MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH JULY 2010 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey






A Cooper



S Hayes






Mrs J Hyde



Mrs L Lewin






B Saunders



L Stoter

Also present:



The Clerk

6180.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Collier.

6181.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Lewin declared an interest in any item relating to the Norton Road allotments as she is a plot tenant.  Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in any item relating to the Common Road allotments as she is a Trustee of the Charity who own the land.  Councillor Mrs Clarey declared an interest in the item regarding Millennium Green as it was a family member who originally raised the issue about access.


Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6182.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

6183.
Common Road allotments (see minute 6139-12/05/10)
The Clerk and Mr Summerfield have measured, marked out and numbered 93 half plots at the Common Road allotments.  The fencing to the top left half of the boundary, abutting the rear gardens of Vaughan Road, provided by the Charity, has been installed.  The water pipework will be connected shortly.  The entranceway has been slightly widened to allow a vehicle to deposit road scalping, or carry out any future maintenance work, and a spare lockable and removable (Town Council) bollard has been fixed in place to prevent unauthorised vehicular access.  Residents on the waiting list have been offered a plot and the appropriate paperwork is being issued.

Concern was raised over potential issues with parking in Common Road, and the Clerk advised that she had also started receiving comments from local residents voicing their concerns on this matter.  She advised that the first few allotments at the front right hand side of the field have not been allocated at this point, and she will speak again with the Trustees to see if they would consider allowing this area for a few parking spaces to alleviate parking problems at the head of Common Road.


Thanks were given to the Clerk and Mr Summerfield for their hard work in setting up and laying out the allotments, and for working with Mr Sharman of the Trustees.
6184.
Items for information (see minute 6151-09/06/10)
A supply of road scalping will be deposited at the Norton Road allotments shortly.  Mr Summerfield has been asked to spread evenly over the surface.

6185.
Streetlight for Mowbray Crescent (see minute 6153-09/06/10)
A letter of authorisation for works to be carried out on his wall has been received from the resident concerned, and has been forwarded to Jayne Baker, Lighting Watchman.  The Clerk has asked for notification of when the work to erect the new lighting column is to be carried out.
6186.
Consider possible works required on part of Kingfisher Way to rear of Mill View development (see minute 5165-09/06/10)
Andrew Gwilliam, Rights of Way Officer, has confirmed that he will be clearing back all growth on ditches on the Kingfisher Way behind the Mill View development.

6187.
Sites for new allotments (see minute 6157-09/06/10)
The landowner of the field opposite Norton Road allotments has been asked if he would be willing to sell or lease a portion for use as additional allotments.

6188.
Yellow line audit (see minute 6159-09/06/10)
Highways advise that each request for yellow lines requires a visit to the site to collect data against criteria, against which they are ranked 0 – 5 stars:

· Road safety

· Congestion relief

· Capacity improvement

· Environmental impact

· Promotion of integrated transport

· Improving accessibility

· Council policy

· Cost

Taking the above factors into account, they have awarded “0 stars” on their ranking system, as the proposals would not provide sufficient benefit to the community to justify the cost of implementation.  They do not consider it likely that it will be possible to carry out these works in the foreseeable future, although details of the requests will be retained on file and reconsidered if circumstances or regulations change. 
Members requested that an item is included in the Stotfold News to advise residents that we have been proactive in requesting yellow lines around the town, and this is the result.  If they have any comments to make on the subject, they should direct them to Highways.  
6189.
Bus shelters – funding (see minute 6162-09/06/10)
The suggested sites for bus shelters and requests for funding have been forwarded to Central Bedfordshire Council, with no response to date.  However a resident has complained that we are requesting funding for shelters, when the bus services are being cut.
6190.
Grass cutting on the verge on High Street outside The Grange (see minute 6173-09/06/10)
Mr Golder has been asked to add this verge to his regular grass cutting routine, and has agreed to do so.  This is on a temporary basis until the land is transferred to the developers of the Land South of Stotfold for vision splay works.  The owner of Toy Box Day Nurseries has been advised accordingly.


It was pointed out that the area behind The Grange, in Mulberry Drive is also very overgrown, and a letter is to be sent to the developer of that estate, Mr Daniels, to ask him to deal with the matter at the earliest opportunity.

6191.
Allotments Association (see minute 6174-09/06/10)
The resident enquiring about setting up an allotments association has been provided with contact details for the National Association of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners Ltd, and other useful information.  He has not yet provided a report on his intentions.
6192.
Central Bedfordshire Council 2010/2011 Highway Maintenance and Integrated Works Programme (see minute 6192-09/06/10)
With regard to the proposed works for Ford Bridge, and following the meeting with Basil Jackson regarding the matter at the June Council meeting, it was confirmed that any discussions with Mr Jackson regarding the bridge will be with this Committee.  Mr Jackson will be providing answers to the questions raised at the Council meeting, and which will be provided to Members at the September meeting of this Committee.  A request was made for sight of the results of the structural assessment of Ford Bridge.

6193.
Grass verge between 89 to 99 Hitchin Road – Hard surfacing or bollards (see minute 6164 09/06/10)

Following the Committee’s agreement that the area between 89 and 99 Hitchin Road should be tarmaced, as per the Highways Area Steward’s recommendation, wooden bollards have recently been installed in the grass verge.  This is not what was agreed, and the Committee will monitor the situation to see if it prevents vehicles parking on the verge.

CLERK’S INFORMATION & CORRESPONDENCE 

6194.
Goal posts – The Green

Following the recent School Council visit where a request from young residents was made for an additional fixed goal post on The Green, investigations are being made as to cost and type of goal posts, as the current one is an unusual size and construction.  Costs and options will be on the September agenda for Members to consider.  It was suggested that as the original posts were fabricated to the Committee’s design, that Rellion Engineering are asked to provide a quote for the same specification.

6195.
Correspondence available from the Clerk

Allotment & Leisure Gardener – Issue No. 2, 2010.

6196.
ALLOTMENT LEASE RATES – NORTON ROAD AND COMMON ROAD

As we are required by law to give 12 months notice of any tenancy rate increase on allotments, Members were asked to consider carrying out the rate review at this meeting, and annually in July thereafter.  

Members were also asked to consider the Clerk’s recommendation that the rate remains at £30 for the year commencing 2012.  In October 2009 there was an increase in allotment rates to £30 per full plot or £15 per ½ plot.  This rent increase is to take effect from 29th September 2010 (start of allotment tenancy year).

The new incoming tenants at the Common Road allotments will receive an invoice for their plot at the end of September this year for the forthcoming allotment year ending September 2011, at the rate of £30 full plot, £15 ½ plot.

The existing Common Road allotment tenants have been advised by the Charity that they will remain on their current rates until September 2011, when their rent will then be increased to £30 for a full plot.

The Clerk’s recommendation is that the rent stays at £30 for both allotment sites for the period 29th September 2011 to 28th September 2012, with a review of the rates taking place in July of 2011 for the 2012/13 allotment year.


Resolved that the allotment rent for Common Road and Norton Road remains at £30 for the period 29th September 2011 to 28th September 2012, with a review of the rates to take place in July of 2011 for the 2012/13 allotment year.

6197.
STREET LIGHTING BETWEEN THE MILL AND THE MILL NATURE RESERVE

For information, Central Bedfordshire Council have advised that they will not be contributing towards this work, however The Mill have pledged £1,500.


With regard to a previous query as to whether planning permission would be required, the initial response from Central Beds Planning is that it wouldn’t be required.


Members were asked to consider a quotation from Terry Seymour to erect two street lighting columns, sited as per the map produced at the last meeting, to the original quote specification, with all EDF works included, at £3,800 plus vat.


Resolved that the quotation from Terry Seymour in the sum of £3,800 plus vat to erect two street lighting columns, as above, be accepted, with funds from the EMR – Street Lighting Fund.
6198.
CONNECTION OF LIGHTING COLUMNS AND REPLACEMENT OF DANGEROUS COLUMNS


Members were asked to consider the following quotations from Terry Seymour:

1)
To connect a lighting column on the footway between Coppice Mead and Roe Close (S1F), which appears to have never been connected, for £700 plus vat.

2)
To connect a lighting column in the new car park area of Highbush Road (S6G).  This column is overgrown with tree branches and very inaccessible for maintenance purposes.  In order to get this column into light the car park area would have to be dug up accordingly.  Suggests relocating the existing column in front of the newly built properties, allowing EDF Energy to hook up to buried cables accordingly.  £900 including footpath excavation and reinstatement works as required, and all EDF Energy works.


3)
To replace column S14 in Hitchin Road which is in danger of falling over.  The root flange has broken therefore causing the column to lean towards the property.  Suggests siting a replacement column approx 3 metres to the right of the existing column, complete with new 70 watt SON-T lantern to allow the owner better access to his property.  £1,850 plus vat including all excavation/reinstatement works and EDF Energy works.  Alternatively, a replacement column sited adjacent to position of existing one, £1,195 plus vat.




Resolved that 



1)
The quotation from Terry Seymour for the above works on the footway between Coppice Mead and Roe Close at £700 plus vat be accepted, with funds from the EMR – Street Lighting Fund.



2)
The quotation from Terry Seymour for the above works in Highbush Road at £900 be accepted, with funds from the EMR – Street Lighting Fund.



3)
The quotation from Terry Seymour for above works to reposition the column on Hitchin Road at £1,850 plus vat be accepted, with funds from the EMR – Street Lighting Fund.

6199.
METAL BRIDGE FOR ENTRANCE TO CENTENARY WOOD

Members were asked to consider a second quote from Rellion Engineering for an aluminium chequer plate 3m x 1.5m, plus handrails at two levels.  This would form the top plate of a bridge, with substantial posts as bridging supports to which the plate could be bolted.  Sleepers are either 2.4m or 2.6m which means they wouldn’t be long enough.  However, substantial posts can be purchased.  Mr Dilley has confirmed he is willing to lift the sleepers and metal plate into position, but can’t carry out the work until mid September.

To supply 1 aluminium sheet 3m x 1.5m

To manufacture handrail with etched primer and top coat power paint in green

£375 plus vat.

To supply the above without paint finish

£320 plus vat.

Posts 3m x 6” x 6” £26.95 each Hertfordshire Timber

Posts 3m x 6” x 5” £18.00 each Jarrett Fencing

Mr Dilley’s charge for lifting into place £100.

Resolved that the quotation from Rellion for the metal plate and handrail with painted finish at £375 plus vat is accepted.  Two wooden posts are to be purchased from Hertfordshire Timber at £26.95 each, and Mr Dilley’s quotation of £100 for lifting work is accepted.  The posts and metal work are to be delivered to the site on a suitable date for Mr Dilley, and Mr Summerfield is to assist in putting the bridge together.

6200.
HITCHIN ROAD CYCLE/FOOTWAY

A copy of the proposed cycle track and reduced speed limits along Hitchin Road, Arlesey Road, High Street and Brook Street was displayed for Members.  Comments were made, and it was:


Resolved that Central Beds are thanked, and that we welcome the plans of the cycle track, but wanted to have seen raised tables, such as the ones proposed for High Street, or chicanes for speed reducing measures.  Speed humps are not favoured due to issues with damage to vehicles, potential noise nuisance to nearby properties, they are difficult for users of mobility scooters to go over and may also cause pain in doing so, and they may also cause pain to disabled drivers/passengers in vehicles crossing the humps.  We don’t consider speed humps to be efficient at slowing down vehicles.  They are also to be asked to consult the Ivel Valley Cycle Forum for their thoughts.

6201.
IMPROVED ACCESS TO MILLENNIUM GREEN AND ACCESS AUDIT
Members were asked to consider possible improved access to Millennium Green, in particular from Rook Tree Lane, and to consider the previously carried out access audit on this area.

It was pointed out that many of the kissing gates in the town, including those accessing Millennium Green, have a bracing bar which prevents prams, etc from going through.
It was acknowledged that we need to provide improved access for Millennium Green, and it was:


Resolved that 

· The entrance on Rook Tree Lane with the overgrowth and remains of a concrete and metal kissing gate is cleared and widened.  The hedge is to be cut back and soil and gravel is to be put in the entrance way to level it.

· The horizontal cross bar in the kissing gate on Rook Tree Lane adjacent to the main 5-bar gate entrance is to be removed to improve access.  It is to be kept aside in case in needs to be put back in place.
6202.
ROSPA PLAY AREA SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT

Members were previously provided with details on areas identified by ROSPA as high risk following their recent play area safety inspection.


Resolved that the matters identified by ROSPA as high risk are passed to Mr Summerfield to action.  A list of medium risk work will be put together by the Clerk and Chairman for Mr Summerfield to work through, and the Committee will be advised of those accordingly.

 6203.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN

There were no litter hotspots identified.

Members were reminded that the Big Tidy Up will be taking place on Sunday 18th July, starting at 11am from the Simpson Centre.  Thanks were given to Councillor Cooper for putting up posters advertising the event.  Members were advised that Terry Seymour Electrical and Mark Thomas Plumbing have both very kindly donated funds towards the event.

6204.
FAULTY LIGHTING

There were no faulty lights reported.

6205.
GENERAL WORK

Members were asked to advise on general work to be carried out relating to this Committee.

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· Fly tipping on the track between Brown’s Farm and the Norton Road underpass.

· Fox & Duck are fly posting again in several places, out as far as Ickleford.

· St Mary’s Avenue and Upperstone Close – road name boards loose in ground one side.

· Litter bin on verge at the junction with Alexander Road needs to be properly reseated into the ground.

· St Mary’s Avenue - Nos. 23 and 24 and cul de sac end – road and footway severely damaged.

· St Mary’s Avenue – No. 19 – overgrowth from property is now completely blocking the footway.  Resident has been asked before by Town Council and did not respond.  Highways requested to now deal with matter.

· Church Road – No. 62 – reinstatement in road has sunk.

· Church Road – No. 101 – footway damaged beside new fence.

· Church Road – large pothole again on public footpath between The Roecroft Centre and The Vicarage, leading to the churchyard.

· Unsecured metal plate covering missing road drain cover opposite junction with Alexander Road, this has been left this like for several weeks.

· Church Road - Area marked for work on access to No. 55, but nothing done.

· Church Road – No. 31 is accessing their property without the benefit of a dropped kerb.

· Church Road – No. 4 – appears to have created an extra vehicle access without the benefit of a dropped kerb and has damaged the footway.

· Church Road – Roadway close to Spenser House and opposite No. 9 – an area here has tarmac banked up against the kerb, the result of poor work when the road was resurfaced.  This now also shows signs of breaking up and should be inspected.

· Post in High Street near Barndell Close indicating directions to Baldock is now leaning.

· Norton Road roundabout – CBC to instruct developers to cut this back as it is a road safety issue.

· Hedging along shared cycle/footway to Fairfield Park between A507 and Fairfield Park needs cutting back.  There are brambles, roses and lots of other varieties that are obstructing the tarmaced surface.

· Copious weeds/shrubs need trimming back between last house (even nos.) western side of Hitchin Road along pathway/cycleway, and side of road up to and including A507 underpass.  This is in a disgraceful condition.

· Horsechestnut area on Norton Road – covered in brambles and thistles, etc and appears to have had no maintenance work on it for some time.  This was originally a wildflower area which was damaged when work was carried out on Norton Road roundabout.  It needs reinstating to its original condition.

Anglian Water
· The puddle of dirty coloured water has appeared again on Hitchin Road, and is larger than last time.  Please deal with this as a matter of urgency as it is thought it might present a health and safety risk.

Mr Golder
· To look at the trees near the new street lamps on The Green and to investigate cutting back or lifting of crowns.  Can he do this or should it be for a tree surgeon, if so, how high should they be raised?  Is there any other required work in this area?
Mr Summerfield
· To strim all vegetation and hedging for a considerable distance in front of the Stotfold sign on Norton Road.

· Remove the pallet which has been thrown over the Norton Road allotment hedge, and the pile of rubble and plastic dumped under the new noticeboard.

Alistair Burt MP
· A letter is to be sent regarding the new road markings on the Hitchin Road/A507 roundabout.  We have previously been advised that the changes in markings are as a result of a change of legislation, and ask if this is correct, if so, why? is this a national scheme as it is very unsafe.
6206.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.08pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED
