MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD MARCH 2011 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

A Cooper (Chairman)






B Collier


Mrs M Cooper






S Hayes


Mrs J Hyde






Mrs C Turner

Also present:



Councillors Mrs Bundock, Saunders and the Clerk

6202.
APOLOGIES

The Chairman advised for the benefit of those who were not aware, that Councillor Smith had sadly passed away this week.


Apologies for absence have been received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Lewin and Mrs Wilding.

6203.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Turner declared an interest in planning application CB/11/00802/FULL - 18 Marschefield – single storey front extension.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.
6204.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING 

6205.
Councillor training – Planning Workshops (see minute 6195-09/03/11)

Councillor Mrs Cooper attended the following workshops, hosted by Central Beds Council: Planning Obligations, S106 and the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL); Planning Enforcement; and Neighbourhood Plans, and gave the following report:

· Trevor Saunders started the training session by talking about the planning system in general.  He detailed new homes and employment for Bedfordshire up to 2026, and that the north area of Bedfordshire will have 11,000 new homes and 11,000 new employment opportunities.

· Workshop – Planning obligations, S106 and the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).

The CIL is a new way of charging developers by way of a fixed tariff, and will run alongside the existing Section 106 scheme.  Extensions over 100sqm on dwellings will also incur a levy.  It will be used as a top up funding mechanism, funding put into it has to be relevant to the development, but not necessarily to the local area.  The CIL will be in place by 2014.

· Planning enforcement


A booklet obtained at the training session has been filed in the office, and contains details on the stages involved in planning enforcement.

· Neighbourhood Plans


This is part of the Localism Bill currently going through Parliament.  Local Councils will be expected to have a Neighbourhood Plan, which could cost anywhere from £17,000 to £200,000 to produce.  The Neighbourhood Plans will be more technical than the existing Town Plans, and Central Beds Council will assist with enabling actions.

6206.
Land South of Stotfold – Parcel 3 – CB/10/04593/RM

The Planning Officer has been advised that we will remove our objection to the above application, on the basis discussed at the last meeting, and provided that we have assurances that there will be no parking permitted in front of the Parcel 3 properties which front Brook Street.


CORRESPONDENCE

6207.
Town & Country Planning Act 1990 – Appeal by Mr D McNeil


Site at 2 High Street, Stotfold, SG5 4LL

Members were provided with a copy of the Planning Inspector’s report and decision on the above appeal, and is available on file.


Appeal reasons:
Appeal made against the decision of Central Bedfordshire Council


Decision:

Appeal dismissed


Reasons:

Available on file

6208.
DECISION NOTICES

There were no decision notices to report.

6209.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Councillor Mrs Turner had previously declared an interest in application CB/11/00802/FULL - 18 Marschefield – single storey front extension, and did not take part in voting.


Members considered the planning applications before them and it was:


Resolved that the comments made on the planning applications as listed and forming part of these minutes be forwarded to Central Bedfordshire Council Planning Department.

6210.
ATTENDANCE AT CENTRAL BEDS DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT MEETING

Resolved that it is not necessary for a representative of this Committee to attend the Development Management Committee Meeting at Central Bedfordshire Council on behalf of the Town Council.

6211.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.47pm

CHAIRMAN
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