MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13TH JULY 2011 AT 7.54PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey






A Cooper



B Dack






S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde







B Saunders

Also present:

Nick Shaw – Sustainable Transport Officer and Spending Officer for Safer Routes to School CBC, Neil O’Leary – Highways Engineer, Councillor Naisbitt and the Clerk

6390.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Collier and Stoter.

6391.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6392.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

6393.
ZEBRA CROSSING AT ETONBURY SCHOOL

Nick Shaw circulated a report from a Traffic Engineer (Road Safety) on the proposed zebra crossing at Etonbury School, with a view to asking Members to reconsider their returned response to the consultation: ‘…it would be preferable to have a light controlled crossing outside the school for road safety.  …drivers are more likely to stop if ordered by a red light and children would be safer if lights were there to tell them when to cross rather than relying on their own judgement that a car would stop for them.’

Mr Shaw explained that the Integrated Highways Capital Budget shows £30,000 available for road safety measures outside the school.  £5,000 of that would be spent on design, and £25,000 on construction.  They would have sufficient funds to provide a zebra crossing, but not a light controlled crossing, which would be in the region of £45,000, plus additional running costs.

Mr O’Leary has been given assurances that the school crossing patrol will remain outside the school, and funding will be sought from outside sources.


In terms of road safety, Mr Shaw felt that drivers look to see if a pedestrian is waiting to cross on a zebra crossing and pedestrians look out for cars, however they don’t necessarily look out for each other at light controlled crossings.


Children at the school would be trained on how to use the zebra crossing correctly.


If a zebra crossing is installed, the school crossing patrol would remain, however if the measures were changed to a light controlled crossing, the provision of a school crossing patrol would be removed.


Zebra crossings allow better flow of traffic, particularly outside peak times.  Light controlled crossings are not considered best value for money as there would be a very low number of people using it outside school times.


They would look to construct the crossing during the school summer holidays, however if the Committee’s previous resolution and comments weren’t rescinded they would need to take the matter to a traffic management meeting, and this would delay any construction until September/October.  The summer construction of the crossing would also coincide with planned highway works for the area.

Cycle England recommends a zebra crossing in this sort of school setting, and it would be of sufficient width to accommodate cycles and pedestrians.


Usage of the zebra crossing would be regularly monitored.  The Vehicle Actuated Signs in situ will provide traffic flow data.  If it was found not to be suitable, the crossing would be reviewed.


Surfacing around the school and the crossing point is already to the performance of anti-skid surface, but if it was found not to be adequate after monitoring, they would increase the quality of the surface.


Some Members expressed opinions against putting in a zebra crossing and felt a light controlled crossing should be installed instead - Stotfold is rapidly increasing in size and a new large development in Stotfold and proposed large development for Arlesey will mean more children needing to cross Arlesey Road to reach the school.


Recommended that this Council rescinds the Committee’s previous resolution on this matter (minute 6383), and removes our objections to the zebra crossing outside Etonbury School.


In order that Council’s decision can be established before the summer holidays, a Special Council meeting will take place on 27th July for consideration of this recommendation only.


MATTERS ARISING

6394.
General work (see minute 6373-08/06/11)


Highways reiterate that our request for advisory signs at the Hitchin Road roundabout was previously considered by them, and was refused as the road markings are felt to be clear at this location.

6395.
Teasel update (see minute 6374-08/06/11)


It has been confirmed that the utilities work on Kingfisher Way will take place between 11th July and 14th August.  Teasel has been advised of the dates.

6396.
Damage to grass verges (see minute 6375-08/06/11)

Highways have been chased for a response regarding ownership of grass verges and extended footways in Highbush/Hyde Avenue to provide parking spaces for residents.

6397.
General work (see minute 6376-08/06/11)
· The dropped kerbs across the High Street junction of The Avenue were installed when the footway resurfacing of that section was carried out.

· Mr Summerfield has repaired broken slats on the climbing frame at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.

· BT Openreach is looking into the matter of ownership and removal of the unused and empty BT box at the junction of The Avenue and High Street.

· Mr Summerfield has repaired the damaged wet pour surface under the swings at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground using the new surface repair kit.

6397.
General work (see minute 6378-08/06/11)


Central Beds Council have been chased regarding the damaged pavement, hole in the verge and requirement for a wider drop kerb outside the first bungalow in Pix Road.

6398.
Position of goal posts on The Green (see minute 6382-08/06/11)

The two contractors are being coordinated to re-site the goal post.  Councillor Hayes will mark the required positions.
6399.
Ford Bridge (see minute 6384-08/06/11)

Highways have been advised that we would like to go ahead with the closure of the bridge.  As previously advised, the Traffic Order to close the bridge would be in the region of £3,000.  Highways also advise that installing bollards at each end of the road could be in the region of £2,000.

6400.
Localism – working together to manage and maintain countryside sites, public path network and definitive map (see minute 6385-08/06/11)


The Countryside Access Team is unable to attend a meeting of this Committee to discuss their suggestions for managing and maintaining countryside sites, etc, until November.

6401.
Litter hotspots around the town (see minute 6386-08/06/11)

The following has been reported to Central Beds Council: litter in triangle of grass and shrubbery on High Street, and thanks forwarded for clearing litter from footpath between Saxon Avenue and Astwick Road.
6402.
Faulty lighting (see minute 6387-08/06/11)

Terry Seymour has been asked to inspect the 6 lighting columns ‘rescued’ by John Saunders to ascertain if they are reusable, with no response to date.

6403.
General work (see minute 6388-08/06/11)

Regarding:

· ‘No Through Road’ sign on Elliott Way – no response has been received to date from Central Beds, however a resident has also complained regarding this matter.  They will be chased.

· Highways 5 Year Programme work start date – work will start approximately 12th August.  Central Beds also advise that an amount of money has been allocated for improvements for bus stops in the area.

· Road holes at The Green and Vaughan Road have been reported.

· Mr Summerfield has painted the goal posts at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.

· Mr Summerfield has fully repaired the seat on Millennium Green which was previously burnt - £10 for wooden seat will be added to his next invoice.

· Mr Summerfield has re-sited the ‘No Drinking’ sign on The Green from adjacent to the children’s play area to its fencing.

· Mr Summerfield has repainted the faded and damaged Stotfold signs.  He advises that three of the four signs appear to have been vandalised with paint stripper which has caused the paint to bubble.  He has taken the paint back to the original surface in these areas and repainted.

· Weed spraying in the town took place 20th June.

·  A letter has been delivered to the property on the corner of Brook Street and Hitchin Road with overgrown conifer hedging, however there is a query over ownership of the hedge, and this is being investigated further.


CORRESPONDENCE

6404.
Watercourse Maintenance Programme for 2011/12 in Parish of Stotfold

For information, we have received notification from the Bedfordshire & River Ivel Internal Drainage Board that they will be carrying out maintenance work on watercourses in the Parish so that they are kept in serviceable condition to manage surface water and help reduce flood risk.  The proposed works will be similar to that of previous years consisting of: flailing, clearing, weed cutting, pollarding, and dredging, as necessary.  They will be carrying out work on Pix Brook, from the rear of the sewerage works opposite Fairfield, alongside the new Land South of Stotfold development, passing through Stotfold, past the rear of Etonbury School and on to Arlesey.  The IDB confirm that they have already carried out clearance works where Pix Brook passes through built up areas of Stotfold, and adjacent to the Land South development, and undertook the work by hand.  Where the Brook passes through open countryside they will use machinery.  They will also be carrying out works on watercourse number 134 (‘cat ditch’) at Astwick.  As a courtesy, the Clerk has advised Astwick Parish Meeting.

6405.
Advanced notification for upcoming bridge strengthening works – Taylors Mill Bridge, Astwick

Amey advise that the structure outside Taylors Mill, Taylors Road, Astwick has been identified as being under-strength and is on their priority list for strengthening works.  They will be looking to carry out works in September/October 2011 and will take approximately 6 weeks.  A full road closure will be required for the duration.  They will be contacting residents by letter in July, and will meet with the occupiers of Taylors Mill to discuss proposals.  Due to the proximity of Taylors Mill to the site works they will be undertaking a dilapidation/condition survey of the property with their permission prior to construction works commencing.


The strengthening works will consist of constructing a reinforced concrete saddle slab over the existing two brick arches and slightly re-aligning the road with an adjustment to the kerb line along the north verge to protect the concrete slab that supports this verge.  This will narrow the carriageway down to a single lane and should slow traffic through this section of the road.  As part of the works they propose installing bollards behind the new kerb line to prevent vehicles from mounting the kerb and crossing on to the weak concrete slab.  They plan to install warning signs and road markings on both approaches highlighting the carriageway narrowing as necessary.  Further notification as the scheme progresses will be provided.  As a courtesy, the Clerk has advised Astwick Parish Meeting.
6406.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk

-
Wildlife Trust – Natural World – Summer 2011


-
Wildlife Trust – Local Wildlife – Summer 2011

6407.
Bus service – Fairfield Park

A copy of correspondence from the Public Transport Manager Central Beds Council to Fairfield residents has been forwarded to this Committee, and was copied for Members.  The letter advises that they are making plans to provide a bus service through Fairfield Park.  A service will link Fairfield Park with Letchworth in one direction and Arlesey Station in the other, for a period of at least five years.  As a minimum, the service will operate every hour in each direction on Mondays to Saturdays, with a half-hourly service during weekday peak times.


Although the general feeling at Fairfield is that this proposed bus service is welcome, concerns have been expressed that only residents of Hardy Way appear to have received the letter and the new service will affect all residents at Fairfield.  The consultation period is also only approximately 3 weeks and it is felt to be insufficient time to respond, particularly as it is the start of the school summer holidays.


Resolved that a letter is sent to Simon Ayres to advise that we have been passed a copy of correspondence he has sent to Fairfield residents regarding a proposed new bus service for Fairfield.  Advise that we feel the consultation area is inadequate, as the new service could be used by all residents of Fairfield.  Many residents commute to work and require a bus to take them to Arlesey Station.  The consultation time is also very inadequate.

 6408.
HEALTH & SAFETY RISK ASSESSMENT

Members were previously provided with a copy of the Health & Safety Risk Assessment document carried out by Councillors Mrs Cooper and Hayes on areas and equipment relevant to this Committee, and were asked to adopt the document.  The inspection was carried out in conjunction with the recently received ROSPA inspection report, which is currently in circulation around Committee Members.

Resolved that the 2011 Health & Safety Risk Assessment document for areas and equipment relevant to this Committee is adopted, with the following amendments: in persons at risk sections, replace ‘Councillors’ with ‘Visitors’ and put in ‘Visitors’ where not referred to.

6409.
ACCESS AUDIT

Members were previously provided with a copy of the Access Audit document carried out by Councillors Mrs Cooper and Hayes on areas relevant to this Committee, and asked to adopt the document.


Resolved that the 2011 Access Audit document for areas relevant to this Committee is adopted, with the following amendment: remove section on Prince Charles Avenue as this has not yet been passed to the Council.

6410.
INSPECTION OF PLAY AREAS & ALLOTMENTS

Members were previously provided with a copy of the Inspection of Play Areas & Allotments report produced by Councillors Mrs Cooper and Hayes.  The inspection was carried out in conjunction with the recently received ROSPA report.



Resolved that the work identified on the inspection report is carried out.

6411.
PLAY EQUIPMENT PROVISION AT RECREATION GROUNDS

Members were provided with a substantial report pack detailing current play equipment, ideas of costs for replacement equipment, funding sources, etc.  Members will be given the August break to consider the report and carry out their own visits to the play areas.  An item will be included on the September or November agenda to ask Members to consider whether we wish to update or repair the current play areas – do they require updating/repair, which age group, how many pieces of equipment, appropriate sites, etc.

6412.
BROOK STREET CAR PARK

Members considered the following quotations for patch repair work at the entrance of the Brook Street car park (10sqm):

· Home Counties Surfacing Ltd £460 plus vat
· Contract Surfacing Ltd £1,240 plus vat

· TJ Tarmac of Baldock £250 (verbal)


Resolved that the quotation from TJ Tarmac of Baldock is accepted, once it has been received in writing.  Funds from Brook Street Car Park & Toilets – Maintenance & Repairs.


Consideration will be given at a future date as to whether we wish to repair areas of the car park where oil drops have damaged the surface.

6413.
MAINTENANCE OF TOWN COUNCIL OWNED STREETLIGHTS (AS PER CBC INSPECTION REPORT)

Members considered a quotation from our Lighting Contractor, Terry Seymour, which they were previously copied, for maintenance works on street lights identified in the recent Central Beds Council inspection report:


‘Red’ risks £6,000 plus vat


‘Amber High’ risks £6,975 plus vat


Resolved that Terry Seymour’s quote to carry out ‘Red’ risk repair works at £6,000 plus vat is accepted.  ‘Amber High’ risks will be left on the table at the moment.  Funds from Street Lighting Ear Marked Reserves.

6414.
PURCHASE OF DAFFODIL BULBS

Members considered purchasing 4 sacks of daffodil bulbs at a maximum of £20 per sack, to be planted in verges around the town (including completing the semi-circle shape at the Norton Road roundabout verge between the A507 and the Stotfold side of Norton Road).


Resolved that 4 sacks of daffodil bulbs are purchased at a maximum of £20 per sack.

6415.
MUGA HIRE DEBT

Members were previously asked to consider writing off a £40 hiring debt for the MUGA from September 2010.  The hirer has been chased for payment, advised they would make a payment, but has since been unable to.  They have ceased hiring the facility.  However, Members were advised that although managers of individual Football Club teams usually book and pay for the hire of the MUGA, on this occasion the Junior Football Club will settle the debt of £40.


Resolved that the offer from the Junior Football Club to settle the outstanding MUGA hiring debt from one of their teams, at £40, is accepted with thanks.

6416.
ALLOTMENTS UPDATE

Councillors Mrs Hyde and Hayes declared an interest in references to the Common Road Allotments as they are both Charity Trustees.

Norton Road

The Administration Assistant has completed her plan for the plot layouts and this will be displayed on the notice board at the allotments.


An expression of interest has been received in setting up an Allotments Association for this site, and the interested persons have been provided with relevant information and guidance.


Common Road

All plots have now been let out – 81 half plots, 12 full plots.


A total income of £1,530 has been received on behalf of the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field.  Some plots have been re-let due to termination of tenancies or where people have decided not to continue with their plot.


The newly constructed car park is being well used, we are still to grass the surrounding banks.


The Administration Assistant is organising a growing competition for the Jubilee celebrations next year for plot holders of both sites – the Events Committee will be involved in this process.


Newsletters are displayed at both sites with our contact details, information on bonfires, use of sprinklers, etc, and are updated as new information or news comes in.


Notices have been displayed inviting plot holders to express an interest in attending some allotments workshops, over a four week period, arranged through the Letchworth District Garden & Allotments Association.  Workshops will cover setting up a new plot, soil condition, planting tips, composting, etc, and can be held at either or both sites.  To date no expressions of interest have been received.

Resolved that the report on the Norton Road and Common Road Allotments is noted.  The Clerk is to provide the Charity with a report on the Common Road Allotments for their next meeting in August.

6417.
LITTER HOTSPOTS



Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· Broken glass on the pavements around The Green – query what their policy is on picking up broken glass.


Resolved that a letter is sent to the Total Petrol Station on Arlesey Road to advise that whilst carrying out the recent Big Tidy Up litter pick, large numbers of plastic gloves from their garage were found along Arlesey Road.  We are not sure if these are being removed in large bundles from the dispensing units, or when this is taking place, but suggest that they remove them from the units at night.

6418.
FAULTY LIGHTING

It was noted that better scouting of our lighting is taking place, and regular repairs, since our Lighting Contractor, Terry Seymour, started his new contract, and he was commended for his work.


Resolved that a follow up report is made to Terry Seymour regarding S2 situated in Hazel Grove, which has an intermittent lighting fault.

6419.
GENERAL WORK

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· Church Road outside no. 19 – road hole

· Regent Street outside no. 16 – block drain

· The Avenue (junction with High Street) – please reinstate the grass which has now gone following recent highway/footway works.




Ian Summerfield
· Fix a metal supporting bracket to the bottom plank of the Common Road Allotment vehicle gate.

6420.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Rolling Programme

Members were provided with a copy of this Committee’s Rolling Programme, showing annual maintenance and development consideration for each of the recreation areas and Norton Road Allotment site.  Members were asked to consider the programme over the summer break, and an item will be included on the September agenda for further consideration.

Big Tidy Up

The Clerk advised that a total of 17 bags of rubbish were collected at Saturday’s Big Tidy Up event, with 4 of them being recyclables.  2 bags of aluminium cans collected at the event have been passed to the Genesis Research Trust who will use them to raise funds for medical research to improve the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of conditions affecting women and babies – premature birth, brain damage, miscarriage, genetic diseases and cancer.


We had a total of 46 volunteers (plus 1 small toddler!) which is outstanding, and a sign that Stotfold residents are keen to keep their town tidy!  The 20 Chickasaw Beaver Scouts also carried out a litter pick as part of the Big Tidy Up campaign during June, which went towards their environmental badge.  They collected over 4 large bags of rubbish in under an hour! 

Certificates were given out on Saturday and letters of thanks have been sent to the Scouts who sent 15 youngsters to help, and the Beaver Scouts for their fantastic work.

Thanks were given to Councillors who attended and supported the event.


Quiet Lanes

Members were provided with a copy of a document produced by Glenn Rickwood of the Town Plan Implementation Group referencing various online sources for information on the Quiet Lanes matter.  A copy of a letter from Mr Rickwood was also circulated to Members at the meeting, giving his views on the Quiet Lanes matter.


A report on any discussions at the last Town Plan Implementation Group meeting, including any reference to the Quiet Lanes matter will be forwarded to the next meeting of the Town Enhancement Committee, who may in turn ask this Committee to look into the matter again.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.44pm

CHAIRMAN
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