[image: image1.png]STOTFOLD

&[]~




STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

A meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be held in the Council Chambers at the Simpson Centre on Wednesday 14th September 2011 commencing at 7.30pm
A G E N D A
1.
Apologies
2.
Disclosures of Members interests on matters contained in this agenda

Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3.
Public participation – questions, comments and responses
4.
Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
5.
Correspondence
6.
Woodland Trust – Free Tree Scheme

To consider applying for a free tree pack of 105 ‘Wood Fuel’ trees – ash, birch, cherry, oak and hornbeam on Millennium Green (see attached report and plan by Councillor Mrs Cooper).

7.
Wood treatment for play equipment


Consider adding the following to the Handyman Contract: To apply wood treatment/preservative to the unpainted wooden items of play equipment on an annual basis.
8.
Rolling programme

To further consider this Committee’s Rolling Programme of annual maintenance and development consideration for each of the recreation areas and Norton Road Allotment site.
9.
Play equipment provision at recreation grounds

Following the last meeting where Members were given a report back detailing current play equipment, ideas of costs for replacements, funding sources, etc, Members are now asked to consider whether we wish to update or repair the current play areas – do they require updating/repair, which age group, how many pieces of equipment, appropriate sites. 

10.
Security keys - MUGA

To consider purchasing security keys for the MUGA, as multiple copies are apparently being made and being passed around, resulting in loss of income and unauthorised usage.  Cost of padlock £56.08, each key would cost £9.15 and would only be available from Mid Beds Locksmiths.
11.
Quiet Lanes

To receive a report from Councillor Mrs Clarey on the Council’s previous work on quiet lanes and research recently carried out. 

12.
School Crossing Patrol

Consideration of a request from Central Beds Council to provide financial assistance (£2,500 per year) towards School Crossing Patrol provision for Etonbury School from the start of the new financial year.  BATPC have advised that any sum agreed would need to be allocated when setting the October budgets for next year, and would be under Section 111 of LGA 1972 (subsidiary powers) in conjunction with LG & Rating Act 1997 (traffic calming). 

13.
Norton Road Allotments

An unauthorised allotment plot has been discovered at the Norton Road site, and the person using the plot has been identified.  Consider whether to remove the unauthorised plot, or charge the user for the current year, or past years, setting up a tenancy agreement. 

14.
Highways Town & Parish Council Annual Satisfaction Survey

To complete the Annual Highway Maintenance Survey on their work carried out in 2010.

15.
Meeting with Highways


To receive a report from Councillor Mrs Bundock on a meeting with the Highways department.

16.
Bus Stops Update


To receive a report regarding the recent improvements to the bus stops. 

17.
Central Bedfordshire Highway Maintenance Three-Year Programme 2012-2015

To consider road maintenance programmes required in Stotfold for 2012 – 2015 in conjunction with Central Beds Local Transport Plan. See enclosed letter.
18.
Circus visit

To consider a request for a visit to The Green by Pinders Circus from Thursday 12th April to Sunday 15th April.  The show will be the same size as previous years but will have a different collection of acts.  This visit would give a 1½ week gap between this visit and the next fair visit.

19.
Common Road Allotments – Weed Spray 


To consider purchasing Progreen Kibosh weedspray to eliminate Mares Tail on plots 2b and 4b which currently are unlet due to the weed problem. Each container costs £22.50 and we would need two containers. Mr Summerfield will collect weedspray and spray plots free of charge.

20.
Skate Park Petition


To receive a petition from young people of Stotfold for the provision of a skate park at Fairfield Park.
21.
Budget & reserves update


To receive a budget update and reserves status and take any necessary action.

22.
Litter hotspots around the town


Members to advise on litter hotspots - areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.

23.
Faulty lighting


Members to advise on faulty lighting around the town and related issues.

24.
General work


Members to advise on general work to be carried out relating to this Committee.
25.
Items for information purposes only.

Mrs Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk
9th September 2011
To: 
Councillors Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey, Collier, Cooper, Mrs Cooper, Dack, Hayes, Mrs Hyde, Saunders and Stoter.  

Other Councillors for information only
CLERK’S REPORT
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee
14th September 2011
MATTERS ARISING
Zebra crossing at Etonbury School (see minute 6393-13/07/11)
The Committee’s previous resolution giving objections to the proposed zebra crossing outside Etonbury School has been rescinded, as per Council’s approval at the July Special Council meeting.

Damage to grass verges (see minute 6396-13/07/11)
Highways have been chased for a response regarding ownership of grass verges and extended footways in Highbush/Hyde Avenue to provide parking spaces for residents.

General work (see minute 6397-13/07/11)
BT Openreach has been chased on the matter of ownership and removal of the unused and empty BT box at the junction of The Avenue and High Street. BT have attended the site and we are awaiting their report.
General work (see minute 6397-13/07/11)
Central Beds Council have been chased again regarding the damaged pavement, hole in the verge and requirement for a wider drop kerb outside the first bungalow in Pix Road.

Position of goal posts on The Green (see minute 6398-13/07/11)
Councillor Hayes has marked out the position of the re-sited goal post, and the two Council Contractors will install it in the new position.

Localism – manage and maintain countryside sites, public path network and definitive map (see minute 6400-13/07/11)
The Countryside Access Team will attend the 9th November meeting of this Committee to discuss their suggestions for managing and maintaining countryside sites.
Faulty lighting (see minute 6402-13/07/11)
Terry Seymour has viewed the columns at Saunders Yard and reports that they are not reusable and cannot be sold for scrap.
General work (see minute 6403-13/07/11)
No response has been received from Central Beds Council regarding the ‘No Through Road’ sign on Elliott Way.  They have been chased.

Bus service – Fairfield Park (see minute 6407-13/07/11)
Simon Ayres has been advised that we feel the area of consultation regarding the proposed new bus service for Fairfield is inadequate.  A meeting was held at Fairfield regarding this matter.
Inspection of play areas and allotments (see minute 6410-13/07/11)
Mr Summerfield has carried out the work identified on the inspection report.

Brook Street car park (see minute 6412-13/07/11)
TJ Tarmac has now provided a written quote which is higher than the original verbal quote at £450.00.  Another quote has been received for £325 from Driveway Rejuvenation, which has been accepted.
Maintenance of Town Council owned street lights (see minute 6413-13/07/11)
Terry Seymour is currently carrying out ‘Red’ risk repair works on relevant identified street lights as per the Central Beds inspection report.

Allotments update (see minute 6416-13/07/11)
The Clerk has provided the Charity with a report on the Common Road Allotments for their August meeting.

Litter hotspots (see minute 6417 13/07/11)

Central Beds Council have been advised that there is broken glass around The Green and we have queried their policy on picking up broken glass.  A letter has been sent to the Total Petrol Service Station on Arlesey Road advising that large numbers of plastic gloves from their garage were picked up during the recent Big Tidy Up litter pick and suggesting that they remove them from the units at night.
Faulty Lighting (see minute 6418 13/07/11)
Terry Seymour has been thanked for his continued hard work with regard to the street lighting contract and the intermittent fault with column S2 in Hazel Grove has been reported to him.
General Work (see minute 6419 1307/11)
Regarding:
· Road hole outside no. 19 Church Road – this has been reported to Central Beds

· Blocked drain outside 16 Regent Street – this  has been cleared by Central Beds

· Reinstatment of grass at The Avenue (junction with High Street) – this has been reported to Central Beds.

· Mr Summerfield has fixed a metal supporting bracket to the bottom plank of the Common Road Allotment vehicle gate.

AGENDA ITEM 7 – WOODLAND TRUST FREE TREE SCHEME

Report by Councillor Mrs Cooper
Re: Tree planting on Millennium Green by Teasel/community groups to celebrate Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II.

I was approached by Pam Manfield who had received leaflets from the Woodland Trust.  Every autumn and spring free packs of trees to plant are available to community groups.  Small packs – 105 plants are suitable for a copse or hedge.  There are 4 different packs of choice “Wood Fuel” (not that we’ll be burning them!) seemed most suitable comprising Ash, Birch, Cherry, Oak and Hornbeam.  All trees are native and are supplied as small saplings about 20 – 40cm in height.

Pam is keen to involve the scout groups and Watch group that meets at the Mill on a monthly basis.  The young people would be involved in planting and on-going care of planting alongside Teasel and Pam is willing to co-ordinate this.  She needs Town Council permission for the planting areas on land we own.

I have met with Robert Smith on site, who is probably “Chief Car Parking Warden” for Mill events that use Millennium Green for car parking at the May and October events.  Suitable areas to put planting in include – area just behind St Mary’s School playing field, alongside river boundary area and far eastern corner of Millennium Green.  A further planting could run parallel to and within the boundary hedge on the western side adjoining set-aside land.  Extra planting on Millennium Green should increase the wildlife diversity and value of the area.
Further planting could take place using different species, plus some trees I have nurtured in pots at home – Oaks.  We should note that we have 12 surviving Millennium Oaks, planted in year 2000, a 60% success rate – brilliant!
Site map:
Order of meetings for 14th September 2011


7.00pm	Planning


7.30pm Recreation Grounds, Public Lands & Lighting Committee
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