MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13TH APRIL 2011 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


B Collier






A Cooper



S Hayes






Mrs L Lewin



B Saunders






L Stoter

Also present:



The Clerk

6322.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Clarey and Mrs Hyde.

6323.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Hayes declared an interest in the item relating to the donation of the wooden gate to the Eleemosynary Charity, as he is a Trustee.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6324.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

6325.
Common Road Allotments – parking (see minute 6305-09/03/11)

The car park area for the allotments has now been completed, and is being well used.  On behalf of the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field, Councillor Hayes thanked the Clerk and her team for their work organising the project.
6326.
Ford Bridge & A1M/Wrayfields (see minute 6306-09/03/11)

Basil Jackson continues to be chased for a response following the site meeting regarding the Ford Bridge and A1M/Wrayfields access.

6327.
General work (see minute 6307-09/03/11)

Highways have been chased again for a response to a request for pre-warning signs for the new Hitchin Road roundabout road markings.

6328.
Heron Way/Waters End adoption (see minute 6310-09/03/10)

The Chairman and Clerk have now signed the transfer document for the open space land at Heron Way/Waters end.  The Clerk is obtaining cost details from Mr Golder for maintenance of this area for approval at the next meeting.

6329.
Items for information (see minute 6321-09/03/11)

As advised at the last Council meeting, unfortunately Stotfold was not part of the final selection for a refurbishment of the playground at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground using funding from the drinks company who produce Fruit Shoots.  Thanks were given to Stotfold parents for nominating the play area.
6330.
Teasel update (see minute 6314-09/03/11)

With regard to maintenance of the Kingfisher Way, the Chairman advised that she had visited the footpath.  The Central Beds Footpaths team have carried out major reconstruction work on the path at the Baldock Road end up to the area where the developers for the Mill View site have carried out work.  Not all the vegetation has been scrubbed out, and we have not heard back from the Footpaths team as to whether they have finished their heavy work.  There were concerns that a formal agreement should be made with Teasel as to what level of work they should be taking on, as this is a statutory footpath, although it was pointed out that Teasel would only be doing tidying work and Central Beds would still need to do major structural and heavy clearance work.  The Clerk will chase for an update, and advise that clearance of the ditch and heavy cutting back of the vegetation is far clear of what was expected, but thank them for the resurfacing work they have done.

CORRESPONDENCE

6331.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk


-
CPRE ‘Bedfordshire Matters’ Spring 2011


-
Wildlife Trust – ‘Local Wildlife’ Spring 2011


-
Wildlife Trust – ‘Natural World’ Spring 2011


-
Open Space Spring 2011
6332.
FUTURE SERVICE PROVISION

As per Council minute 8912, Members considered possible services which this Committee could enhance/contribute to/take over from Central Bedfordshire Council.  Several suggestions were put forward, however after consideration there was caution and it was felt that we shouldn’t offer to take on any services until we know exactly which services are being cut and how much it would cost to take on.


Recommended that that this Committee doesn’t take on any additional services until we find out exactly what services are being cut and how much it would be to take these services on.


It was further:


Recommended that a letter is sent to Central Beds to advise that we believe that there are services which we could handle more efficiently, however we are not prepared to take any on unless we are notified that these services will be cut across the board.

6333.
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE PRIORITISED WORK PROGRAMME 2011/2012

Members considered the above programme and it was:




Resolved that the programme is noted, and that Central Beds are asked:

· If they intend on carrying out the walking and cycling links from Fairfield to Arlesey at the same time as the Fairfield to Arlesey bus route.

· For clarification on whether the Arlesey Road zebra crossing will be a light controlled crossing.

6334.
EXECUTIVE ACTION – DONATION OF WOODEN FIVE BAR GATE

Members were asked to approve executive action taken by the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman to donate the unused wooden five bar gate which has been in storage for some time, and came previously from the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground boundary fencing, to the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field to use as an entrance gate to the Common Road Allotments.


Resolved that the executive action taken by the Clerk in donating the wooden five bar gate to the Eleemosynary Charity for use at the Common Road Allotments is approved.

6335.
DAMAGE TO GRASS VERGES

As per Annual Town Meeting minute 649, Members considered the matter of the apparent destruction of grass verges in Hyde Avenue caused by vehicles parking on them.




Resolved that 

· Aragon Housing are asked to consider providing parking bays for their tenants in place of the grass verges.
· Highways are asked for guidance regarding local permissions and markings regarding extended footways as in Highbush/Hyde Avenue, where vehicles park on previous grass verges which have been hard surfaced.

6336.
COMPLAINT RE NEWLY INSTALLED GOAL POSTS AT THE GREEN & CLERK’S RESPONSE

Members were previously circulated a copy of a complaint from a resident and the Clerk’s response regarding footballs hitting their fence following the installation of a new goal post at The Green.


Resolved that the resident’s comments are noted and that they are advised that we will be monitoring the situation throughout the summer period.

6337.
YELLOW LINE REQUEST

Members considered asking Highways to install yellow lines outside the butchers on Regent Street, following a request from a resident who feels that parked vehicles in that area are a hazard to those travelling in both directions in Regent Street, turning out of Whitecrofts and Church Road.


Resolved that this Committee does not ask Highways to install yellow lines outside the butchers on Regent Street.  Whilst we acknowledge that it is an awkward area and that some parked cars may cause a hazard, it is felt that putting yellow lines directly outside a local business may do them harm.  On many occasions the whole of Regent Street is completely parked up on one side as there are many dwellings without parking in that area.  It is unlikely that Central Beds would take up this request, and yellow lines are difficult to enforce.

6338.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN



Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· There is constant litter at the stub end of Baldock Road where vehicles park up, and also on the closed road side of the gate.

6339.
FAULTY LIGHTING



Resolved that the following is reported to Highways:


Lamp no. 1 in Groveland Way continues to have unpredictable timing – this has been reported on many previous occasions.

6340.
GENERAL WORK

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· Name plate is missing from Norton Road.

· Hitchin Road – there are a number of road holes on strip of reinstatement on Fairfield Park side of the road.

· High Street – 2 road holes outside India Lodge and The Haven.

· Church Road - road outside Spencer House – upstand at kerb, depression and broken surface on road.  It is felt that this, and nearby disintegration of surface, is caused by bad workmanship when this road was resurfaced.  This has been reported before and requires urgent attention.

· There are several pot holes which are increasing in size at the entrance of Hallworth Drive.

· Ask what work is being done to the dropped kerbs at the High Street end of The Avenue.



Mr Summerfield
· There are two broken wooden slats on the climbing frame at Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.

· The large hole has reformed at the Brook Street car park entrance.  Investigate filling with hot tarmac if cold tarmac is considered insufficient.




Other
· Investigate removal of the unused and empty BT/Post Office box at the junction of The Avenue and High Street.

· There is a hole in the surface under the swings at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.  This may require specialist repair due to the type of surface.

6341.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Councillor Mrs Clarey had forwarded the following information: Hazel Grove, Coppice Mead and Brook Street have had drain cleaning and sweeping in the past month.


The Chairman advised that the Council gazebo will be present at the forthcoming Mill Steam Weekend to give a Town Council presence, and asked for volunteers to man the stand.  The boards regarding play equipment will also be displayed.

Committee Members were thanked for their hard work over the last year.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.13pm

CHAIRMAN
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