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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

A meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be held in the Council Chambers at the Simpson Centre on Wednesday 13th July 2011 commencing at 7.45pm
A G E N D A
1.
Apologies
2.
Disclosures of Members interests on matters contained in this agenda

Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3.
Public participation – questions, comments and responses
4.
Zebra crossing at Etonbury School

To receive a presentation from Nick Shaw, Sustainable Transport Officer at Central Bedfordshire Council on the proposed crossing at Etonbury School, with a view to asking Members to reconsider their returned response for the consultation (minute 6383) – ‘Following a meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee… object to the proposal regarding the zebra crossing.  Councillors felt that it would be preferable to have a light controlled crossing outside the school for road safety.  They felt that drivers are more likely to stop if ordered by a red light and children would be safer if lights were there to tell them when to cross rather than relying on their own judgment that a car would stop for them.’
5.
Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
6.
Clerk’s Report and Correspondence
7.
Health & Safety Risk Assessment

To receive and adopt the Risk Assessment document carried out on areas and equipment relevant to this Committee (carried out by Councillors Mrs Cooper and Hayes).
8.
Access Audit

To receive and adopt the Access Audit document carried out on areas relevant to this Committee (carried out by Councillors Mrs Cooper and Hayes).

9.
Inspection of play areas & Allotments

To consider possible work identified in an inspection carried out by Councillors Mrs Cooper and Hayes.
10.
Play equipment provision at recreation grounds

To consider current play equipment in our recreation grounds and whether we wish to update them or repair – do they require updating/repair, which age group, how many pieces of equipment, appropriate sites, etc.  Report and photographs of existing equipment will be available at the meeting, together with details on example of play equipment available and possible alternative funding sources.
11.
Brook Street Car Park

To consider quotations received for patch repair work at the entrance of the car park (10sqm):

· Home Counties Surfacing Ltd £460 plus vat

· Contract Surfacing Ltd £1,240 plus vat

· TJ Tarmac of Baldock £250 (verbal)


Funds from Brook Street Car Park & Toilets – Maintenance & Repairs (£300 will be available)
12.
Maintenance of Town Council owned streetlights (as per CBC inspection report)

To consider a quotation from Terry Seymour for maintenance works on street lights identified in the recent Central Beds Council inspection report:

‘Red’ risks £6,000 plus vat


‘Amber High’ risks £6,975 plus vat


Copy of detailed quotation provided for Members

13.
Purchase of daffodil bulbs

To consider purchasing 4 sacks of daffodil bulbs at a maximum of £20 per sack, to be planted in verges around the town (including completing the semi-circle shape at the Norton Road roundabout verge between the A507 and Stotfold side of Norton Road).
14.
MUGA hire debt

To consider writing off a £40 hiring debt for the MUGA from September 2010.  The hirer has been chased for payment, advised they would make a payment, but has since been unable to.  They have since ceased hiring the facility.

15.
Allotments update

To receive an update on the Common Road and Norton Road Allotments (see Clerk’s Report).
16.
Litter hotspots around the town


Members to advise on litter hotspots - areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.

17.
Faulty lighting


Members to advise on faulty lighting around the town and related issues.

18.
General work


Members to advise on general work to be carried out relating to this Committee.
19.
Items for information purposes only.

Mrs Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk
8th July 2011
To: 
Councillors Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey, Collier, Cooper, Mrs Cooper, Dack, Hayes, Mrs Hyde, Saunders and Stoter.  

Other Councillors for information only
CLERK’S REPORT
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee
13th July 2011
MATTERS ARISING
General work (see minute 6373-08/06/11)

Highways reiterate that our request for advisory signs at the Hitchin Road roundabout was previously considered by them, and was refused as the road markings are felt to be clear at this location.

Teasel update (see minute 6374-08/06/11)

It has been confirmed that the utilities work on Kingfisher Way will take place between 11th July and 14th August.  Teasel have been advised of the dates.
Damage to grass verges (see minute 6375-08/06/11)
Highways have been chased for a response regarding ownership of grass verges and extended footways in Highgush/Hyde Avenue to provide parking spaces for residents.

General work (see minute 6376-08/06/11)
· The dropped kerbs across the High Street junction of The Avenue were installed when the footway resurfacing of that section was carried out.

· Mr Summerfield has repaired broken slats on the climbing frame at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.

· BT Openreach are looking into the matter of ownership and removal of the unused and empty BT box at the junction of The Avenue and High Street.

· Mr Summerfield has repaired the damaged wet pour surface under the swings at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground using the new surface repair kit.

General work (see minute 6378-08/06/11)

Central Beds Council have been chased regarding the damaged pavement, hole in the verge and requirement for a wider drop kerb outside the first bungalow in Pix Road.

Position of goal posts on The Green (see minute 6382-08/06/11)
The two contractors are being coordinated to re-site the goal post.
Ford Bridge (see minute 6384-08/06/11)
Highways have been advised that we would like to go ahead with the closure of the bridge.  As previously advised, the Traffic Order to close the bridge would be in the region of £3,000.  Highways also advise that installing bollards at each end of the road could be in the region of £2,000.  No response has been received regarding costs for closure of the A1M/Wrayfields junction to date.
Localism – working together to manage and maintain countryside sites, public path network and definitive map (see minute 6385-08/06/11)

The Countryside Access Team is unable to attend a meeting of this Committee to discuss their suggestions for managing and maintaining countryside sites, etc, until November.

Litter hotspots around the town (see minute 6386-08/06/11)
The following has been reported to Central Beds Council: litter in triangle of grass and shrubbery on High Street, and thanks forwarded for clearing litter from footpath between Saxon Avenue and Astwick Road.
Faulty lighting (see minute 6387-08/06/11)
Terry Seymour has been asked to inspect the 6 lighting columns ‘rescued’ by John Saunders to ascertain if they are reusable, with no response to date.

General work (see minute 6388-08/06/11)
Regarding:
· ‘No Through Road’ sign on Elliott Way – no response has been received to date from Central Beds, however a resident has also complained regarding this matter.  They will be chased.

· Highways 5 Year Programme work start date – work will start approximately 12th August.  Central Beds also advise that an amount of money has been allocated for improvements for bus stops in the area.

· Road holes at The Green and Vaughan Road have been reported.

· Mr Summerfield has painted the goal posts at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.

· Mr Summerfield has fully repaired the seat on Millennium Green which was previously burnt - £10 for wooden seat will be added to his next invoice.

· Mr Summerfield has re-sited the ‘No Drinking’ sign on The Green from adjacent to the children’s play area to its fencing.

· Mr Summerfield has repainted the faded and damaged Stotfold signs.  He advises that three of the four signs appear to have been vandalised with paint stripper which has caused the paint to bubble.  He has taken the paint back to the original surface in these areas and repainted.

· Weed spraying in the town took place 20th June.

·  A letter has been delivered to the property on the corner of Brook Street and Hitchin Road with overgrown conifer hedging, however there is a query over ownership of the hedge, and this is being investigated further.
CORRESPONDENCE
Watercourse Maintenance Programme for 2011/12 in Parish of Stotfold
For information, we have received notification from the Bedfordshire & River Ivel Internal Drainage Board that they will be carrying out maintenance work on watercourses in the Parish so that they are kept in serviceable condition to manage surface water and help reduce flood risk.  The proposed works will be similar to that of previous years consisting of: flailing, clearing, weed cutting, pollarding, and dredging, as necessary.  They will be carrying out work on Pix Brook, from the rear of the sewerage works opposite Fairfield, alongside the new Land South of Stotfold development, passing through Stotfold, past the rear of Etonbury School and on to Arlesey.  The IDB confirm that they have already carried out clearance works where Pix Brook passes through built up areas of Stotfold, and adjacent to the Land South development, and undertook the work by hand.  Where the Brook passes through open countryside they will use machinery.  They will also be carrying out works on watercourse number 134 (‘cat ditch’) at Astwick.  As a courtesy, the Clerk has advised Astwick Parish Meeting.
Advanced notification for upcoming bridge strengthening works – Taylors Mill Bridge, Astwick
Amey advise that the structure outside Taylors Mill, Taylors Road, Astwick has been identified as being under-strength and is on their priority list for strengthening works.  They will be looking to carry out works in September/October 2011 and will take approximately 6 weeks.  A full road closure will be required for the duration.  They will be contacting residents by letter in July, and will meet with the occupiers of Taylors Mill to discuss proposals.  Due to the proximity of Taylors Mill to the site works they will be undertaking a dilapidation/condition survey of the property with their permission prior to construction works commencing.

The strengthening works will consist of constructing a reinforced concrete saddle slab over the existing two brick arches and slightly re-aligning the road with an adjustment to the kerb line along the north verge to protect the concrete slab that supports this verge.  This will narrow the carriageway down to a single lane and should slow traffic through this section of the road.  As part of the works they propose installing bollards behind the new kerb line to prevent vehicles from mounting the kerb and crossing on to the weak concrete slab.  They plan to install warning signs and road markings on both approaches highlighting the carriageway narrowing as necessary.  Further notification as the scheme progresses will be provided.  As a courtesy, the Clerk has advised Astwick Parish Meeting.
 The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk
-
Wildlife Trust – Natural World – Summer 2011
-
Wildlife Trust – Local Wildlife – Summer 2011

AGENDA ITEM 15 – ALLOTMENTS UPDATE
Norton Road
The Administration Assistant has completed her plan for the plot layouts and this will be displayed on the notice board at the allotments.

An expression of interest has been received in setting up an Allotments Association for this site, and the interested persons have been provided with relevant information and guidance.

Common Road
All plots have now been let out – 81 half plots, 12 full plots.

A total income of £1,530 has been received on behalf of the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field.  Some plots have been re-let due to termination of tenancies or where people have decided not to continue with their plot.

The newly constructed car park is being well used, we are still to grass the surrounding banks.

The Administration Assistant is organising a growing competition for the Jubilee celebrations next year for plot holders of both sites – the Events Committee will be involved in this process.

Newsletters are displayed at both sites with our contact details, information on bonfires, use of sprinklers, etc, and are updated as new information or news comes in.

Notices have been displayed inviting plot holders to express an interest in attending some allotments workshops, over a four week period, arranged through the Letchworth District Garden & Allotments Association.  Workshops will cover setting up a new plot, soil condition, planting tips, composting, etc, and can be held at either or both sites.  To date no expressions of interest have been received.
Order of meetings for 13th July 2011


7.00pm	Planning


7.45pm Recreation Grounds, Public Lands & Lighting Committee
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