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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

A meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be held in the Council Chambers at the Simpson Centre on Wednesday 12th May 2010 commencing at 7.30pm
A G E N D A
1.
Apologies.

2.
Disclosures of Members interests on matters contained in this agenda.  Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3.
Public participation – questions, comments and responses.

4.
Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only).
5.
Clerk’s Report and Correspondence (none received).
6.
Use of The Green for parking

To consider a request from the Coach and Horses public house to use The Green on Saturday 7th August for any overspill entries for their annual car rally.

7.
Fair visit to The Green

To confirm the visit of the Thurston’s Fair on Sunday 11th July to Sunday 18th July, and being open on 15th, 16th and 17th July 2010.
8.
Health & Safety Risk Assessment

To receive and adopt the Risk Assessment document carried out on areas and equipment relevant to this Committee.
9.
Quotation for siting and erection of additional street lamps at The Green

Members are asked to consider the quotation received from Mr Seymour for three additional lighting columns at The Green, on the section of road between the Common Road junction and Rook Tree Lane.  (Please see Clerk’s Report). 
10.
Quotation for siting and erection of street lighting between the Mill and the Mill Nature Reserve

To consider advice from Mr Seymour on where lighting in the area between the Mill and Mill Nature Reserve would be viable, and also to consider a quotation for this work (Please see Clerk’s Report). 
11.
Street lighting contract

To approve an increase to the street lighting contract total.  Following Mr Seymour’s recent inspection and re-numbering of the Town Council owned street lighting columns, he has established that the Council owns 201 columns in various locations throughout the parish, over and above the 178 which was originally quoted for.  He is happy to accommodate these additional lighting columns at an additional cost of £50 plus vat per quarter, giving the same level of service to these, as the others.
12.
Bus shelters – funding

Members are asked to consider whether to apply to Central Bedfordshire Council for funding for bus shelters, and consider where to site them.
13.
Metal bridge for entrance to Centenary Wood

To consider purchasing a metal bridge for the entrance to Centenary Wood (Please see Clerk’s Report).
14.
Common Road allotments

To receive a report on a meeting held on 10th May between representatives of this Committee and the Eleemosynary Charity regarding Common Road allotments, and to receive an update on the current situation regarding its set up.
15.
Request for recompense by regular users of Hitchin Road Recreation Ground

To consider a request by a regular user of the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground for a concession for next season on hire charges.  They advise that following our request to not use the changing rooms until they have been repaired due to health and safety issues, they feel that other teams have been using it as their supply of chalk has gone down, which has added expense and inconvenience in having to source an alternative venue.
16.
Grass verge between 89 to 99 Hitchin Road – hard surfacing or bollards (see minute 6085-14/04/10)

To consider actions following a response from Highways.  Jill Cross, Highways Area Steward, advises that she has written to the residents of 89 to 99 Hitchin Road and asked them to avoid parking or crossing the verge (at least one house is crossing the verge illegally and requires an extension to their VXO) as they are looking to reinstate the verge and may consider the use of bollards.  One response from a resident has been received.  Search of  buried services in the verge has revealed that there is gas, BT, Cable TV and water present and therefore the bollard option will be difficult and not really an option.  She feels the best way forward is as suggested in the response from the resident, which is to harden the verge with tarmac - considerably more expensive and will need to plan the spend for a few months ahead.  Kerb height would not be adjusted, and believes people would still park on verge/highway and queries if parking is part of the problem we wanted to solve. 
17.
Big Tidy Up – areas for litter pick

To consider areas for litter pick as part of the July Big Tidy Up event, and to confirm volunteers to assist on the day.
18.
Litter hotspots around the town

Members to advise on litter hotspots - areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.
19.
Faulty lighting

Members to advise on faulty lighting around the town and related issues.

20.
General work

Members to advise on general work to be carried out relating to this Committee.
21.
Any items for information purposes only.

Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk

7th May 2010
To: 
Councillors Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey, Collier, Cooper, Mrs Cooper, Hayes, Mrs Hyde, Mrs Lewin, Saunders and Stoter.  Other Councillors for information only
CLERK’S REPORT
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee
12th May 2010
MATTERS ARISING
Items for information (see minute 6082-14/04/10)
The new youth shelter has now been erected, and a litter bin has been installed adjacent to it, as per planning conditions imposed.  When a date for the official opening ceremony has been received, Members will be invited.

Items for information (see minute 6083-14/04/10)
A free supply of road scalping will be deposited at the allotments shortly.  Mr Summerfield has been asked to spread evenly over the surface.
Hitchin Road cycle/footway (see minute 6086-14/04/10)
A copy of the plan showing the exact route of the cycle track from the Co-op area along High Street, across the four-way traffic lights to the Vaughan Road area, and from A507 Hitchin Road roundabout to the four-way traffic lights has not yet been received.

Streetlight for Mowbray Crescent (see minute 6087-14/04/10)
We are still waiting for a response from the resident opposite the resident originally requesting the lighting column to give their permission for work to be carried out under their front wall.  The Chairman has attempted to contact them, and has also visited the original resident to reassure them that the work will go ahead once agreement has been received from the neighbor.
Consider possible works required on part of Kingfisher Way to rear of Mill View development (see minute 6088-14/04/10)
Teasel have confirmed that they would be willing to carry out necessary tidying works during the years in between the Central Beds heavy clearance works.  Confirmation is yet to be received from the Rights of Way Officer that they will be clearing back all growth on the ditches.

Hitchin Road Recreation Ground – new outer door for changing room (see minute 6089-14/04/10)
The security door is being delivered and fitted week commencing 10th May.
Break in at Hitchin Road Recreation Ground Changing Room (see minute 6090/14/04/10)
The work under the insurance claim will be completed on 10th May, and regular users will be advised accordingly.

Drainage of Riverside Playing Field car park (see minute 6091-14/04/10)
A land drainage expert is still to be asked for advice on the best course of action for the future drainage of the car park, although it is felt that we may need to approach a surveyor.
Sites for new allotments (see minute 6092-14/04/10)
The landowner of the field opposite the Norton Road allotments, bounded by the A507 and Norton Road towards Letchworth is being approached with a view to acquiring the land for further allotments.

Quotes for enlarged skate park (see minute 6093-14/04/10)
The Clerk has established several sources for funding for an enlarged skate park, and is working on putting applications together.  Discussions have also taken place with Nicola King, Youth Worker for Aragon Housing who advises that she may be able to assist the young people who originally requested the enlarged skate park with submitting a StreetCred application during the summer round of applications.  The young people have been kept informed of progress on this project.
Billygoat MUGA cleaner service (see minute 6095-14/04/10)
An annual service of the Billygoat MUGA cleaner has been arranged.

Stotfold’s Big Tidy Up (see minute 6097-14/04/10)
The Clerk is arranging the Big Tidy Up event for Sunday 18th July.  The Central Bedfordshire Council Environmental Health Event Safety Team has requested information on the proposed event, and will provide assistance and guidance on health and safety considerations.
Yellow line audit (see minute 6100-14/04/10)
The submissions are being put together suggesting areas in the town which are considered to require yellow lines.
Hard surfacing of bark path at Riverside Playing Field by Central Beds Rights of Way (see minute 6101-14/04/10)
Following a request to the River Ivel Drainage Board to clear the ditch from the Football Club to the river, they advise that the ditch is not one that the Board maintains, and any clearance of this ditch is the responsibility of the riparian landowner/occupier.  
CORRESPONDENCE
None received.
AGENDA ITEM 9
To install three 5metre tubular galvanized steel column along the hedge of The Green, spaced between the Common Road junction and the area opposite the Coach and Horses Public House.

To wire, supply and fit three 70 watt SON-T post mounted industrial lanterns, complete with all necessary cut-outs and internal wiring as required.


To carry out all necessary excavation and reinstatement works as required and liaise with EDF Energy accordingly to arrange electricity hook-up.

To remove all waste material from site and leave lanterns in full working order.

£6,825 plus vat  
If we wish double headed lanterns to be used instead of single ones in order to illuminate more of The Green, this can be achieved at an additional cost of £1,400 plus vat (including the installation of the required double headed brackets and additional wiring).

AGENDA ITEM 10
To install two 5metre tubular galvanized steel columns in the grass verge along the area between the Mill car park and the existing 30mph signs.

To supply and fit two 70 watt SON-T industria lanterns, complete with all necessary internal wiring and street lighting cut-outs as required.

To supply and install one 450mm feeder pillar in the grass verge adjacent to gate entry to the Mill car park (behind the tree) and supply one consumer unit in the pillar to control new lighting circuit as required.

To carry out all excavation works between the columns, feeder pillar and the EDF Energy hook up point – adjacent to the Mill – and carry out all reinstatement works accordingly.

To liaise with EDF Energy to arrange for electrical connection to the new feeder pillar and leave columns in full working order and to remove all waste from site.

£10,950 plus vat
This price includes a provisional sum of £5,000 plus vat for highways road excavation and reinstatement and traffic management systems if required.

If the Council wish an increased light level around the blind corner at the site, this can be achieved by using CDO-TT type lanterns instead of SON lanterns.  The additional cost for this upgrade would be £160 plus vat.

AGENDA ITEM 13

Councillor Hayes has kindly obtained some information and costs for an access bridge into Centenary Wood.  The bridge is to be approximately 4m long and 2m wide, without sides, and removable to allow clearance of debris from the ditch below.  Metal construction is preferable, being reasonably vandal proof.

Most metal bridges come in giant economy size (rail bridge or road traffic size), and smaller pedestrian bridges are nearly all wood.  There appears to be quite a lot of regulations and there may be problems in having a removable bridge set on abutments.  This may require survey work.
A firm called Beaver Bridges can supply timber clad metal bridges – timber clad and steel structure.  An approximate cost for a 4m x 2m bridge is £5,500, installation is extra. 
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