

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH JANUARY 2012 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey






B Collier


A Cooper






B Dack



Mrs J Hyde






B Saunders

Also present:



The Clerk

6499.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Hayes and Stoter.

6500.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interest.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6501.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

6502.
CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Minute 6488-14/12/11 – The cantilever basket swing and cone climber will be installed at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground during week beginning 16th January.

Minute 6489-14/12/11 – A meeting between Paul Redwood of Teasel, our lighting contractor and the Chairman of this Committee will take place on 17th January to discuss siting of a lighting column near the Mill Nature Reserve car park.  Mr Summerfield will include twice yearly weed spray of Kingfisher Way to his spray route, at an additional ½ hourly rate per spray.

Minute 6490-14/12/11 – Councillor Mrs Hyde has agreed to be the Council’s nominated Rights of Way Warden, and is co-ordinating the set-up of the Warden Group.  A meeting with Andrew Gwillam of Central Beds Council will then be held to start work on tasks identified at the last meeting.

Minute 6491-14/12/11 – Steve Dear Trees will carry out tree work on The Green on 6th February.

Minute 6492-14/12/11 – Highways Technician Emma Keynes has not yet responded to our query over the unfinished section of footway surfacing on The Avenue.


Correspondence – a copy of the January 2012 edition of The Trees is available for any Member who wishes to read it.

6503.
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE PRIORITISED WORKS PROGRAMME 2012 – 2016


Report on Town Council Highways Road Show


Councillors Mrs Bundock and Saunders attended the Central Beds Highways Road Show on Monday 9th January regarding the Prioritised Works Programme and went through items they highlighted to the Highways representative present:
· U173 Ford Bridge - bridge strengthening works – no year shown in programme for work, and no update available.

· C174 Old Baldock Road/Norton Road Junction – road resurfacing – felt that this shouldn’t be done in Year 2, as its condition requires it to be done sooner.

· C169 Arlesey Road (from School to Hitchin Road) – road resurfacing – the area close to the cross-roads are particularly bad, Year 4 is too far away for this work, suggest doing repair work required close to the cross-roads sooner.
· The Crofts – road resurfacing – this road isn’t in a bad condition, however the footway on one side is very poor.

· Silverbirch Avenue – road resurfacing – Work is scheduled for Year 4, however it is in a very poor condition, which we identified at least 2 years ago.

· Walking/cycling route schemes – there are various schemes identified in this programme, however we would like to see full plans and details.

· Queen Street Pedestrian Crossing – we haven’t seen any plans for this work, and are still waiting for the roundabout, raised table and improved footways work to be started.

· Traffic Calming High Street & Town Centre Enhancements – we haven’t seen any plans for this work which is scheduled to start in Year 1, and request more details.

· Arlesey High Street Traffic Signal Junction – this is not in Stotfold!

· C171 Astwick Road Fen End & C171 Astwick Road/Regent Street - road resurfacing – it makes financial sense to undertake this work in the same year rather than two years apart as per the programme 

· Pix Road (road resurfacing) & Roe Close (footways re-tread) – although two different types of work, this should be done at the same time.

Our new Highways Area Steward, Chris Clark, advises that he is trying to get the remaining half of surfacing work for The Avenue put on next year’s programme.


A copy of Councillor Mrs Bundock’s updated Road Survey was passed to the Highways representative at the Road Show.


It seems that Highways are planning works based on the age of work previously done, rather than on its condition.


Respond to Highways on our views on the Prioritised Works Programme

Resolved that the above points are again forwarded to Highways, together with the following:

· Question what they intend to do regarding the A507 New Junction Arlesey – a roundabout is felt better and safer than a junction.

· Add re-tread of footways in Silverbirch Avenue for no later than Year 2, as they are in very poor condition and have a thin skin of tarmac.  The worst section is the main route from Astwick Road.

· Any outstanding points not covered in these minutes are to be taken from Councillor Mrs Bundock’s updated Road Survey.
6504.
DOG WASTE BINS

Following the request from Teasel for installation of dog waste bins at three entrances to Millennium Green, Central Beds Council have advised that they would now charge for the provision of the bins, but that there are already two general waste bins close to the sites previously suggested which can be used for both general rubbish and dog waste.  They have provided appropriate stickers to be affixed to the bins indicating this.


Discussions took place regarding the location of existing bins, and the suggested locations from Teasel.  Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest at this point as one of the suggested locations was close to the converted Chapel on Rook Tree Lane and she owns the property.


Resolved that Councillors Cooper and Mrs Cooper undertake a waste bin survey – general rubbish and dog waste – for Stotfold, and bring the information to the next meeting to consider whether there is a need to purchase more bins for the Millennium Green area.

6505.
LITTER HOTSPOTS
Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· The Avenue – a number of plastic crates have been dumped behind the telephone box.
· Mill Lane – there is a large amount of litter in the Arc Progress car park (owned by Central Beds Council).

· Hitchin Road roundabout to Arlesey Road roundabout (A507) – there are lots of plastic bags caught in the bushes alongside the road.

· Baldock Road – after the bridge on the right hand side – large amount of litter, garden waste, etc, that has built up over time.  Some has been removed in the past but a mound remains that needs scraping away to deter people from using it as a dumping ground.

6506.
FAULTY LIGHTING
Resolved that the following is reported to Highways:

· Column no. 1 – Chequers Close is not working.

Resolved that the following is reported to our lighting contractor:

· Column no. S4 – south side of The Green is not working.
6507.
GENERAL WORK



Resolved that the following work is reported to Highways:

· Regent Street – hole in footway where a bin was once sited and is now a trip hazard, close to the bus stop near the One Stop Shop.

· Hitchin Road between A507 roundabout and the Pig Testing Station – there is a large pothole on the left hand side going towards Letchworth.

· Baldock Road/Norton Road roundabout – heading into Stotfold, there is a dip on the left hand side where large puddles now form, and there is concern that the recent tarmac infill will deteriorate should a heavy frost form on the puddle.

· The Crofts – the street name sign is loose in the ground.

· Rook Tree Lane junction with Queen Street – street name sign plate needs re-attaching to board.

· Mill Lane – there is a street name sign on one side of the road only.

· The Avenue – there is a street name sign on one side of the road only at the junction with Church Road.

· The Avenue – road hole opposite nos. 30 & 32.
Resolved that the following work is reported to Mr Summerfield:

· Large amount of fallen twigs on The Green need removing following recent high winds.

Resolved that the office:

· Write to the occupier of the last bungalow on the left before the bridge on Baldock Road respectfully requesting that they cut the branch that is overhanging the Kingfisher Way to the rear of their property as it is a health and safety hazard.

· Advise BT that one of their manhole covers is loose in the footway of Mill Lane, adjacent to Arc Progress and could be a trip hazard.

6508.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Members were advised that the re-scheduled works for Taylors Road bridge will now take place on 6th February.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.27pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED
12/01/12


