MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD JUNE 2010 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee members present:

A Cooper (Chairman)






B Collier


Mrs M Cooper






Mrs C Turner

Also present:



Councillors Mrs Bundock and Mrs Clarey, and the Clerk

6062.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Hayes (other engagement), Mrs Hyde (holiday), Mrs Lewin, Smith (illness) and Mrs Wilding.

6063.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

6064.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

6065.
Public participation (see minute 6053-09/05/10)

No response has been received to date from the developers of the Mill View estate regarding the fenced storage area.  They have been chased again.
6066.
Items for information (see minute 6055-09/06/10)

A letter addressed to the Chairman of the Committee has been received in response to the Clerk’s letter of apology for not calling in an application to Central Beds Development Management Committee.  The resident is not happy and has pointed out that they would like to have had the opportunity to speak at the Development Management Committee meeting.


Members agreed that this should now be the end of this regrettable matter, and that all efforts will be made in the future to ensure that this doesn’t happen again.

6067.
To consider a representative of the Planning Committee attending the Development Management meeting at Central Bedfordshire Council relating to any of the above quoted planning applications (see minute 6060-09/06/10)


Councillor Mrs Turner reminded Members, as mentioned at the last meeting, that if possible, a representative of this Committee should attend the Development Management Committee meeting at which a ‘call in’ application is being considered.


It was felt that by asking for an application to be called in, we have already made our comments, and this would ensure that the decision is made by a Committee and not one Officer.  All Members of the Development Management Committee receive copies of our comments on applications being called in.  It was also pointed out that Members of our Planning Committee to try to attend when an application has been called in, however many Members work during the daytime when the meetings are held.  It was confirmed that Planning Committee will make more of an effort to attend Development Management meetings when required.  Members of the public are also able to ask Central Beds Councillors to call in an application, and to speak at the Development Management meeting.


The Chairman felt that it would be useful to give a presentation at the Annual Town Meeting on how the planning system works, and how residents can be involved.
6068.
CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence to report.

6069.
DECISION NOTICES

There were no decision notices to report.

6070.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
 
Members considered the planning applications before them and it was:


Resolved that the comments made on the planning applications as listed and forming part of these minutes be forwarded to Central Bedfordshire Council Planning Department.

6071.
TO CONSIDER A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE ATTENDING THE DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT MEETING AT CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL RELATING TO ANY OF THE ABOVE QUOTED PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Resolved that Councillor Mrs Turner is asked to call in application CB/10/01674/FULL Land adjacent 9 Fleming Drive – Change of use of amenity land to residential garden, should the Planners be minded to approve it.

6072.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

It was reported that the Town Council’s Roker Park outline planning application was considered by the Development Management meeting earlier in the day and it was granted.  However, the Members’ report said that a new footway should be provided along The Green frontage up to the bus stop on the corner, and also relocation of the skate park at the Riverside Playing Field, and noise/light reducing measures for the skate park and MUGA facility.  The legal agreement is still being checked by Solicitors on both sides, and we have not yet had sight of the document.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.32pm
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