MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH APRIL 2010 AT 7.35PM
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Committee Members present:

S Hayes (Vice-Chairman)






Mrs A Clarey



B Collier






S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde






Mrs L Lewin



B Saunders

Also present:



The Clerk
6079.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Bumdock, Cooper and Mrs Cooper.

6080.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Lewin declared an interest in anything to do with the Norton Road allotments as she is a plot holder, and Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in the Common Road allotments as she is a Trustee of the Charity holding the land.

6081.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

6082.
Items for information purposes only (see minute 6027-13/01/10)

Planning permission has now been granted for the youth shelter at the Riverside Playing Field.  A condition attached to the permission requires us to install a litter bin adjacent to the shelter before its first use.  We have a new bin in storage and Mr Summerfield has been asked to install it at the appropriate time.  The Clerk has met with Monster Play (shelter supplier), together with Mr Golder to establish the exact siting and how much of the long grass will need cutting back before installation.  It is hoped that the shelter will be in place before the end of this month or very early May.  The Aragon Housing Youth Worker, Nicola King, and the young residents hope to have an opening ceremony, and Members of the Council will be invited to attend.
6083.
Items for information purposes only (see minute 6011-09/12/09)

A free supply of road scalpings will be deposited at the allotments shortly.  Mr Summerfield has been asked to spread evenly over the surface.
6084.
General work to be carried out (see minute 5936-09/09/09)

Neil Hollis, Highways District Manager, has advised that following a further complaint that a resident is continuing to park on the grass verge at Princes Street, they have now met with Aragon Housing/Occupational Therapy to agree a way forward.  The proposal is to provide an access for the property concerned via the garden of an adjoining property; this has the agreement of the occupier of the adjoining property.  Highways are providing an estimate for Occupational Therapy to install an access across Highway land, and Aragon will construct parking on their land.  Once they get the ‘go ahead’ this can be constructed very soon after.
6085.
Hard surfacing or installation of bollards on grass verge between 89 and 99 Hitchin Road (see minute 6053-10/03/10)

Awaiting response from Highways as to remedial measures they decide to take.
6086.
Hitchin Road shared cycle/footway (see minute 6054-10/03/10)

A copy of the plan showing the exact route of the cycle track from the Co-op area along High Street, across the four-way traffic lights to the Vaughan Road area, and from A507 Hitchin Road roundabout to the four-way traffic lights has not yet been received.
6087.
Streetlight for Mowbray Crescent (see minute 6055-10/03/10)

We are still waiting for a response from the resident opposite the resident originally requesting the lighting column to give their permission for work to be carried out under their front wall.  We are continuing to chase them.
6088.
Consider possible works required on part of Kingfisher Way to rear of Mill View development (see minute 6058-10/03/10)

Andrew Gwilliam, Central Beds Rights of Way Officer, has advised that his team is willing to carry out the work to clear the footpath, and rather than an annual clearance they will carry out a heavy clearance to remove overgrowth every two to three years, or as required.  They are also willing to clear and tidy overgrowth on the ditch bank adjacent to the footpath.  He also advises that in the first part of this financial year they are looking to widen, where possible, and resurface the end of the footpath towards the Baldock Road bridge as this is currently a poor surface.  They may need to carry out minor works to the river bank at this point to accommodate an increased width path.  The Clerk will ask for confirmation that they will be clearing back all growth on the ditches, and will also ask Teasel if they would be willing to carry out necessary tidying works during the years in between the heavy clearance.
6089.
Hitchin Road Recreation Ground – new outer door for changing room (see minute 6068-10/03/10)

The security door has been ordered, but has not yet been installed.
6090.
Break in at Hitchin Road Recreation Ground Changing Room (see minute 6056-10/03/10)


The insurers have advised on the contractors they wish us to use to carry out the work under the insurance claim, and this is now in hand.  Once all required works have been completed, the regular users will be advised accordingly and will be permitted to use the facility.

6091.
Drainage of Riverside Playing Field car park (see minute 6069-10/03/10)

The car park is no longer flooding following the recent clear out of silt from the drainage pipes.  A land drainage expert is still to be asked for advice on the best course of action for the future.

6092.
Sites for new allotments (see minute 6072-10/03/10)

Following the approval of this recommendation by April Council, the landowner of the field opposite the Norton Road allotments, bounded by the A507 and Norton Road towards Letchworth, will now be approached with a view to acquiring the land for further allotments.
6093.
Quotes for enlarged skate park (see minute 6073-10/03/10)

The Clerk is working on obtaining details for funding for the enlarged skate park project.

CORREPSONDENCE

6094.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk

-
TreeNews – Spring/Summer 2010


-
Wildlife Trust Natural World – Spring 2010


-
Wildlife Trust Local Wildlife – Spring 2010


-
CPRE – Fieldwork – April 2010

6095.
BILLYGOAT MUGA CLEANER SERVICE

Following a request by one of the MUGA caretakers, Members were asked to consider asking Groundcare (Billygoat supplier) to carry out a service at a cost of £85 plus vat (includes pick up and return of equipment), and to consider carrying out future annual servicing of the machine.


Resolved that a service is carried out on the Billygoat, by Groundcare at £85 plus vat, and an annual service is set up for future years.

6096.
HIGHWAYS WALKABOUT


A copy of the report from Councillor Mrs Bundock, Council’s Highways Representative, on her walkabout with the Area Highways Officer was previously circulated to Members.


Resolved that the report from Councillor Mrs Bundock, as appended, is noted, and items identified in the report for work are to be monitored.

6097.
STOTFOLD’S BIG TIDY UP

The Clerk has obtained details for the Big Tidy Up scheme and is arranging a date for a Stotfold event.  Our insurers have advised that as long as it is solely organised by the Town Council, volunteers are aged between 15 and 75 (under 15’s must be accompanied by an adult), equipment is provided by us or the Big Tidy Up scheme, we identify areas for the litter pick prior to the date and undertake a risk assessment for each area, we will be covered by the Council’s insurance.  A copy of the Clerk’s draft notes for organising the event were circulated to Members and suggested asking local organisations to donate items such as bin bags, advertising the event, groups to invite to take part, collection of rubbish after event, etc.


Resolved that the Clerk organises a Stotfold Big Tidy Up event on Sunday 18th July.   Before the next meeting, Members are to forward their suggestions for areas for a litter pick to be included on the next agenda, and to indicate if they are willing to volunteer to assist on the day. 
6098.
COUNCILLOR MRS HYDE’S REPORT ON THE SITE MEETING AT CENTENARY WOOD WITH MR DILLEY, FARMER OF ADJACENT FIELD

The Clerk, Councillors Mrs Hyde and Mrs Cooper, and Mr Dilley have met on site to discuss options for a bridge over the ditch into Centenary Wood, and future clearance of the ditch towards the river.  Councillor Mrs Hyde gave the following report:

· There is frequent flooding in Mr Dilley’s field, at the corner adjacent to the Wood, and it needs to be able to drain off into the river the other side of the Wood.

· He has recently pulled out the pipe placed in the ditch by BRCC and Teasel as it was constantly silting up and preventing water flow to the river.

· The angle of the ditch is also incorrect so that water currently flows away from the river, in the direction of the field.  Mr Dilley has reminded us that the clearance of the ditch in front of our land is our responsibility, however he is prepared to pull out the sediment to allow free water run this year, and will be able to do it for us in future years for a fee.

· It is clear that a pipe in the ditch doesn’t work so it was felt that some sort of bridge would be the best option, and it was suggested that a metal bridge, similar to that used on Mill Weekends at Millennium Green (without railings), could be ideal.  The bridge would need to be removable so that the ditch could have an annual silt clearance.

Resolved that a quotation for a suitable non-slip surface metal bridge, without hand rails, is obtained and presented to the next meeting for consideration.

6099.
MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ELEEMOSYNARY CHARITY OF WILIAM FIELD REGARDING THE COMMON ROAD ALLOTMENTS

A report on the meeting held on 15th March 2010 between Charity and Council representatives regarding the Common Road allotments was previously circulated to Members for consideration of each point raised at that meeting, and to approve appropriate actions arising.  The Clerk advised that as requested at the meeting she had received confirmation from the Charity’s insurers that there would be no increase to the premium for fully working allotment land.  She had been unable to ask the auditors for clarification on whether we would be able to take money for the Charity and hold it within our accounts, but suggested that the office could hold a paying in book for the Charity’s bank account, and pay in monies when received (usually once a year), using a separate receipt book and provided the Charity’s Treasurer with a break-down of monies received on their behalf.  A discussion also took place with regard to the wording of the start of a tenancy agreement as suggested by the Charity and it was agreed that the Clerk’s name should be removed and a separate clause added within the agreement to reflect the Council’s involvement in the allotments, in a management capacity.

Resolved that the responses given by the Council representatives (as appended) at the meeting on 15th March 2010 regarding the Council’s involvement in the running, set up, associated costs and management of the Common Road allotments be approved.  The Clerk’s name is to be removed from the wording of the tenancy agreement as authorised agent, and the following clause is to be inserted within the document: All routine matters with regard to management of the allotments is carried out by Stotfold Town Council as managing agents for the Charity.

6100.
YELLOW LINE AUDIT

Following a request at the Annual Town Meeting, Members were asked to consider submitting a second report to Highways highlighting areas in the town which are considered to require yellow lines.  The previous list of submitted areas was provided for information.


Resolved that the previous submitted list of areas suggested for yellow lines be forwarded to Highways, with the addition of The Green junction with Rook Tree Lane – both sides of the road.

6101.
APPROVE HARD SURFACING OF BARK PATH AT RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD BY CENTRAL BEDS RIGHT OF WAY

Following a comment at the Annual Town Meeting that the bark path is in poor condition, the Clerk has subsequently been advised by Andrew Gwilliam, Central Beds Rights of Way Officer, that as the path running from the car park to the MUGA, around the MUGA and joining with the footpath alongside the Football Club is a public right of way, he would like to hard surface it with tarmac.  We have previously been advised that they will also be resurfacing the footpath alongside the Football Club.  When submitting the planning application for the youth shelter we were advised that the bark path does not meet the Disability Discrimination Act requirements, and a hard surface would be more suitable.  The work would be carried out by Central Beds and there would be no cost to the Town Council. 


Resolved that approval is given to the Central Beds Rights of Way Officer to tarmac the public footpath running from the Riverside Playing Field car park to the MUGA, around the MUGA, and joining with the footpath alongside the Football Club.  The River Ivel Drainage Board are to be asked if they would clear the ditch from the Football Club footpath to the river, so that any run off water will flow to the river.

6102.
SITING AND ERECTION OF ADDITIONAL STREET LAMPS AT THE GREEN

Members were asked to consider asking the new street lighting maintenance contractor, Mr Seymour, to provide a quotation for three lighting columns at The Green (Highways previously advised that they wouldn’t able to assist with our enquiry until April).


Resolved that Mr Seymour is asked to provide a quotation for three lighting columns at The Green, on the section of road between the Common Road junction and Rook Tree Lane.

6103.
SITING AND ERECTION OF STREET LIGHTING BETWEEN THE MILL AND THE MILL NATURE RESERVE

Members were asked to consider asking the new street lighting maintenance contractor, Mr Seymour, to provide advice on where lighting in this area would be desirable (Highways previously advised that they wouldn’t be able to assist with our enquiry until April). 


Resolved that Mr Seymour is asked to provide advice on where lighting in the area between the Mill and the Mill Nature Reserve would be desirable (suggested 2 columns, and whether it would be viable.  Also to advise whether it is possible to extend any lighting to the 30mph limit beyond the Mill car park.

6104.
FUNDING FOR TEASEL

April Council meeting referred consideration of funding for Teasel to this Committee.  Teasel wish to purchase tools and equipment to enable them to carry out work on behalf of the Town Council and the community, and Members were asked to consider providing them with the funding to facilitate this, from the Committee’s budget.  Funding required for this financial year is £850.  Members were also asked to consider whether an annual sum should be included when setting the Committee’s budget for future financial years.


Resolved that the sum of £850 from the Committee’s Open Spaces – Maintenance and Repair budget is available for Teasel’s use to carry out work on behalf of the Town Council, and in future years a new budget line is created for ‘Teasel and Green Spaces’, to include work at Centenary Wood.

6105.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN

Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by Council Bedfordshire Council’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.




Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· Footpath from Silverbirch Avenue to Taylors Road.
· Footpath from Roe Close to Coppice Mead.

6106.
FAULTY LIGHTING

Members were asked to report faulty lighting, and related issues.


There were no faulty lights reported, however Members were advised that Mr Seymour is currently updating the list of Town Council owned street lighting, re-numbering them and affixing stickers to each column with our contact details for reporting faulty lighting.  He has discovered that we have considerably more lighting columns than he originally quoted for and were on record, and has been asked to resubmit his quote once numbers are finalised.  Members were asked to approve spending £150 plus vat to provide replacement and spare contact detail stickers from the Sign Shop.


Resolved that approval is given to spend £150 plus vat to provide replacement and spare contact detail stickers from the Sign Shop.

6107.
GENERAL WORK


Members were asked to advise on general work to be carried out relating to this Committee.


Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:

Highways
· Erect a dead end or access only sign at the beginning of Coppice Mead/Hazel Grove, and also at the beginning of Pix Road, to deter drivers from thinking there is through access.



Mr Summerfield and Mr Golder
· Remove rubbish on grass area in Oliver’s Lane, prior to starting regular grass cuts.



Other
· Insert item in Stotfold News to remind residents that they are responsible for their own boundary hedge lines and fences, reinforcing the good neighbour view, to ensure pedestrians, mobility scooters and parents with prams do not have impeded access whilst using any adjacent footpath.
6108.
CLEANING OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCES – CARETAKER/CLEANER COVER

Mrs Stevens has recently resigned from the position of cleaner of the public conveniences on the High Street.  Mr Summerfield has provided cover and Members were asked to approve executive action in instructing him to do so, at a cost of £363.


Resolved that the executive action by the Clerk to instruct Mr Summerfield to provide caretaker/cleaner cover for the public conveniences at a cost of £363 be approved.

Thanks were given to the Clerk for purchasing flowers and card on behalf of the Town Council to thank Mrs Stevens for her hard work.
6109.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

The Vice-Chairman then proposed the following resolution:


It is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded, whilst matters pertaining to staff issues are discussed, and that they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting.


This was passed by Members.

6110.
CONFIDENTIAL – CLEANING OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCES – EMPLOYEE OR CONTRACTOR

Members were asked to consider whether they wish to advertise for the position as directly employed by the Council, or to ask Mr Summerfield to continue with the work and add it to his contract.  A confidential report on costings was previously circulated to Members.


Resolved that Mr Summerfield is asked to take on the role of caretaker/cleaner of the public conveniences on High Street, at £12 per hour, 1 hour per day, Monday to Friday.
6111.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Members expressed their delight that the daffodils around the town were in bloom, particularly the newly planted daffodil bulbs on the Norton Road/A507 roundabout, for which thanks were given to Mr Golder.


There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.04pm

CHAIRMAN
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