MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10TH MARCH 2010 AT 7.35PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey






B Collier


A Cooper






S Hayes


Mrs J Hyde






Mrs L Lewin


B Saunders

Also present:



Councillor M Smith and the Clerk

6050.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Stoter.

6051.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Lewin declared an interest in the item relating to the Norton Road allotments, and Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in the item relating to the Common Road allotments.

6052.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

6053.
Hard surfacing or installation of bollards on grass verge between 89 and 99 Hitchin Road (see minute 5898-11/11/09)

Following a request for the installation of bollards on the grass verge between numbers 89 and 99 Hitchin Road, Highways advise that they have noted the site and will be reviewing a suitable way of tidying the area up.  They also advise that following the recent significant period of cold weather, resulting in a larger amount of potholes which have taken priority, the resulting costs mean that they now only have a limited budget available for the remaining part of this year for use on emergency works.  They will revisit the issue in April and will advise this Committee on what remedial measures they decide on. 
6054.
Hitchin Road shared cycle/footway (see minute 6031-10/02/10)

As reported at the March Council meeting, Central Beds Councillor John Street advises that the cycle paths for Hitchin Road and the High Street are dependent on homes occupied at the Land South of Stotfold development.  To enable the S106 money to become available for this purpose there needs to be 325 homes occupied on this land, and at the present time there are 100 completions.  The Clerk has asked for clarification on exactly what the S106 money will provide.  Members expressed concern regarding the lack of a plan of the cycle route, and the Clerk will ask Highways for a copy of the plan showing exact route of the cycle track from the Co-op area along High Street, across the four-way traffic lights to the Vaughan Road area where it will meet with Pendleton Way cycle track, and from the A507 Hitchin Road roundabout to the four-way traffic lights.  A request was made for the matter of the recently renegotiated Section 106 Agreement for the Land South of Stotfold to be put on the next Council agenda.
6055.
Streetlight for Mowbray Crescent (see minute 6034-10/02/10)

The Highways Design Engineer has been unable to contact the resident who originally requested the lighting column, and who is also the owner of the wall at the head of the Crescent which would need cabling run under it.  A letter has been sent to the resident to urge them to contact either this Council or the Highways Engineers to discuss the matter.  A letter has been sent to other residents in the immediate locality to advise them that we are seeking to improve the lighting there, and no responses have been received to date.  Highways have now asked for confirmation from the owner opposite, at the head of the Crescent, for his approval to carry out work under the wall.
6056.
Break in at Hitchin Road Recreation Ground Changing Room (see minute 6037-10/02/10)

The current changing room key holders have been asked to ensure they keep their keys safe at all times following the recent break in, and advised that it is currently out of use.  Mid Beds Locksmiths have visited the site and advise that the outer door has been damaged over previous years and that a secure lock would not hold.  They have suggested installing a more secure door to prevent further vandalism damage and perhaps break in damage.  A separate agenda item will deal with the matter of a possible new door. 
6057.
Request for erection of street lighting between the Mill and the Mill Nature Reserve (see minute 6038-10/02/10)

The Chairman has not yet met with a representative of the Mill Trustees and a Highways Lighting Officer to find out where lighting in this area would be desirable.  Highways are unable to meet until April.
6058.
Consider possible works required on part of Kingfisher Way to rear of Mill View development (see minute 6040-10/02/10)

Andrew Gwillam, Rights of Way Officer, has been asked to visit the site and to advise on what works would be required to get it to a good standard, and to seek some quotes from his approved contractors list for the work, to be submitted to the Committee.  A date is still to be confirmed.

6059.
Siting and erection of additional street lamps at The Green (see minute 6041-10/02/10)

Highways Lighting will be asked to meet the Chairman on site to consider possible siting of three lighting columns, and to provide a quotation to the Committee.  Highways are unable to meet until April.
6060.
Review of rolling plan (see minute 6045-10/02/10)

Central Beds have been asked to ensure that this Committee is consulted on future Section 106 funding allocation as the Committee could suggest some possible uses.


CORRESPONDENCE
6061.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk

-
Open Space – Spring 2010

6062.
Play Rangers Easter Holidays

A request has been received from the Central Beds Play Rangers to hold this year’s Easter session at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground, rather than The Green, on Monday 12th April from 9.30am until 11.00am.  They would require vehicular access via the front gates which Mr Summerfield could open.


Resolved that the Play Rangers are permitted to use the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground on 12th April for their Easter session, and Mr Summerfield is to open and lock the gates accordingly.
6063.
REQUEST TO USE MILLENNIUM GREEN FOR PARKING

A request has been received to use the Millennium Green for parking for the annual Stotfold Mill Steam Fair and Country Show being held on Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th May.  Car parking will be free of charge and will be marshalled.  They also request the use of the temporary bridge to provide pedestrian access from the car park area to Bury Meadow where the event is taking place.  A full risk assessment will be carried out prior to the event.


Resolved that the Stotfold Mill Steam Fair and Country Show are permitted to use Millennium Green for parking, and also to erect the temporary bridge for pedestrian access.

6064.
QUOTATOIN TO TRIM WILLOWS AT RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD

Mr Golder has provided a quotation to lift the Willow branches by approximately 3m, at a cost of £130 plus vat.




Resolved that Mr Golder’s quote of £130 plus vat is accepted.

6065.
CONSIDER AND ADOPT THE RECREATION GROUNDS ACCESS AUDIT 2010

An access audit has been produced by Councillor Mrs Bundock for all the relevant land for this Committee, and Members were asked to adopt the document.


A Member suggested doing the access audit on a wider basis to include disabled access around the town, and in particular referred to the Kingfisher Way and the access into Centenary Wood and that the kissing gates for both prevented him from accessing the areas with his mobility scooter.  It was pointed out that the kissing gate for Centenary Wood does meet the DDA (Disability Discrimination Act) requirements.  The Member was invited to bring to the Committee’s attention any suggested areas of the town which may require improvements for disabled access, and the Committee will then consider them.

Resolved that the Access Audit for the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee is adopted, with the following amendment:  Allotments – regarding the wide pathway, remove ‘covered in hardcore’.

6066.
 HIGHWAYS – TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL SATISFACTION SURVEY 2010

Councillor Mrs Bundock, Town Council Highways Representative has received the Annual Highway Maintenance Survey, and the Committee completed the document together.


Resolved that the Annual Highway Maintenance Survey is forwarded to Central Beds Highways.


Councillor Smith left the meeting during this item.

6067.
REQUEST FOR ERECTION OF SHED AND GREENHOUSE ON ALLOTMENT

Members were asked to consider a request from the tenant of allotment plot 11a to erect a shed and greenhouse on the plot.  The size of each is approximately 8ft x 10ft.


Resolved that the tenant of plot 11a is permitted to erect a shed and greenhouse of the above quoted sizes on their plot.

6068.
HITCHIN ROAD RECREATION GROUND – NEW OUTER DOOR FOR CHANGING ROOM

Members were asked to consider purchasing either a new steel security door or a solid wooden steel sheet clad door for the outer door of the changing room building, and were provided with specification and quotations.

Price for the supply and installation of the steel door set, with security barrel and 10 keys is £1080 plus vat (steel door set – Design & Supply Ltd, installation – New Year Carpentry, security barrel and keys – Mid Beds Locksmiths).


Price for supply and installation of solid wooden door clad in steel sheet with security barrel and 10 keys is £967 plus vat (solid door and steel sheeting – Mid Beds Locksmiths, installation – New Year Carpentry or Mid Beds Locksmiths, security barrel and keys – Mid Beds Locksmiths).


Members felt that as the steel door set previously purchased for the tractor shed side door has been successful, and there were concerns over whether a wooden door would result in the same situation further down the line, it was:

Resolved that a steel door set is purchased from Design & Supply Ltd (£644 plus vat), installed by New Year Carpentry (£300), with security barrel and 10 keys from Mid Beds Locksmiths (£136 plus vat) – total £1080 from Open Spaces Maintenance and Repairs budget.
6069.
DRAINAGE OF RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD CAR PARK, APPROVE EXECUTIVE ACTION TAKEN BY THE CLERK, AND CONSIDER ANY FURTHER ACTION

Draincall have visited the car park and cleared out substantial amounts of silt from the whole length of drainage pipe.  A large percentage of the pipework has collapsed which has not helped with drainage.  This Committee previously approved spending £200 on establishing the cause of the blocked drain, and Members were asked to approve the executive action taken by the Clerk in spending a further £165 on having the silt cleared from the length of the drain and pressure washed, which was cheaper than a second call-out to carry out the work.  They anticipate that the flush through they carried out will keep the drain clear for a short while, but Members were asked to consider replacing the pipework completely.


Resolved that the executive action taken by the Clerk in spending a further £165 to that previously approved on getting the drainage pipework in the Riverside Playing Field car park cleared out be approved.


A discussion ensued over how best to drain the car park, and it was pointed out that we are not permitted drain direct into the river due to the possibility of fuel contamination.


Resolved that a land drainage expert is asked for advice on the best course of action.

 6070.
WORKS AND PURCHASES FOR CENTENARY WOOD

Teasel wish to purchase 10 Field Maples (6ft), 24 Hawthorn for hedging, 10 tree guards, 10 tree stakes, to replace trees within the wood which were damaged by animals and vandalism, and hedging to perimeter as previously agreed.  Total cost £294 plus vat.  They also wish to place 2 Oak backless benches close to the river within the wood, at a cost of £230, and native bluebells and primroses at no more than £50.  This will use the remaining monies available for the Centenary Wood budget for this financial year.  For information, the sign for the wood is on order and Teasel have had discussions regarding history, details of trees, Council logo and contact number, etc, will be included in the content.

Resolved that the above items requested by Teasel are purchased at a total of £573, from the Centenary Wood budget.

6071.
DITCH AND ACCESS TO CENTENARY WOOD

Teasel has advised that the farmer of the field adjacent to Centenary Wood has previously removed the drainage pipe at the entrance of the wood, which was then put back in by Teasel.  The farmer’s field recently flooded and to alleviate the problem he removed the pipe and has dug out the ditch along the front of Centenary Wood up to Ford Bridge.  Teasel have asked us to consider how best to reinstate the access into the Wood as there is currently a large ditch to cross – either by way of a new bridge or replacing the pipe and ensuring the drainage ditch runs adequately away from the field towards the river.  Also, following the recent Council meeting, it was noted that the kissing gate at the entrance to the wood is not disabled friendly.  Members were asked to consider any action to be taken.


It was reported that the farmer has advised he will complete the ditch works to help the water flow and will reinstate the pipe and soil surrounding it for access.  Discussions took place over whether to put in a pre-stressed concrete slab bridge, and it was:


Resolved that a site meeting is held with the farmer and Committee representatives to discuss the long term strategy for the ditch and suitable access across to the wood.  Teasel are to be advised of this action.
6072.
SITES FOR NEW ALLOTMENTS

Members were asked to consider potential sites in the town for new allotments and to approach appropriate landowners, as there may be a delay in the management of the Common Road allotments, and our waiting list continues to grow.


Recommended that the landowner of the field opposite the current Norton Road allotments, bounded by the A507 and Norton Road towards Letchworth is approached with a view to acquiring it for further allotments, as it is already served by a roadway and the water supply from the current allotments can extended to this area.
6073.
QUOTES FOR ENLARGED SKATE PARK

Members were asked to consider quotations received for an enlarged skate park at the Riverside Playing Field, based on equipment requested by young residents of the town.  Two companies have provided layout suggestions which were displayed for Members, and one company doesn’t provide layout diagrams.  Specification and quotations were provided for Members:

Century Street & Leisure Ltd – supply and installation of equipment and external quote for extending tarmac area £23,100


Rampmental – supply and installation of equipment and extending tarmac area £25,000


Wicksteed Playscapes – supply and installation of equipment and external quote for extending tarmac area £23,177


Resolved that the quotation from Century Street & Leisure Ltd is provisionally accepted, subject to funding being obtainable either by way of grants or precepting in the next financial year.  The Clerk is to seek relevant funding for the project and report back to the Committee before placing an order.  The young residents originally requesting the equipment are to be kept informed of the progress.

6074.
CONSIDER TENDERS FOR STREET LIGHTING MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 2010 -2013

Members were previously provided with details of two tenders received for the three year street lighting maintenance contract as a result of advertising in the local newspaper:


Terry Seymour Electrical Installation - £1,440 plus vat per annum, or £40 plus vat call out per column call out.

Amey - £5,188.70 plus vat (can only provide an annual quote and cannot commit to a three year contract).


Resolved that the quotation from Terry Seymour Electrical Installation of £1,400 (plus vat) per annum is accepted, for the period 1st April 2010 until 31st March 2013.  A quotation is to be provided to the Committee for any additional works not included in the general maintenance, prior to carrying out the work.
6075.
TO ADVISE ON LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN

Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by Council Bedfordshire Council’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.




Resolved that the following is reported to Central Beds Council:

· Litter on Pendleton Way cycle track.

· Fly tipping on the A507 Stotfold bypass, half way between the Hitchin Road roundabout and the Arlesey Road roundabout, on both sides of the road.  There are substantial amounts of rubbish, including gas canisters which require urgent removal.

· Fly tipping on Baldock Road at the stub end – tree trimmings.

· Bridleway running from Hitchin Road alongside Shawmer Farm leading to the Etonbury woodland has large amounts of rubbish, including dog waste in plastic bags.
· The Clerk obtains details and packs for the Big Tidy Up scheme organised by the Campaign to Protect Rural England, and organises a day/dates for a Stotfold event, similar to last year.

6076.
TO ADVISE ON FAULTY STREET LIGHTING AROUND THE TOWN AND RELATED ISSUES



Resolved that the following is reported to Highways:

· Lamp no. 5 in The Crofts is not working (CBC lamp)

· Lamp on footpath from The Crofts through to High Street (STC lamp), no number, nearest to S2.

· Two lamps on corner of Groveland Way and The Coppens have intermittent faults – this has been reported on several occasions before.

· Lamp outside 8 Hitchin Road (not numbered) is not working.

6077.
GENERAL WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT AS ADVISED BY MEMBERS AT THIS MEETING

Resolved that the following notifications be made and works be carried out:


Highways
· Murrell Lane – series of road holes at junction with Queen Anne Close and leading to cul-de-sac.
· Norton Road – category 1 road hole on drain at No. 6.

· Norton Road – house at number 3 needs wider dropped kerb.  Has completely destroyed verge.

· Baldock Road – blocked drain and road holes around it at No. 14a.

· Church Road – road hole at No. 17.

· The Avenue – road hole at junction with Church Street.

· The Avenue – road hole at Nos. 36, 48, and category 1 defect at No. 52.

· The Avenue – dropped kerbs at Nos. 47 and 49 not properly surfaced.

· The Avenue – footway on right leading from junction with Church Road now very uneven.

· The Avenue – dropped kerb needed at No. 33.

· Queen Street – multiple road holes, some category 1 defects again at junction with Mill Lane and Rook Tree Lane.

· Footpath leading from Church Road into churchyard – 2 category 1 defects.

· As Highways Engineers have recently been spotted surveying Ford Bridge and the area around it, remind them that we want Ford Bridge left as it is.  Rather than strengthening it, if it won’t take the weight of heavy vehicles, prevent access by restricting weight.  Our Town Plan says that residents wish Highways to leave the bridge as it is, and this Council has previously requested the same, and also asked for the area to be designated as a Quiet Lane.  Point out that there are bats nesting under the bridge.




Mr Summerfield
· Strim the undergrowth in front of the Norton Road ‘welcome to Stotfold’ sign and then weed kill.

· Weed kill along the footpath between the churchyard and Rook Tree Lane.

· To clear mud and weeds from Church Road footway at kerb edge close to junction with The Crofts – chase on this.

6078.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.22pm

CHAIRMAN




DATED
