

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2011 AT 8.10PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


B Collier






A Cooper


B Dack






S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde






B Saunders

Also present:



The Clerk

6460.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Clarey and Stoter.

6461.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed they should declare it at that point.

6462.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

6463.
CHARGES LEVIED FOR YEAR 2012/2013

To consider the following charges:

· Football Club’s use of Hitchin Road Recreation Ground; currently £25 per adult game, junior games currently charged at a per season rate per team of £65.

Recommended that the charges for the adult games for 2012/2013 are increased to £30 per game, the charge for junior games for 2012/2013 remain at £65 per season per team.

· Junior Football Club’s use of the The Green; currently £50 per team per season.

Recommended that the charge for the Junior Football Club’s use of The Green for 2012/2013 is increased to £55 per team per season.

· Junior Football Club’s use of the Riverside Playing Fields; currently £50 per team per season.

Recommended that the Junior Football Club’s use of the Riverside Playing Field for 2012/2013 is increased to £55 per team per season.

· Hire of The Green for Dean’s Fair/other circus/fair  visits; currently £30 per non-opening day, 70 per opening day.

Recommended that the hire of The Green for Dean’s Fair/other circus/fair visits for 2012/2013 remains at £30 per non-opening day, and increased to £75 per opening day.

· Hire of Multi Use Games Area; £16 per hour session adult use, £10 per hour junior use, tennis £7 per hour, and use of floodlights is included in the above charges.

Recommended that the hire of the Multi Use Games Area for 2012/2013 is increased to £18 per hour session adult use, £11 per hour junior use, and tennis £8 per hour.

6464.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

The Chairman proposed that the press and public are temporarily excluded whilst matters pertaining to staff issues are discussed and that they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting for the following agenda item only.




This was passed by Members
6465.
MUGA CARETAKING STAFF SALARIES


Members were asked to consider whether they wish to increase wages for the two MUGA caretaking staff for 2012/2013.


Recommended that the two MUGA caretaker wages are increased by 4% for 2012/2013.


At the conclusion of this item the press and public were permitted to return to the meeting.

6466.
ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 2012/2013

Members were previously provided with a copy of the figures for the first six months of the current financial year and undertook an appraisal before the estimates of the general running costs for the Committee were considered.


Amendments

Open Spaces – Legal Fees/ROSPA – remove Legal Fees wording


Open Spaces – Centenary Wood – add wording Teasel 


Estimate figures for 2012/2013

Estimated running costs:

£84,437


Less estimated income:


£  9,075






Total
£75,362

Earmarked Reserves

Rec Ground Rolling Improvements
add £10,000


Rec Parking at Parade


no additional funds


Rec Street Lighting


add £8,000


Rec MUGA



add £2,000


Rec Allotment Hedging


no additional funds






Total
£20,000




Recommended that:

i) The sum of £75,362 is submitted as this Committee’s budget request for 2012/2013

ii) The sum of £20,000 is submitted as this Committee’s Earmarked Reserves request for 2012/2013

iii) These amounts are to be submitted to the Establishment Committee for consideration prior to approval by full Council
6467.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

A large pile of cut brambles has been left on Millennium Green, the Clerk will ask Mr Summerfield to remove it.


Highways have recently carried out work to the footways in Trinity Road and as a result they have left lots of small pieces of rubble and stones in the grass verges.  Rik Golder has been cutting the grass verges in Trinity Road as per his contract and his machine has thrown up stones and smashed two car windows.  He is claiming on his insurance, the office has notified Highways of this problem.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.10pm

CHAIRMAN




DATED






13/10/11


