be doing tidying work and Central Beds would still need to do major structural and heavy clearance work.  The Clerk chased for an update on 18th April, and advised that clearance of the ditch and heavy cutting back of the vegetation is far clear of what was expected, and thanked them for the resurfacing work they have done. 
6350.
Future service provision (see minute 6332-13/04/11)
Following ratification of this Committee’s recommendation, Central Beds Council will be advised that we do not wish to take on any additional services until we find out exactly what services are being cut and how much it would be to take these services on.  Also that we believe that there are services which we could handle more efficiently, however we are not prepared to take any on unless we are notified that these services will be cut across the board.
6351.
Damage to grass verges (see minute 6335-13/04/11)
Aragon have been asked to provide parking bays for their tenants in place of the grass verges.  Highways have been asked for guidance regarding local permissions and markings regarding extended footways as in Highbush/Hyde Avenue, where vehicles park on previous grass verges which have been hard surfaced.  Aragon advise that they have looked at the plans for the area and ownership of land and the area in question was adopted by Bedfordshire County Council at the time of their stock transfer and therefore now belong to Central Beds.  No response has been received from Highways. The Fire and Ambulance Services will be contacted to do an access survey and Highways will be asked for the reasons they will not respond to our questions.
6352.
Complaint re newly installed goal posts at The Green (see minute 6336-13/04/11)
The resident who complained about the newly installed goal posts has been advised that we will be monitoring the situation throughout the summer period. This will be reviewed at the next meeting.
6353. 
Central Bedfordshire Prioritised Work Programme 2011/12 (see minute 6333-13/04/11)
Central Beds have been asked if they intend on carrying out the walking and cycling links from Fairfield to Arlesey at the same time as the Fairfield to Arlesey bus route, and also for clarification on whether the Arlesey Road zebra crossing will be a light controlled crossing. Jill Cross from Central Beds has replied and confirmed that the Arlesey Road zebra crossing will not be a light controlled crossing.  Councillors expressed dismay and concern that there would not be light controlled crossing.
6354.
Yellow line request (see minute 6337-13/04/11)
The resident requesting yellow lines outside the butchers on Regent Street has been advised that we have considered the matter and will not be asking Highways to install them in this area for the reasons given at the previous meeting.
6355.
General work (see minute 6340-13/04/11)
Highways have been notified of required works, and have been asked what work is being done to the dropped kerbs at the High Street end of The Avenue, with no response to date.

Mr Summerfield has been asked to repair two broken slats on the climbing frame at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground, and to investigate more efficient repairs to the pothole forming at the entrance to the Brook Street car park.

Investigations are being made into the removal of the unused and empty BT/Post Office box at the junction of The Avenue and High Street.  Also investigations into the hole in the surface under the swings at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.

CORRESPONDENCE

6356.
Play Rangers Easter 2011
Play Rangers have forwarded the Play Ranger figures for Easter 2011.  They were very pleased with the results and the sessions were the best ones ever to end a great 3 years of Play Rangers.  They will keep us updated on their new structure and should know what will be happening by June of this year.  Stotfold’s Hitchin Road Recreation Ground session held on 15th April had a total of 120 children and 45 parents, which was the highest turnout of all sessions in the Mid Bedfordshire area!
6357.
Items available from the Clerk
-
CPRE Fieldwork Spring 2011

-
Allotment & Leisure Gardener – Issue No. 2, 2011
6358.
PLAY EQUIPMENT CONSULTATION UPDATE

The Chairman confirmed that she had analysed the responses from the 126 returned consultation forms from the local schools and the most requested item in all age groups was a zip wire, closely followed by a climbing frame/net.
6359.
PLAY EQUIPMENT – SECTION 106 MONIES
The Clerk has taken executive action, in consultation with the Chairman, in applying for available Section 106 monies which were due to expire, for a cableway (zip wire) piece of play equipment for the Riverside Playing Field.  Members were asked to approve the executive action, and approve spending a further £3,992.71 on the project from the Committee’s Earmarked Reserves.

Resolved that executive action taken by the Clerk in obtaining S106 monies to part fund provision of zip wire play equipment is approved, and that the Clerk is authorised to spend a further £3992.71 on the project from Earmarked Reserves.
6360.
FENCING REQUEST FOR PLAY AREA AT RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD

To consider a request from a resident for fencing to be installed around the play area at the Riverside Playing Field.

Resolved that situation is monitored and considered at a later date.
6361.
BABUS MEMBERSHIP
To consider membership of Bedford Area Bus Users Society (BABUS) at £12 per annum.  Members will receive a newsletter and invitations to members’ meetings.  The group lobbies for better bus and related services in our area.

Resolved that membership of BABUS at a cost of £12 per annum from the Committee’s Subscriptions/Licences budget is approved.

6362.
FORD BRIDGE, WRAYFIELDS/A1M ACCESS


Central Beds Transportation Section has looked at the feasibility of closing Malthouse Lane to vehicular traffic and retaining the Ford Bridge for pedestrian and cycle use only.  They advise that this would be possible; however it would have to be funded by the Town Council.  While it may only require a minimal amount of work to process a traffic order and design physical measures to prevent vehicle access, the proposal and the traffic order would be subject to consultation, and there is a risk that there could be significant objections.  If this happened, then it could become a protracted and drawn out process which could incur additional cost.  Costs will be for the Order, the physical work and consultation costs.  The Clerk will continue to chase for information.

6363.   UPPERSTONE CLOSE – MAINTENANCE OF GRASSED AREAS
Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest as she owns a property in Upperstone Close.

A query has been received from a resident of Upperstone Close as to who maintains the grass areas in the Close.  Highways believe that it should be the Town Council, as it was adopted by Highways in 1992, however neither the Town Council or Highways currently carry out any maintenance work, in the past local residents have been doing the work.  Members considered whether to carry out future maintenance of these areas and to obtain quotes for the work. After due consideration it was:



Resolved that the areas in question are the responsibility of the individual households.
6364.
HERON WAY/WATERS END – MAINTENANCE OF GRASSED AREAS
Members considered a quote from Rik Golder for maintenance of the three areas of grass which have recently been transferred to the Town Council.  £40 per cut for all three areas – 16 cuts per year.
Resolved that the quote from Rik Golder for the maintenance of the three grassed areas at £40 per cut (16 cuts per year) for all three areas is accepted.

6365.
STREET LIGHTING STRUCTURAL SURVEY


Members considered a street lighting structural survey from Central Beds which was carried out on every street light in Central Bedfordshire. Members noted the contents and it was:
Resolved that the information is passed to electrician Terry Seymour for action if necessary, and that Highways are informed that we do not wish to have the ‘P’ prefix on our lamps as they are already labelled.
6366.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN



Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· There is litter on the footpath between The Pig and Whistle and The High Street.
6367.
FAULTY LIGHTING

None to report. 
6368.
GENERAL WORK

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· Norton Road Roundabout overgrown and messy
· Pix Road – outside first bungalow on right there is damaged pavement and a hole in the verge covered by wood.
· Olivers Lane there is pea shingle on the left hand side where a new fence has been erected – needs gravel boarding to keep shingle in place.
· Public footpath sign missing from Olivers Lane.
· Highways are to be asked for a start date for the roundabout at Queen’s Street/Mill Lane.



Mr Summerfield
· To clear soil and rubbish dumped at Olivers Lane



Other
· Check the grass cutting schedule for Olivers Lane with Rik Golder.
6369.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Councillor Mrs Clarey confirmed that the Town Implementation Group were researching additional funding sources for new playground equipment.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.57pm

CHAIRMAN
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