MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12TH JANUARY 2011 AT 7.44PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey






B Collier



A Cooper






S Hayes

Also present:



1 member of the electorate and the Clerk

6255.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Hyde, Mrs Lewin, Saunders and Stoter.

6256.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interest.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6257.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

A member of the public asked if Central Beds Highways had responded regarding the Ford Bridge and A1M/Wrayfields possible road closure.  No response had been received to date.

MATTERS ARISING

6258.
Stotfold Junior Football Club (see minute 6235-08/12/100

Roecroft Lower School advise that they have offered Stotfold Junior Football Club use of the playing field on a Sunday.  A Member added that the use would be for this year only, one of the Governors has taken responsibility for unlocking and locking the playing field and the offer is subject to the Junior Football Club agreeing to a set of rules on how they use the site.  A letter will be sent to the school to thank them.

6259.
Review of rolling plan, action points in Town Plan, and future projects and development (see minute 6235-08/12/10)

No responses from residents have been received following a request for opinions on current play equipment in Stotfold.  The local schools have been approached regarding speaking to their pupils about wishes for play equipment; Roecroft Lower School are currently investigating the types of play equipment for their relocated school and consulting the school council, and will forward their findings.  St Mary’s Lower School are happy for the Chairman to attend an assembly to outline what we are looking for, and the school will report back after the children have considered it further.
6260.
Clerk’s Report – urgent matter (see minute 6241-08/12/10)

With regard to initial repair works to get the changing rooms back to normal use, specification for the work has been drawn up, quotes have been sought, and nothing received to date.  It is hoped that the repair work will be completed within the month.  With regard to quotes for future improvements/works, quotes have been sought, and nothing received to date.

6261.
Common Road Allotments – Heads of Terms & Tenancy Agreement update (see minute 6246-08/12/10)


Councillor Hayes declared an interest in this item as he is a Trustee of the Charity.


At a recent meeting of the Trustees of the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field, it was agreed to accept the suggested Heads of Terms and amended Tenancy Agreement.
6262.
Common Road Allotments – Parking issues (see minute 6247-08/12/10)

The Trustees of the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field have been advised that this Committee feels there is an identified need to provide parking space within the site, as per the Clerk’s suggested plan and costs.  They will be discussing the matter at their meeting later this month.

6263.
Teasel – updates & requests for work to be done (see minute 6249-08/12/10)

Paul Redwood of Teasel has been advised of our response to his requests for work to be done.  Andrew Gwillam, Central Beds Public Rights of Way Officer has advised that the initial clearance work for the Kingfisher Way has been scheduled; Paul Redwood has been advised accordingly.

6264.
Ford Bridge & A1M/Wrayfields (see minute 6250-08/12/10)

No response has been received to date from the Highways representatives following the site meeting regarding Ford Bridge and the A1M/Wrayfields access.  The Clerk will chase.

6265.
Faulty lighting (see minute 6252-08/12/10)

The update from the Lighting Watchmen regarding the faulty/non connected Hitchin Road roundabout lights and bollards is as follows:


They are awaiting original drawings from S278 works before carrying out a repair programme, which will include the bollards.  The works carried out by the developer may have had an affect on the highway columns and bollards with regard to the looped cabling.  An application has now been submitted for connection of two of the columns.  Reason given for delays is a change of personnel and office base at Persimmon.  A night survey was carried out on 18th November and lighting problems on the Norton and Hitchin Road roundabouts were noted.

6266.
General work (see minute 6253-08/12/10)

A request has again been made to Central Beds Council for pre-warning signs for the new road markings on the Hitchin Road roundabout.  No response has been received to date, they will be chased, pointing out that the recent snow coverage on the road showed the need for the signs.
6267.
CORRESPONDENCE

None received.

6268.
SEASONAL VEGETATION CONTRACT 2011-2012

Central Beds Countryside Access Team are preparing their grass cutting (seasonal vegetation clearance) programme for next financial year, and have requested our priorities for future cutting of surface (and some side) vegetation along our local public rights of way network.  During previous years they have carried out two cuts of a selection of known well used paths during the summer – one cut early May/June and one cut in August/September, with an occasional 3rd cut when funds allow.  A plan showing the footpaths in Stotfold was circulated.

Resolved that a request is made for all footpaths on the public rights of way network for Stotfold are included in the Central Beds Seasonal Vegetation Clearance programme for next year, and request notification of when this work will be carried out.

6269.
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE PRIORITISED WORKS PROGRAMME 2011-2014 

Members considered the list of proposed maintenance schemes for a 3 year programme, the position of each on the scheme, where the priority is incorrect, any other schemes and suggested position on the list.


Resolved that the suggested prioritised works programme for 2011-2014 is accepted, with the following exception:
· Request that footway retread work for The Avenue is re-prioritised to be higher than the High Street footway resurfacing work, as the side with the trees is in good condition, and the Methodist Chapel side has been done in recent years.

· Request inclusion of footway from Regent Street along Trinity Road to Vaughan Road, both sides, in 2012/2013. 

· What are the bridge strengthening works proposed for Taylors Mill Bridge, and why are they felt necessary.
· Stotfold Culvert (Brook Street) – which culvert do they mean, as there are two – one in Brook Street and one at Heron’s Way/Hitchin Road.

· Is Church Bridge the bridge over the River Ivel on Astwick Road on the Stotfold/Astwick border?

With regard to Councillor Mrs Bundock’s regular Road Survey, she has now started work on the latest survey and provided Members with details on her current findings.


Resolved that the list of required works identified in first part of the 2011 Road Survey is forwarded to Central Beds Council.  List is available on file.

6270.
COMMUNITY SALT BINS WITHIN CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE

Members considered whether to purchase additional salt bins to be placed on highways within Stotfold, following the Central Beds issued policy.

Resolved that Central Beds Council is advised that we don’t wish to purchase and site any additional salt bins at this time.
6271.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN



Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· Fly tipping to the rear of the parade of the shops in the High Street, beside the building to the rear.
6272.
FAULTY LIGHTING



Resolved that the following is reported to Terry Seymour:




First lighting column on bark path at Riverside Playing Field is not working.


For note, Terry Seymour has been asked to repair the faulty lighting column in the Simpson Centre Car Park.

6273.
GENERAL WORK

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· Work done by Morrissons before Christmas – none of the dirt has been cleaned from roads and footways, verges have been destroyed, several kerb plates have been damaged.  Work was done pre-snow.  We were assured by Highways that this would be rectified immediately.
· Bridleway post is down to the rear of Groveland Way.

· Request notification of when road is to be repaired at Baldock Road/Norton Road roundabout.  This was inspected last year when Councillor Mrs Bundock did a walk with Highways who agreed work was necessary.

· The Avenue – building work to the rear of nos. 40 and 42 is causing severe disruption to the footways and verges here and opposite and leaving mud on the road.  The footway is unusable.  This needs to be inspected now. 

· High Street – road hole adjacent to car park for The Haven, and surface break up near another near by repair recently done.

· High Street - drains from The Avenue to the crossroads traffic lights are still not working properly, and have been like this for about three years.

· Following works by Anglian Water on the roadway outside the Hitchin Road pumping station, bollards, barriers and rubble are still in situ.  Would Highways please request that Anglian Water remove them.

· Severe frost damage to roadway in Princes Street, with large potholes and slabs of loose tarmac.


Mr Summerfield

· Was previously asked to re-site the salt bin at the top of Queen Street to next to the bench.  Query if this was not done because it was full of salt and he was unable to move it.

6274.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.44pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED
PAGE  
4
14/01/11


