MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 2009 AT 7.45PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey






A Cooper


S Hayes






Mrs J Hyde


B Saunders

Also present:

Councillors Mrs Wilding and Turner, Nicola King – Youth Worker, Jacob – young resident, the Clerk and Assistant Clerk
5968.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Collier, Stoter and Mrs Lewin.

5969.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Saunders declared an interest in the item relating to the grass verges outside 93 Hitchin Road as he lives in close proximity, Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in the item relating to the provision of a youth shelter at the Riverside Playing Field as she lives in close proximity.


With the agreement of Members, the Chairman moved the following item to this point in the meeting to allow the youth worker and young resident to attend this item and then leave.

5970.
YOUTH SHELTER – RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow Nicola King and Jacob to answer questions relating to the exact siting of the youth shelter.  Members were advised that the group of young people have been successful in their application for funding for the shelter, and they have until March 2010 to spend it.  It was confirmed that the group have now decided that they do not require a shelter with solar lighting or Bluetooth sound provision.  The area suggested by the group for siting of the shelter is on the edge of the rough grass area at a right angle to the skate park as this is where most of the young residents gather.  The lighting would stretch to this area, and also possibly the CCTV cameras.  They would site it to allow for the possible expansion of the current skate park.  The suggested site for the shelter was marked on an aerial photo of the Playing Field.


Standing Orders were reinstated, and a letter from a resident was read to Members advising that they are against speakers being installed in the shelter, it should be sited away from the River Ivel, concerns over litter and the future management of the shelter.


Recommended that the youth shelter is sited at the top right corner of the skate park, to allow for expansion double in size, and is to be subject to surveys from the suppliers to ensure this is a suitable position, and advice from ROSPA regarding run-off space from equipment, etc.

Members then considered whether the Council could pay for the required planning application, at £85.


Recommended that the Council submits and pays for the required planning application, at £85 from the Committee’s Legal Fees budget.  The young people are to be involved when the application is put together so they can see the processes involved.

Councillors Mrs Wilding and Turner left the meeting at this point.

With regard to future maintenance and management of the equipment it was:


Recommended that the Committee takes on the maintenance and repair of the equipment, the item is added to the next ROSPA inspection (at a cost of £3) and is also added to the Council’s insurance policy.  A litter bin is to be provided by this Committee from the Maintenance and Repair budget and is to be emptied by Mr Summerfield.


MATTERS ARISING

5971.
To receive a report on the site meeting regarding Hitchin Road shared cycle/footway and the Hitchin Road underpass (see minute 5931-09/09/09)

Central Beds Councillor John Street has been provide with all the appropriate information again, and has been asked to investigate the matter of a cycle path for Hitchin Road under the National Cycle Network and Sustrans Schemes as a matter of urgency, as this has been a matter arising since April.

5972.
To receive and consider costs for inspecting and flushing out the drain at the Riverside Playing Field car park (see minute 5934-09/09/09)

Results from checks into the exact drain location are being awaited, before Premier Drainage can carry out any drain clearance, or the possibility of a damaged drain pipe is looked into.  Councillor Cooper will chase this matter.
5973.
To discuss matters relating to any lighting issues around the town (see minute 5935-09/09/09)

No response has been received in regard to a request for an update on when the planned lighting (5 year programme) for Highbush Road and Hyde Avenue is to take place.
5974.
Highways Five Year Programme (see minute 5939-09/09/09)

The suggested comments on the Programme have been forwarded to Highways.

5975.
Clearing allotment plot (see minute 5945-09/09/09)

Mr Summerfield has cleared items of rubbish from plot 3a and the new plot holder has been willing to take on the plot in the resulting condition.
5976.
Repairs identified in ROSPA report to surface and play equipment (see minute 5946-09/09/09)

The quote from Clements Play Management has been accepted and will carry out the required works on the week commencing 9th November 2009. The reason given for the difference in repair materials for the Skate Driveway and BMX Ramps was that in their experience at the transition point where the ramps meet the ground BMX and Skateboard require different surfaces to ease the wear of the surface, which the Clerk felt was an acceptable explanation, therefore they have been instructed to carry out the work as quoted.

5977.
Norton Road roundabout and Hitchin Road underpass site meeting report (see minute 5947)

Shared cycle/footway – Hitchin Road towards Fairfield

At the July site meeting it was agreed that the work would be done during the summer.  Highways have been chased, and the Clerk has since been advised that the Council would need to financially contribute towards the work.  As we have been chasing for this work to be done for a long time and have also been kept waiting for a price for the work, they have agreed to do the work with no charge the Council.  It is hoped that the scraping back and hedge cutting works will start at the end of the week of the meeting and be complete at the end of the following week.  The Clerk will ask Highways to include this work on their spring work schedule, in lighting of the inadequacies in the width of the path.
5978.
Hire of roller for Norton Road roundabout verge/bank (see minute 5949)

Mr Golder has confirmed that he has been able to strim and cut the former overgrown verge/bank area at Norton Road roundabout and will now be able to include it in the usual verge cutting scheme, as before.  He confirms that there is therefore no need to hire a roller to even the surface.  Bulbs have been planted at a cost of £28.00 + vat, and he has planted them at a cost of £60.00 plus vat.  Mr Golder was thanked for a good job done.
5979.
Cycling and Walking Strategy Contribution (S106) – Queen Street development (see minute 5950-09/09/09)

The suggested improvements to footways and cycleways in Stotfold have been forwarded to Central Bedfordshire Council.
5980.
Provision of larger skate park (see minute 5951-09/09/09))

Wickstead Leisure, Century Leisure and Ramp Mental have been asked to produce a site plan showing layout and full costings, to include the cost of groundwork’s, for an increased size skate park.  Sufficient details are not available for consideration, to date.

5981.
Non-slip paint for skate ramps (see minute 5952-09/09/09)

The paint supply company have advised that if Mr Summerfield was to apply the paint to the skate ramps we would need to purchase a special applicator (would need ‘spraying’ on, not paint brushing).  This would have cost more than the quote from Clements Playground Management at £310, therefore Clements have been asked to carry out the work, which will take place on the week commencing 9th November 2009.


CORRESPONDENCE
5982.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk


-
The Playing Field Newsletter – Autumn 2009


-
Open Space – Autumn 2009 – Volume 29 No 6


-
Countryside Voice – Autumn 2009

5983.
Highways Act 1980 – Proposed half speed table (raised junction), Queen Street

Correspondence has been received to advise that Central Bedfordshire Council propose to construct a half speed table (raised junction) under Section 90 A-1 of the Highways Act 1980 in connection with a traffic calming scheme in Queen Street.  This proposal will be an integral part of measures to reduce vehicle speeds and discourage the use of the road other than local traffic.  The proposed table will be 75mm high with gradients of approximately 1:20 in entirety and is to be situated in the following location:


Queen Street, Stotfold which extends from its junction with (A507) High Street (give way lines), across the full width of Queen Street between kerbs for an overall length of 17m.  A plan can be viewed in the office.  Any objections to the work are to be received by the Orders and Commons Registration Officer at Central Beds Council by 4th December.  No objections were received from the Committee.
5984.
REMOVE OLD HEDGE STUMPS ON THE CORNER OF THE GREEN

Members were asked to consider a quotation from Steve Dear Trees to stump grind old hedge roots 8 inches below ground, remove all arisings from the site at £180 plus vat, on the corner of The Green adjacent to the bus stop and play area.  Mr Golder will fill the remaining gully with soil until level, and seed in the spring.


Resolved that the quotation from Steve Dear Trees to stump grind old hedge roots on the corner of The Green at a cost of £180 plus vat be accepted, with funds from the Open Spaces Maintenance and Repairs budget.

5985.
HITCHIN ROAD UNDERPASS

Members were asked to consider two options for the grassed banks/verges at the Hitchin Road underpass, following a site meeting reported at a previous meeting:

a) Quote from Amey in the sum of £1,383 for strimming, spraying, land preparation and groundwork, seeding, labour, plant and materials for re-seeding the area with dwarf grass and wildflower seeds.  The Highways Landscape Manager has confirmed that they will add an annual cut and collect to their work schedule.

b) Quote from Mr Golder for 16 strim/cuts per year at £350 (£5,600) to the area as it is, without undertaking the above works.  He would need to do one strim before winter, and the rest throughout the year.


Resolved that the quote from Amey in the sum of £1,383 for works to re-seed the grassed banks/verges at the Hitchin Road underpass with dwarf grass and wildflower seeds be accepted, and they are to confirm in writing that they will undertake an annual cut and collect.
5986.
TREE WORKS – FOOTPATH TO RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD FROM THE GREEN (ALONGSIDE THE FOOTBALL CLUB)

The Central Beds Rights of Way Officer has advised that he has been monitoring the situation regarding the high tree hedge line from the Football Club site running alongside the footpath and the condition of the footpath surface.  He explained that following our previous notification that we wouldn’t be looking to reduce the height of the trees at this time, we are required to ‘side them off’ and have the footpath scrapped back to remove the loose slippery vegetation that has collected.  He requires this work to be completed before the weather brings frost.  He has obtained two quotes for the following works:


Cut back all growth overhanging fencing adjacent to path back beyond fence line.  Remove stems growing in close proximity to fence.  Arisings to be chipped back beneath the trees.  Clean off path removing all leaf debris.


Global Tree Solutions Ltd


£880 plus vat


MJ Granger Grounds Maintenance Ltd
£1,750 plus vat


Resolved that the quote received from Global Tree Solutions Ltd in the sum of £880 plus vat is accepted, and the Rights of Way Officer is to ensure that Julie Longhurst of the Football Club and the Clerk is advised when the work is to take place and also if Global Tree Solutions will require access to the area behind the fencing.  Also urge him to contact the owners of properties in Silverbirch backing on to the footpath to get their overhanging branches cut back.
5987.
HARD SURFACING OR INSTALLATION OF BOLLARDS ON GRASS VERGE BETWEEN 93-99 HITCHIN ROAD

Members were asked to consider a request from a resident of Hitchin Road for the mud and grass strip abutting the pathway between 93-99 Hitchin Road be hard surfaced.  The resident would prefer to see hard surfacing but would accept bollards provided that they are of substantial build quality and are not an eyesore.  His intention is to improve the visual street scene of the area, and feels that hard surfacing would also benefit pedestrians with wider access.  After discussions as to whether this should wait until it has been established whether a cycle route will be provided on that side of the road, and also whether any bollards or hard surfacing should be extended from number 93 to number 89, it was:

Resolved that Highways are asked to provide bollards on the grass verge between numbers 89 and 99 Hitchin Road to prevent parking on the verges.

5988.
POSSIBLE REQUIRED WORKS ON THE FOOTPATH BETWEEN MILL LANE AND BALDOCK ROAD

Members were asked to consider the principle of maintaining the footpath and adjacent grassed areas running along the rear of Mill View development.  Also to consider future possible maintenance of grassed areas and play equipment within Mill View development once adopted.

Recommended that the Council accepts the principle of maintaining the verges of the footpath and side of the ditch to the rear of the Mill View development.


It was further:


Resolved that Mr Golder and Mr Summerfield provide quotations for what they would consider to be reasonable maintenance of that area.  Also the Planners at Central Beds are to be asked if they are happy that all the requirements have been met by the developers for this site.


With regard to the grassed areas and play equipment in the Mill View development it was:


Resolved that Mr Golder and Mr Summerfield provide quotations for the maintenance of the grassed areas and play equipment.  This is to be included in the Handyman and Groundsman contracts when they are due for renewal.  Planning at Central Beds is to be asked when they expect the Mill View development to be adopted.

5989.
TREE WORKS AND TIDYING UP WORKS – MALTHOUSE LANE ADJACENT TO RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD

Members were asked to consider tidying up the area Malthouse Lane adjacent to the Riverside Playing Field and also lifting crowns on trees in that area.  Members also considered the willow trees at the rear of the playing field adjacent to the river.




Resolved that quotations are sought for the following work:

· Lifting the crowns of all trees on the outside of the fence for easier maintenance and good visibility, also a couple just on the inside of the fence in the same area.

· Reduce the height of the hedge to the height of the old chain link fence.

· Remove brambles, elder, etc from the group of trees further in to the playing field, but in the same area.

· If Mr Golder feels they need doing (in next financial year) - Pollarding and trimming of willow trees at rear of the playing field adjacent to the river.
5990.
TO ADVISE ON LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN

Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.

Resolved that the following litter hotspots are reported to Central Beds:

· Footpath from the Pig & Whistle pub car park to the High Street
· Remind Central Beds to reinstate the missing litter bin at the High Street end of the above footpath.

5991.
TO ADVISE ON FAULTY LIGHTING AROUND THE TOWN AND RELATED ISSUES

There were no faulty street lights identified at this time.

5992.
GENERAL WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT AS ADVISED BY MEMBERS



Resolved that the following works be carried out:




C.B.C. Highways
· Rubbish has been dumped again on the grass area in Oliver’s Lane.




Others
· Remind resident in Oliver’s Lane with the fencing which is badly leaning over the grassed area that if it fully collapses our contractor may have to remove it.

5993.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.25pm

CHAIRMAN
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