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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

A meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be held in the Council Chambers at the Simpson Centre on Wednesday 14th July 2010 commencing at 7.30pm
A G E N D A
1.
Apologies.

2.
Disclosures of Members interests on matters contained in this agenda.  Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3.
Public participation – questions, comments and responses.

4.
Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only).
5.
Clerk’s Report and Correspondence.
6.
Allotment lease rates – Norton Road and Common Road

As we are required by law to give 12 months notice of any tenancy rate increase on allotments, Members are asked to consider carrying out the rate review at this meeting, and annually in July thereafter.  Members are also asked to approve the Clerk’s recommendation that the rate remains at £30 for the year commencing 2012.  This is to assist with the influx of new tenants at Common Road allotments, some of whom will still be paying the Charity at their current charged rates until September 2011.  The existing tenants have been advised that the next rate increase will be for £30.
7.
Street lighting between the Mill and the Mill Nature Reserve

To consider a quotation from Terry Seymour to erect two street lighting columns, sited as per the map produced at the last meeting, to the original quote specification, with all EDF works included, at £3,800 plus vat.

8.
Connection of lighting columns and replacement of dangerous columns

1)
To consider a quotation from Terry Seymour to connect a lighting column on the footway between Coppice Mead and Roe Close (S1F), which appears to have never been connected, for £700 plus vat.  

2)
To consider a quotation from Terry Seymour to connect a lighting column in the new car park area of Highbush Road (S6G).  This column is overgrown with tree branches and very in accessible for maintenance purposes.  In order to get this column into light the car park area would have to be dug up accordingly.  He suggests relocating the existing column in front of the newly built properties, allowing EDF Energy to hook up to nearby buried cables accordingly.  £900 including footpath excavation and reinstatement works as required, and all EDF Energy works. 

3)
To consider a quote from Terry Seymour to replace column S14 in Hitchin Road which is in danger of falling over.  The root flange of this column has broken therefore causing the column to lean towards the property (photographs are available for the meeting).  He suggests siting a replacement column approximately 3 metres to the right of the existing column, complete with new 70 watt SON-T lantern to allow the owner better access to his property and avoiding any case of contact with one opposite his property.  £1,850 plus vat, including all excavation/reinstatement works and EDF Energy connections.  Alternatively a replacement column can be sited adjacent to the existing one, at £1,195 plus vat.
9.
Metal bridge for entrance to Centenary Wood

To consider a second quote from Rellion Engineering for an aluminium chequer plate 3m x 1.5m £170.  This would form the top plate of a bridge, with substantial posts as bridging supports to which the plate could be bolted.  Sleepers are either 2.4m or 2.6m which means they wouldn’t be long enough.  However, substantial posts can be purchased.  A handrail could also be bolted to the post.  Posts 3m x 6” x 6” £26.95 each (Hertfordshire Timber), or 3m x 5” x 5” £18.00 each (Jarrett Fencing). 

Mr Dilley is willing to lift the sleepers and metal plate into position, at a cost of £100, but can’t carry out the work until mid September.

10.
Hitchin Road cycle/footway

To receive a copy of the cycle track along Hitchin Road, Arlesey Road, High Street, Brook Street, together with areas of proposed reduced speed limits.  This will be on display at the meeting.

11.
Improved access to Millennium Green and Access Audit

To consider possible improved access to Millennium Green, and to consider undertaking an access audit for this area.
12.
ROSPA Play Area Safety Inspection Report

To receive the ROSPA Play Area Safety Inspection Report following their inspection carried out during May where some high risks have been identified (attached).

13.
Litter hotspots around the town

Members to advise on litter hotspots - areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.
14.
Faulty lighting

Members to advise on faulty lighting around the town and related issues.

15.
General work

Members to advise on general work to be carried out relating to this Committee.
16.
Any items for information purposes only.

Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk

8th July 2010
To: 
Councillors Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey, Collier, Cooper, Mrs Cooper, Hayes, Mrs Hyde, Mrs Lewin, Saunders and Stoter.  
Other Councillors for information only
CLERK’S REPORT
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee
14th July 2010
FOR INFORMATION
Following the recent School Council visit where a request from young residents was made for an additional fixed goal post on The Green, investigations are being made as to cost and type of goal posts, as the current one is an unusual size and construction.  Costs and options will be on the September agenda for Members to consider.

MATTERS ARISING
Common Road allotments (see minute 6139-12/05/10)
The Clerk and Mr Summerfield have measured, marked out and numbered 93 half plots at the Common Road allotments.  The fencing to the top left half of the boundary, abutting the rear gardens of Vaughan Road, provided by the Charity, has been installed, as has the water pipework.  We are waiting for Anglian Water to connect the water supply.  The entranceway has been slightly widened to allow a vehicle to deposit road scalping, or carry out any future maintenance work, and a spare lockable and removable (Town Council) bollard has been fixed in place to prevent unauthorised vehicular access.  Residents on the waiting list have been offered a plot and the appropriate paperwork is being issued.
Items for information (see minute 6151-09/06/10)
A supply of road scalping will be deposited at the Norton Road allotments shortly.  Mr Summerfield has been asked to spread evenly over the surface.

Streetlight for Mowbray Crescent (see minute 6153-09/06/10)
A letter of authorisation for works to be carried out on his wall has been received from the resident concerned, and has been forwarded to Jayne Baker, Lighting Watchman.
Consider possible works required on part of Kingfisher Way to rear of Mill View development (see minute 5165-09/06/10)
Andrew Gwilliam, Rights of Way Officer, has confirmed that he will be clearing back all growth on ditches on the Kingfisher Way behind the Mill View development.

Sites for new allotments (see minute 6157-09/06/10)
The landowner of the field opposite Norton Road allotments has been asked if he would be willing to sell or lease a portion for use as additional allotments.
Yellow line audit (see minute 6159-09/06/10)
Highways advise that each request for yellow lines requires a visit to the site to collect data against criteria, against which they are ranked 0 – 5 stars:
· Road safety

· Congestion relief

· Capacity improvement

· Environmental impact

· Promotion of integrated transport

· Improving accessibility

· Council policy

· Cost

Taking the above factors into account, they have awarded “0 stars” on their ranking system, as the proposals would not provide sufficient benefit to the community to justify the cost of implementation.  They do not consider it likely that it will be possible to carry out these works in the foreseeable future, although details of the requests will be retained on file and reconsidered if circumstances or regulations change. 

Bus shelters – funding (see minute 6162-09/06/10)
The suggested sites for bus shelters and requests for funding have been forwarded to Central Bedfordshire Council, with no response to date.  However a resident has complained that we are requesting funding for shelters, when the bus services are being cut.
Grass cutting on the verge on High Street outside The Grange (see minute 6173-09/06/10)
Mr Golder has been asked to add this verge to his regular grass cutting routine, and has agreed to do so.  This is on a temporary basis until the land is transferred to the developers of the Land South of Stotfold for vision splay works.  The owner of Toy Box Day Nurseries has been advised accordingly.

Allotments Association (see minute 6174-09/06/10)
The resident enquiring about setting up an allotments association has been provided with contact details for the National Association of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners Ltd, and other useful information.  He has not yet provided a report on his intentions.
CORRESPONDENCE
Item available from the Clerk
· Allotment & Leisure Gardener – Issue No. 2, 2010
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