MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey






B Collier



B Dack






S Hayes



L Stoter







B Saunders

Also present:

The Assistant Clerk and one member of the public
6421.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Haslett-Saunders, Mrs Hyde and Cooper.

6422.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6423.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & RESPONSES

There were no comments or questions from the public
MATTERS ARISING

6424.
Zebra Crossing at Etonbury School (see minute 6393-13/07/11)


The Committee’s previous resolution giving objections to the proposed zebra crossing outside Etonbury School has been rescinded as per Council’s approval at the July Special Council Meeting.
6425.
Damage to grass verges (see minute 6396-13/07/11)

Highways have been chased for a response regarding ownership of grass verges and extended footways in Highbush/Hyde Avenue to provide parking spaces for residents.

6426.
General Work (see minute 6397 -13/07/11)


BT Openreach have chased on the matter of ownership and removal of the unused and empty BT box at the junction of The Avenue and High Street. BT have informed the office that they will attend the site, however they have stated that any work carried out to remove box will be at this Council’s expense.

6427.
General work (see minute 6397 – 13/07/11)


Central Beds Council have been chased regarding the damaged pavement, hole in the verge and requirement for a wider drop kerb outside the first bungalow in Pix Road.

6428.
Position of goal posts on The Green (see minute 6398 – 13/07/11)

The two contractors are being coordinated to re-site the goal post.  Councillor Hayes has marked the required positions.
6429.
Localism – working together to manage and maintain countryside sites, public path network and definitive map (see minute 6400 – 13/07/11)


The Countryside Access Team is unable to attend a meeting of this Committee to discuss their suggestions for managing and maintaining countryside sites, etc, until November.

6430.
Faulty lighting (see minute 6402 - 13/07/11)

Terry Seymour has inspected the 6 lighting columns ‘rescued’ by John Saunders to ascertain if they are reusable and reports that they are not reusable and cannot be sold for scrap.
6431.
General work (see minute 6403-13/07/11)

No response has been received from Central Beds Council regarding the ‘No Through Road’ sign on Elliot Way. They have been chased.
6432. 
Bus Service – Fairfield Park (see minute 6407 -13/07/11)


Simon Ayres has been advised that we feel the area of consultation regarding the proposed new bus service for Fairfield is inadequate.  A meeting was held at Fairfield regarding this matter.

6433.
Inspection of play areas and allotments (see minute 6410 – 13/07/11)


Mr Summerfield has carried out the work identified on the inspection report.

6434.
Brook Street Car Park (see minute 6412-13/07/11)


A quote for £325 from Driveway Rejuvenation to repair the tarmac at Brook Street Car Park has been accepted.  The work is scheduled to take place during week commencing 19th September.

6435. 
Maintenance of Town Council owned street lights (see minute 6413-13/07/11)


Terry Seymour is currently carrying out ‘Red’ risk repair works on the identified street lights as per the Central Beds inspection report.

6436.
Allotments update (see minute 6416-13/07/11)


The Clerk has provided the Charity with a report on the Common Road Allotments for their meeting.

6437.
Litter hotspots (see minute 6417 13/07/11)


Central Beds have been asked for their policy on broken glass.  The Total Petrol Station have been informed of large quantities of plastic gloves from their garage that were found on the recent Big Tidy Up litter pick.
6438.
Faulty Lighting


Terry Seymour has been thanked for his continued hard work with regard to the street lighting contract.

6439.
General Work (see minute 6419 -13/07/11)


The blocked drain outside 16 Regent Street is to be reported to Jill Cross at Central Beds as it is still blocked.

CORRESPONDENCE


None received.

6440.
WOODLAND TRUST – FREE TREE SCHEME

The Chairman advised that she had been approached by Pam Manfield who had received leaflets from the Woodland Trust offering free trees to community groups.  To celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II it is proposed to plant trees in the “Wood Fuel” pack available in a Millenium Green.



Resolved that the pack of “Wood Fuel” trees is ordered.
6441.
WOOD TREATMENT FOR PLAY EQUIPMENT
To consider adding the following to the Handyman Contract: To apply wood treatment/preservative to the unpainted wooden items of play equipment on an annual basis.

Resolved that Wicksteed Leisure is to be asked for their advice and if required the treatment/preservative is added to the Handyman Contract

6442.
ROLLING PROGRAMME

Members discussed the rolling programme as previously distributed.

The Green

To add “Clear the noticeboard 4 times per year”


To remove “Provide a second small goal for informal play”


Hitchin Road Recreation Ground


To remove “Provide a teenage shelter”

Allotments

To add “Trim hedge once every three years – starting 2012”

Remove “add extra water points”
6443.
PLAY EQUIPMENT PROVISION AT RECREATION GROUNDS

Members were asked to consider whether they wish to update or repair current play areas.  After discussion it was


Resolved that a site meeting is to be arranged at Hitchin Road Recreation Ground to discuss new equipment and where to site it.

6444.
SECURITY KEYS - MUGA

Members were asked to consider purchasing security keys for the MUGA, from Mid Beds Locksmiths at a cost of £56.08 for the lock and £9.15 per key, as multiple copies are being passed around, resulting in a loss of income and unauthorised usage.

Resolved that a security lock and keys are purchased from Mid Beds Locksmiths at a cost of £56.08 for the lock and £9.15 per key. 
 6445.
QUIET LANES

To receive a report from Councillor Mrs Clarey on the Council’s previous work on quiet lanes and research recently carried out. Please see attached report.
Resolved that Cllr Saunders is to ask Central Beds Council for their position regarding Quiet Lanes.

6446.
SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL

Members were asked to consider a request from Central Beds Council to provide financial assistance (£2,500 per year) towards School Crossing Patrol provision for Etonbury School.
Resolved that Stotfold Town Council do not  provide financial assistance towards School Crossing Patrol provision for Etonbury School.

Further resolved that the office is to write to Central Beds requesting details of other organisations in Stotfold they have contacted for sponsorship.

6447.
NORTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS

An unauthorised allotment plot has been discovered at Norton Road site and the person using the plot has been identified.  Members were asked to consider whether to remove the unauthorised plot, charge the user for this and previous years and set up a tenancy agreement or to evict the user and offer plot to people on the waiting list.
Resolved that the user is asked to leave the plot and the plot offered to people on the waiting list.

6448.
HIGHWAYS TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL SATISFACTION SURVEY

Members were asked to complete the Annual Highway Maintenance Survey on work carried out in 2010.



Resolved that Cllr Mrs Bundock is to complete the survey with the Clerk.

6449.
MEETING WITH HIGHWAYS

Cllr Mrs Bundock gave the following report:

At a recent meeting in the Simpson Centre I met with Jill Cross, Emma and one another lady from Central Beds Council and the following points were noted:

· Work carried out by utility companies causes disruption and often they do not clear up after the work is carried out.
· The standard of resurfaced roads is poor – either badly done or not done to standard.

· Potholes are not repaired in Central Beds own timeframe

· Drains –once done every year, now done once every three years with immediate response to blocked drains.  The jet vac machine is due in Stotfold this week.

· Highways walkabout is to be carried out with Emma in October.

6450.
BUS STOPS UPDATE

Cllr Saunders gave the following report:

· The bus stop currently on Arlesey Bridge is to be moved to Stotfold.
· A bus stop is proposed at Grange Drive

· 90 link bus now has a bigger bus being used at school times to take children from Fairfield Park to Etonbury School.

· Land South of Stotfold has bus stops shown in plans along the main road although bus timetables do not coincide with existing timetables.
Members debated the points raised and it was

Resolved that Cllr Saunders is to respond to Amey with concerns about the siting of the bus stop at Grange Drive and to request that timetables are altered to coincide with existing timetables.
6451.
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE THREE-YEAR PROGRAMME 2012-2015

Members considered the maintenance programme and it was

Resolved that Arlesey Road, Old Baldock Road/Norton Road Junction, Silverbirch Avenue, Mowbray Crescent, Hallworth Drive, Murrell Lane, Princes Street, Rook Tree Close and Queen Annes Close be listed as priorities.

6452.
CIRCUS VISIT

Members were asked to consider a request for a visit to The Green by Pinders Circus from Thursday 12th April to Sunday 15th April.

Resolved that Pinders Circus are allowed to use The Green from Thursday 12th April to Sunday 15th April.  The office is to write to Stotfold Junior Football Club explaining that they will not be able to use The Green on that weekend.
6453.
COMMON ROAD ALLOTMENTS – WEED SPRAY

To consider purchasing Progreen Kibosh weedspray to eliminate Mares Tail on plots 2b and 4b.

Each container costs £22.50 and we would need two containers.

Resolved that 2 containers of Progreen Kibosh weedspray are purchased, with costs involved in weedspraying the plots passed onto the charity.
6454.
SKATE PARK PETITION

Cllr Dack presented a petition signed by 100 young people requesting provision of a skate park at Fairfield Park.  Due to the proximity of houses Cllr Dack estimated that the cost to provide a suitable skate park with concrete ramps and bunding to reduce noise would be £100,000.00.

Resolved that a letter is sent acknowledging their request and thanking them for their hard work collecting signatures and explaining that there isn’t money available in the budget this year.
6455.
BUGDET & RESERVE UPDATE

Members were previously provided with a budget update and Reserves status report as at the end of August 2011.  They considered any actions necessary and it was:


Resolved that the budget update and Reserves status report be noted, with comments in the report being taken into account when setting next financial year’s budgets. The office were asked to chase Danfo for outstanding invoices.

6456.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND TOWN

Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds:
· Flytipping at the bridleway at Common Road, 300 meters on the left.

6457.
FAULTY LIGHTING



Resolved that the following is reported to Highways:

· 1st light down from the traffic lights in Hitchin Road not working
· At the roundabout on A507 with A1M, 1st light on the left has wire hanging down.
6458.
GENERAL WORK



Resolved that the following is reported to Mr Summerfield

· Dead elm branches in the hedgerow at Hitchin Road
· 2 pieces of hedge in the footpath and cyclepath up to Fairfield Park.
6459.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Cllr Saunders reported that he had received many complaints regarding car parking at Hitchin Road during football matches. The cycle scheme for Stotfold is with designers and will be implemented this year. Delays for a mini roundabout at Queen’s Street have been caused by Amey and the developer.  Cllr Saunders is writing to Jill Cross at Central Beds to see if they can carry out the work and then charge the developers.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.40 pm
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