MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2010 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey






A Cooper


Mrs J Hyde






B Saunders

Also present:



The Clerk

6209.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Collier, Hayes, Mrs Lewin and Stoter.

6210.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6211.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

MATTERS ARISING

6212.
Bus shelters – funding (see minute 6183-08/09/10)

Adshel and JC Moreaux are not interested in providing bus shelters in Stotfold as the shelters provide advertising revenue to them and they don’t feel they would benefit in this case.

6213.
Stotfold Junior Football Club (see minute 6186-08/09/10)

Landowners have been approached to ask if they would allow the Junior Football Club to use their land.  No success and the Club have been advised accordingly.  It was agreed that they would be provided with the contact details of the owner of land adjacent to Wilbury Hills Cemetery, and also a letter will be sent to the Governors of Roecroft School asking to use their playing fields, as no reply was received following a telephone call.

6214.
Goal post for The Green (see minute 6187-09/09/10)

The goal post has now been installed.
6215.
Review of Rolling Plan, points in Town Plan and future projects and development (see minute 6206-13/10/10)

An article has been placed in the Stotfold News seeking views of parents and children on the current play equipment in Stotfold, and their suggestions on types of equipment they would like to see.  The Chairman is looking to attend local schools to speak to children about their wishes.


CORRESPONDENCE

6216.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk

-
Allotment & Leisure Gardener, Issue No. 4 – 2010


-
Open Space – Autumn 2010 Volume 29 No 9

6217.
CLARIFICATION OF WORDING RE FORD BRIDGE AND ANY ROAD CLOSURES

Members were asked to clarify the agreed wording for Committee minute 6193 regarding Ford Bridge and any road closures, following referral back by October Council.




Recommended that the following wording replaces decision of minute 6193:

· A letter is sent to Basil Jackson at Central Bedfordshire Council to request that Malthouse Lane is closed either side of Ford Bridge – at Centenary Wood and at the Riverside Car Park points.

· He is also to be asked to put in place a Stopping Up Order for the Wrayfields to A1M route.  Some satellite navigation systems are forcing unsuitable traffic to use this route and subsequently crossing Ford Bridge.
6218.
EXECUTIVE ACTION – USE OF RECREATION AREAS FOR PARKING

Members were asked to approve executive action taken by the Clerk in authorising use and parking for the following:

· Hitchin Road Recreation Ground – Play Rangers for play sessions on Monday 25th October
· Millennium Green – parking during Stotfold Working Steam Weekend 9th and 10th October
· The Green – Football Club parking for their Fireworks Night on Friday 5th November

Resolved that the above executive action taken by the Clerk is approved.

6219.
EXECUTIVE ACTION – CLOSURE OF CONCRETE SIDE OF MUGA ON HEALTH AND SAFETY GROUNDS

Members were asked to approve executive action taken by the Clerk to close the concrete side of the MUGA on health and safety grounds.  The surface has become very worn and cracked and has caused users to slip and trip.


Resolved that the above executive action taken by the Clerk is approved, and that the section of MUGA remains closed until the leaf fall and bad weather has ceased.

 
Members requested quotes to replace the damaged surface to be obtained for the December meeting.
6220.
PURCHASE OF MOWING EQUIPMENT FOR TEASEL

Members were asked to consider providing £600 towards purchase of mowing equipment for use by Teasel in Centenary Wood, Millennium Green and any grassed path areas, and may also be applicable for other areas that the Town Council agree with Teasel for maintenance.


Resolved that £600 from the Centenary Wood/Teasel budget is forwarded to Teasel towards purchase of mowing equipment, for use as above.

6221.
STOTFOLD BOWLS CLUB – TREE WORK

The Bowls Club have asked for permission to carry out pruning work to a boundary tree between the steel palisade fencing and their equipment shed which may cause future damage to the fencing.

Resolved that the Bowls Club are permitted to carry out pruning work as requested.

6222.
TREE WORK AT RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD AND CHURCHYARD FOOTPATH

Members considered quotes from Steve Dear Trees for the following tree works:

· Riverside Playing Field – fell Elder, two Cherries and reduce hedge.  Raise crowns on Maple and fell Cherry.  Remove brambles and fell Elders in field - £330 plus vat

· Churchyard footpath to Rook Tree Lane – fell Blackthorn and treat stump - £55 plus vat.


Resolved that the above quotes for tree works, total of £385 plus vat, are accepted. 
6223.
DAMAGED PLAY EQUIPMENT – THE GREEN

Members considered a quote from Mr Rae Clark to remove, supply and fix two metal plate sections and a leg of the slide and climbing equipment at The Green, identified as having rusted, sharp and broken edges, and a potential hazard to users - £350.


Resolved that the above quote is accepted.

6224.
DAMAGE TO CONTRACTOR’S EQUIPMENT

Following damage to the contractor’s mowing equipment when cutting grass at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground, when bolts (possibly from goal posts) were left in the grass, Members considered asking hirers to clear away all debris or they will be charged for any damaged caused.

Resolved that recreation ground hirers are asked to ensure they clear away all debris following their hiring session, as any damaged caused to contractor’s equipment will be charged to them.  This clause is to be included in relevant hiring policy documents.

6225.
BIG TIDY UP

Members were asked to consider carrying out a Big Tidy Up event in summer 2011, and to purchase a supply of litter pickers at £2 each.


Resolved that the Clerk arranges a date for the 2011 Big Tidy up event, to be held on a Saturday during summer.  A supply of 20 litter pickers is to be obtained at £2 each.

6226.
SHED AND FRUIT BUSH REQUESTS AT ALLOTMENTS

Members were asked to consider authorising the Clerk to give permission, where appropriate, to tenants to erect sheds and plant fruit bushes at Common Road and Norton Road allotments, following our rules and policies.


Resolved that the Clerk is permitted to give permission to tenants, where appropriate, to plant fruit bushes and erect sheds at Common Road and Norton Road allotments, following our rules and policies.

6227.
COMPOST TOILET – NORTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS

Members considered whether they wish to provide a compost toilet at the Norton Road allotments, as noted in the Rolling Plan, and discussed the Clerk’s report on factors to consider.  The Clerk already has some information on the types and costs of facilities available.

Resolved that the Norton Road allotment tenants are consulted on whether they wish to have a toilet on site, and also if they would be willing to have an increase in their tenancy fees to cover running costs.  The Clerk is to establish whether funding is available to provide the toilet facility, and how much we would be likely to obtain.

6228.
LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN



Resolved that the following is reported to Aragon Housing:

· There is a large amount of litter within the Hallworth House boundary.

6229.
FAULTY LIGHTING




Resolved that the following is reported to Highways:
· Request a night time scout at the Hitchin Road roundabout area – we have been chasing for two years to get the lights switched on and labelled.




Resolved that the following is reported to Terry Seymour:

· Column in footpath from High Street to The Crofts turns on and off as you walk past it – loose underground connection?
· The backfill from the recently relocated column on Hitchin Road near the Two Brewers pub has sunk and needs reinstating as it is a trip hazard.

6230.
GENERAL WORK

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:




Central Beds Council
· Meadow Way and Regent Street junction – road hole

· Kingsway – numerous potholes which are getting deeper and larger

· Write to Mr Basil Jackson as an urgent matter to advise that work on the new rail bridge in Hitchin could exacerbate heavy traffic problems in Stotfold, especially in the Wrayfields area accessing the A1M.




Mr Summerfield
· Replace the missing wooden post on the verge outside the Roecroft Centre with a substantial post

· Chase on replacement/repair to the burnt bench on Millennium Green

· Metal bench near BMX track at Riverside Playing Field needs re-fixing in to ground

· The handles on the two security doors of the tractor shed and changing rooms at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground have been broken off and are missing, although the doors are still useable, the holes need capping off


With regard to reports that Hitchin Road and Brook Street are becoming very congested with parked cars when the ground is being used for football matches, in order to help ease the problem it was:

Resolved that the Bowls Club is advised that it has been highlighted to us that there is a parking problem in Hitchin Road and Brook Street when football matches are taking place.  Would they be amenable to us suggesting to users that they ask the Bowls Club for permission to park in their car park?  The Chairman will put this to the Club when she attends their next meeting, or a letter is to be sent if not.

6231.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.38pm

CHAIRMAN
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