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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

A meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be held in the Council Chambers at the Simpson Centre on Wednesday 10th March 2010 commencing at 7.15pm
A G E N D A
1.
Apologies.

2.
Disclosures of Members interests on matters contained in this agenda.  Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3.
Public participation – questions, comments and responses.

4.
Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only).
5.
Clerk’s Report and Correspondence.

6.
Request to use Millennium Green for parking

A request has been received from to use the Millennium Green for parking for the annual Stotfold Mill Steam Fair and Country Show being held on Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th May.  Car parking will be free of charge and will be marshalled. They also request the use of the temporary bridge to provide pedestrian access from the car parking area to Bury Meadow where the event is taking place.  A full risk assessment will be carried out prior to the event.

7.

Quotation to trim Willows at Riverside Playing Field

Mr Golder has provided a quotation to lift the Willow branches by approximately 3m, at a cost of £130 plus vat.

8.
Consider and adopt the Recreation Grounds Access Audit 2010

An access audit has been carried out of all the relevant land for this Committee, and Members are asked to adopt the document.

9.
Highways - Town & Parish Council Annual Satisfaction Survey 2010 

To receive a report from Councillor Mrs Bundock, Town Council Highways Representative, on the completion of the Annual Highway Maintenance Survey.

10.
Request for erection of shed and greenhouse on allotment

To consider a request from the tenant of allotment plot 11a to erect a shed and green house on the plot.  The size of each is approximately 8ft x 10ft.


Hitchin Road Recreation Ground – new outer door for changing room

To consider purchasing a new steel security door for the outer door of the changing room building.  Design and Supply Ltd provided the tractor shed side door at £463 plus vat, however steel prices have increased since the original quote.  The previous door was fitted at a cost of £165.  Members are asked to consider purchasing and installing a replacement outer door at approximately £750 plus vat.
11.
Drainage of Riverside Playing Field car park, approve executive action taken and consider any further action

Draincall have visited the car park and cleared out substantial amounts of silt from the whole length of drainage pipe.  A large percentage of the pipework has collapsed which has not helped with drainage.  This Committee has previously approved spending £200 on establishing the cause of the blocked drain, and Members are now asked to approve the executive action taken by the Clerk in spending a further £165 on having the silt cleared from the length of the drain and pressure washed, which was cheaper than a second call-out to carry out the work.  They anticipate that the flush through they carried out will keep the drain clear for a short while, but we will need to consider replacing the pipework completely.
12.
Works and purchases for Centenary Wood

Teasel wish to purchase 10 Field Maples (6ft), 24 Hawthorn for hedging, 10 tree guards, 10 tree stakes, to replace trees within the wood which were damaged by animals and vandalism, and hedging to perimeter as previously agreed.  Total cost £294 plus vat.  They also wish to place 2 Oak backless benches close to the river within the wood, at a cost of £230, and native bluebells and primroses at no more than £50.  This will use the remaining monies available for the Centenary Wood budget for this financial year.  For information, the sign for the wood is on order and Teasel have had discussions regarding history, details of trees, Council logo and contact number, etc, and will be included in the content.

13.
Ditch and access to Centenary Wood

Teasel has advised that the farmer of the field adjacent to Centenary Wood has previously removed the drainage pipe at the entrance of the Wood, which was then put back in by Teasel.  The farmer’s field recently flooded and to alleviate the problem he removed the pipe and has dug out the ditch along the front of Centenary Wood up to Ford Bridge.  Teasel have asked us consider how best to reinstate the access into the Wood as there is currently a large ditch to cross – either by way of a new bridge or replacing the pipe and ensuring the drainage ditch runs adequately away from the field towards the river.  Also, following the recent Council meeting, it was noted that the kissing gate at the entrance to the Wood is not disabled friendly, and Members are asked to consider any action to be taken.
14.
Sites for new allotments

To consider potential sites in the town for new allotments and to approach appropriate landowners, as there may be a delay in the management of the Common Road allotments, and our waiting list continues to grow.

15.
Quotes for enlarged skate park

To consider quotations received for an enlarged skate park at the Riverside Playing Field (please see attached report – layout diagrams will be on display at the meeting).

16.
To consider tenders received for the Streetlight Maintenance Contract 2010 - 2013

Two tenders have been received, and are as per Clerk’s Report.

17.
To advise on litter hotspots around the town

Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.

18.
To advise on faulty lighting around the town and related issues.

19.
General work to be carried out as advised by Members at this meeting.
20.
Any items for information purposes only.

Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk

5th February 2010
To: 
All Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee- Cllr Mrs Cooper (Chairman), Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey, B Collier, A Cooper, S Hayes, Mrs Hyde, Mrs Lewin, B Saunders & L Stoter.  Other Councillors for information only
CLERK’S REPORT
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee
10th February 2010
MATTERS ARISING
Hard surfacing or installation of bollards on grass verge between 89 and 99 Hitchin Road (see minute 5898-11/11/09)
Following a request for the installation of bollards on the grass verge between numbers 89 and 99 Hitchin Road, Highways advise that they have noted the site and will be reviewing a suitable way of tidying the area up.  They also advise that following the recent significant period of cold weather, resulting in a larger amount of potholes which have taken priority, the resulting costs mean that they now only have a limited budget available for the remaining part of this year for use on emergency works.  They will revisit the issue in April and will advise this Committee on what remedial measures they decide on. 
Hitchin Road shared cycle/footway (see minute 6031-10/02/10)
As reported at the March Council meeting, Central Beds Councillor John Street advises that the cyclepaths for Hitchin Road and the High Street are dependent on homes occupied at the Land South of Stotfold development.  To enable the S106 money to become available for this purpose there needs to be 325 homes occupied on this land, and at the present time there are 100 completions.  The Clerk has asked for clarification on exactly what the S106 money will provide.  

Streetlight for Mowbray Crescent (see minute 6034-10/02/10)
The Highways Design Engineer has been unable to contact the resident who originally requested the lighting column, and who is also the owner of the wall at the head of the Crescent which would need cabling run under it.  A letter has been sent to the resident to urge them to contact either this Council or the Highways Engineers to discuss the matter.  A letter has been sent to other residents in the immediate locality to advise them that we are seeking to improve the lighting there, and no responses have been received to date.

Break in at Hitchin Road Recreation Ground Changing Room (see minute 6037-10/02/10)
The current changing room key holders have been asked to ensure they keep their keys safe at all times following the recent break in, and advised that it is currently out of use.  Mid Beds Locksmiths have visited the site and advise that the outer door has been damaged over previous years and that a secure lock would not hold.  They have suggested installing a more secure door to prevent further vandalism damage and perhaps break in damage.  A separate agenda item will deal with the matter of a possible new door.
Request for erection of street lighting between the Mill and the Mill Nature Reserve (see minute 6038-10/02/10)
The Chairman has not yet met with a representative of the Mill Trustees and a Highways Lighting Officer to find out where lighting in this area would be desirable.
Consider possible works required on part of Kingfisher Way to rear of Mill View development (see minute 6040-10/02/10)
Andrew Gwillam, Rights of Way Officer, has been asked to visit the site and to advise on what works would be required to get it to a good standard, and to seek some quotes from his approved contractors list for the work, to be submitted to the Committee.  A date is still to be confirmed.
Siting and erection of additional street lamps at The Green (see minute 6041-10/02/10)
Highways Lighting will be asked to meet the Chairman on site to consider possible siting of three lighting columns, and to provide a quotation to the Committee.

Review of rolling plan (see minute 6045-10/02/10)
Central Beds have been asked to ensure that this Committee is consulted on future Section 106 funding allocation as the Committee could suggest some possible uses.

CORRESPONDENCE
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk
-
Open Space – Spring 2010
AGENDA ITEM 16
The Council’s records show a total of 178 lighting columns. 
Amey

Can only provide annual maintenance quotation, and advise that they do not carry out night scouting.
£5,188.70 plus vat for the year (based on price per unit charge of £29.15 plus vat), which includes:

Minor repairs – visits and parts for items such as replacement of lamps, ballasts, photocells, ignitors, capacitors, fuses and re-setting of clocks where possible.

Does not include:

All other repairs – visits and parts due to vandalism, accidental damage, upgrades or major parts such as new lanterns, outer bowls, re-wires, new columns or painting.  They will submit quotations for approval prior to any such repair being undertaken.  For emergency call-outs they are unable to offer a quotation prior to the work being undertaken due to the timescales involved.  Costs also do not include possible requirements for Traffic Management on traffic sensitive roads, and a quote would be provided if required.

Faults will be attended, where possible, within 10 working days of being reported.

Terry Seymour Electrical Installations

Has provided a three year contract quotation.

£1,440 per year (payable quarterly), which includes:

General maintenance – replacing burnt out lamps, faulty photo electric cells or burnt out control gear to Parish columns, and carry out fortnightly scouting exercises.

Does not include:

Additional works such as installing new lanterns, replacing burnt out lanterns or carrying out remedial works due to vandalism or road traffic damage, and would be charged accordingly.

Alternatively, price per unit charge of £40 plus vat call out as required, which includes:

The same works as described above, as and when the columns require attention.

Should they be awarded the contract they will undertake to number the Parish columns which are at present not easily identifiable at no cost to the Council. 
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