MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Members present:

A Cooper (Vice-Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





B Dack



S Dhaliwal





S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde





T Naisbitt


B Saunders





Mrs C Turner

Also present:
5 members of the public, Central Bedfordshire Councillors J Saunders and J Clarke, PCSO Lisa Antoine, Sergeant Gary Kidd, and the Clerk

9026.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CIVIC ATTENDANCE


The Mayor has attended the following events since the last meeting:

· 9th July – Stotfold Big Tidy Up, The Green, from 11am

· 31st July – Central Beds Council – Picnic at Marston Vale 12.30pm

· 9th August – Sandy Town Council – Indian meal 7.30pm

The Mayor has been invited to the following events:

· Ampthill Town Council – Italian dinner 7.30pm

Members were advised of a sponsored cycle ride being carried out by Councillor Mrs Hyde.  The Annual Historic Churches Cycle Ride will take place on Saturday 10th September, and Councillor Mrs Hyde will visit 16 churches on her bike!  Anyone wishing to sponsor her was asked to speak to her after the meeting.

9027.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS



There were no disclosures of interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest to declare, they should do so at that point. 

9028.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Collier, Mrs Cooper, Mrs Haslett-Saunders, Smith and Stoter.

9029.
REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE


Sergeant Gary Kidd introduced himself as the new Sergeant for Biggleswade Police Station, he has been in post for two days and was originally based at Ampthill.


Sergeant Kidd gave the following report for July and August:  There were a total of 19 reports of Anti-Social Behaviour for July and 9 for August, 3 reports of Assault for July and 3 for August, 1 report of Burglary Dwellings for July and 2 for August, 2 reports of Burglary Other Building for July and 4 for August, 3 reports of Criminal Damage for July and 4 for August, 1 report of Theft of Motor Vehicle for July and 1 for August, 0 reports of Theft from Motor Vehicle in July and 2 in August, 1 report of Drugs for July or August, and 2 reports of Arson for July.  A copy of the full report, which was circulated to Members, is available on file.

With regard to Burglary Dwellings, the Police carry out follow up visits – house to house enquiries, crime prevention advice, etc.  They are looking into the problem of Burglary Other Buildings.

Incidents of metal theft are on the increase, possibly due to the current high value of scrap metal.  The Police are working closely with their colleagues in Hertfordshire and also scrap metal merchants.  They have identified a need to tighten up procedures and licences for scrap metal merchants.

Councillor Naisbitt declared an interest in the following as he is the Major Events Coordinator for The Mill Trust, and explained that there is a Mill Working Steam event coming up at the beginning of October and explained his concerns about security of equipment used for the event.

A query was raised over whether the Police could give statistics on solved investigations.  If there is a high profile crime or something of particular interest to the Town Council, Sergeant Kidd could possibly produce some information, however it would be very time consuming to do this for every crime reported or solved.

With regard to theft, Smart Water is a very useful tool for identifying who stolen property belongs to.  Bedfordshire Police had previously purchased a bulk stock of Smart Water which was offered for sale to vulnerable people at a reduced rate.  Stocks are now almost depleted, however it can be bought from the Smart Water company direct.  There are two levels of Smart Water – one for the home for use on jewellery, electrical equipment, etc, and the other is for equipment that could be found in a factory, or outdoor equipment, etc.  Every custody suite has a Smart Water scanner which scans every person that comes in.  They are also able to scan any items that have been brought in.

Sergeant Kidd was asked to look into the problem of parking on Brook Street at the High Street end where people are finding it difficult to get out of the shoppers car park safely as vehicles are parked very close to the entrance.  He was also asked to look into problems with parking at the Hitchin Road end of Brook Street where vehicles are regularly parking on the grass verge behind the post box, which results in reduced visibility when using the junction.

At a meeting a fortnight ago at Fairfield, the problem of nuisance motorcycles was raised.  A suggestion is to start a StreetWatch Scheme for Fairfield.  There are already StreetWatch volunteers for the rest of Stotfold, and it may also be possible to enhance the scheme by adding SpeedWatch. 

Sergeant Kidd outlined the changes to Bedfordshire Police as from 3rd October.  The 24hour response will remain, however with regard to the Safer Neighbourhood Teams, the Police Constables will be removed and the team will be made up of a Sergeant and PCSOs.  This new team will deal with community engagement, crime prevention, antisocial behaviour, without the support of Police Constables.  They will be creating a local policing unit for 24hour swift reaction alongside the usual response team.  The three-way total collaboration between Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire Police is a long way off, but they already share dog units, firearms and traffic units.

9030.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

Pam Manfield

Advised of vandalism during July at the new Nature Reserve.  They have clear CCTV footage of one person and have forwarded this to the Police.  She would like a written response from the Police as to any results they have achieved.  Sergeant Kidd will contact her in due course.


Following a proposal by the Vice-Chairman to move agenda item 15 asking for an amendment to previous minutes to this point, it was agreed by all Members.

9031.
JUNE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES

Members were asked to consider a request by the Assistant Clerk to review the minutes of the 22nd June 2011 Establishment Committee meeting as she believes that they are not an accurate record of what took place, according to her recollection and notes of the meeting.


The 22nd June 2011 Establishment Committee meeting was Clerked by the Assistant Clerk.  Those minutes were approved at the 6th July Council meeting, with amendments, which was Clerked by the Town Clerk.  After production of the July Council minutes the Assistant Clerk asked for the amendments made to be reviewed.  The Assistant Clerk requested that the amended wording of the minutes be further amended as follows:


Minute 2143: …The Community Building would cost £100,000 - £300,000 to modify it from a sports hall to a community hall, and the money that is currently being paid to Stotfold Town Council could be used for the Community Building

Resolved that the relevant section of minute 2143 of the Establishment Committee meeting held on 22nd June are amended as above.

9032.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6TH JULY 2011

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th July 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Vice-Chairman as a correct record, with the amendments detailed above also applying to Council minute 9018.

9033.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 27TH JULY 2011

Resolved that the minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Wednesday 27th July 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Vice-Chairman as a correct record.


MATTERS ARISING

9034.
Oral questions from electors (see minute 8990-06/07/11)

A letter has been sent to Etonbury School to ask if they could remind pupils that they shouldn’t be cycling on pavements.  No response from the School as yet due to the school summer holidays.

9035.
Email regarding recent gypsy and traveller activity in Stotfold (see minute 8999-06/07/11)

A request has been made for Central Beds Council to provide guidance for Town & Parish Councils, and contact details to report illegal encampments in the area.  Central Beds Councillor B Saunders provided details which will be circulated to Members and included on the Council’s website.


The Chief Constable of Bedfordshire Police was also asked to use their powers to stop illegal camping.


Basil Jackson at Highways was asked to block off the open area at the boundary of the Land South of Stotfold development at the A507 where recent gypsy and traveller activity took place.  This area has subsequently been blocked off.

9036.
Claim from tenant farmer at Arlesey Road (Leisure Centre site) (see minute 9005-06/07/11)

Central Beds Council has been advised that this Council won’t be making a contribution towards the tenant farmer’s 2010 claim.

9037.
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee – Lighting of the Beacon (see minute 9008-06/07/11)

The Civic & Ceremonial Support Officer has been advised that this Council will be lighting the beacon at the Cemetery as part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 2012.  The Cemetery Management Committee has looked at the trees in the vicinity of the beacon and feels that no tree work is required in order for the beacon to be safely lit.

9038.
Rescission of previous resolution – formation of an Events Committee (see minute 9009-06/07/11)

A notice has been placed in the Stotfold News asking for residents to come forward to help organise the Jubilee and Olympics celebrations next year.  To date we have three definite volunteers, one possible and two Councillors.  It is hoped that the first meeting will be held in the next week or two and more attempts will be made to find Committee Members from the community.

9039.
Community building – Land South of Stotfold (see minute 9011-06/07/11)

The developers for the Land South of Stotfold and Central Beds Council have been advised that this Council accepts the proposed plans for the Community Building in principle.  No further communication has been received.

9040.
Councillor and staff photographs (see minute 9013-06/07/11)

Photographs have been taken of the four new Council Members and the new Administration Assistant.  They will be displayed on the Council’s website and foyer notice board.

9041.
Oral questions from electors (see minute 8990-06/07/11)

Councillor Mrs Bundock advised Members that following concern expressed by a resident at the last meeting regarding blocked drains on High Street, Highways will be sending out a jet vac unit today, Thursday and Friday to clear 155 blocked drains in Stotfold.  This unit is more forceful than the usual sludge sucker!


CORRESPONDENCE
9042.
Let’s Talk Together community meeting

Correspondence has been received from Central Beds Council to advise that the next Shefford, Stotfold and Arlesey Let’s Talk Together (LTT) meeting will be held on Tuesday 25th October 2011 at St Mary’s Church Hall, Stotfold from 7pm to 9pm.  As well as the usual setting of community safety priorities, the October-December meetings will also include a budget theme.  In addition, Central Beds Council, through Amey will be consulting on the future approach to roads maintenance during September through to November and will be at each of the LTT meetings during this period to get views and feedback from residents, including an interactive survey.  They feel that the more successful events have been those where the Town/Parish Council has been actively engaged in promoting the event and identifying local topics for discussion.  Members were asked to consider topics for the event, to be forwarded to the Clerk in good time.  A request was made for volunteers to man a Town Council stand, as at previous LTT events.


Resolved that Councillors Mrs Bundock and Mrs Clarey man the Town Council stand at the October Let’s Talk Together meeting.

9043.
St Mary’s Church Quiz Night
An invitation has been received for the Council to submit a team for the above Quiz Night taking place on Saturday 15th October 2011 at 7.30pm in the Church Hall.  Teams should be 4 – 6 people and is £5.00 per person, to include supper.

9044.
The following item of correspondence is available from the Clerk

-
Bedfordshire Bugle – September 2011 (circulated at meeting)
9045.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor B Saunders gave the following report:

· Provision of buses for children to get to Etonbury School - the space available on the number 90 bus was not sufficient for pupils and other passengers.  As a result, the number 90 bus on the morning and afternoon school runs will be a larger 35 seater rather than the current 16 seater.  The Transportation department and the Headteacher will meet in a few weeks to review the situation.
· Big Library Debate – the responses gathered are being looked at.  Central Beds Councillor Brian Spurr has categorically said that there will be no closures of libraries.  They will be looking to improve the facilities, by putting in wifi where there currently is none, on-line book ordering service, etc.

· Gypsy & Traveller – Customer Guidelines – Provided a copy of the guidelines produced by Central Beds Council.  It gives contact details and information on questions a resident would be asked when reporting a gypsy and traveller encampment.  This will be circulated to Members.

· Central Beds Council consultations – current consultations are parking management, footway maintenance and economic development plan.

· Was tasked with finding out what the current situation is regarding provision of cycle tracks in Hitchin Road and High Street.

· Was tasked with chasing the required works on Queen Street as part of the Mill View development agreement.

Councillor J Clarke gave the following report:

· The Highways 3 Year plan is currently being compiled.  This gives Amey’s repair and renewal priorities.

· There will be an open meeting at Langford Village Hall, hosted by Langford Parish Council regarding the wind farm appeal.  The meeting takes place on Saturday 10th September at 10am.  The turbines would be visible from parts of Stotfold.

9046.
MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

There were no reports from Member representatives.

9047.
REPORT ON FAIRFIELD MATTERS – BUS MEETING AND MOTORCYCLES

Councillor Dack gave the following report:


Bus meeting

About 40 residents attended the meeting called by Central Beds Council to discuss the Section 106 Agreement provision for a bus route linking Arlesey station with Letchworth station, via Fairfield.  The meeting was chaired by Councillor Brian Spurr who stressed it was not a decision-making but a fact-finding meeting.  Most of the residents belonged to the anti-camp in either not wanting the destruction of trees at the end of Hardy Way and others saying that the narrow roads were not suitable for buses.  A popular suggestion was an alternative route for the bus that would see it continue down Elliot Way from West Drive, along Hitchin Road and then back into Dickens Boulevard and using the existing bus stop.  Central Beds Council Officers promised to see the legalities of this.  They have promised further consultation once they have re-considered the matter following residents views.


Nuisance motorcycles

Chief Inspector Neil Waring and Inspector Peter Knowles attended a meeting with the principles behind the residents petition calling for police action on the motorcycle menace.  Also present were the Countryside Officers both Central Bedfordshire and North Hertfordshire Councils, Councillor Brian Saunders and representatives of FRL.  At the meeting Chief Inspector Waring stated that North Herts Police had crushed two motorcycles but was going to send confirmation of this to us.  Not yet received.  It was a positive meeting the Police Architectural Officer is going to meet shortly with a small party for a walkabout and to give further suggestions.

9048.
COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

The Section 106 Agreement for Roker Park has now been signed by the Flittons and has also been signed on behalf of the Town Council.  The document will now be forwarded to the Football Club for signing and return.

9049.
TO RECEIVE THE COMPLETED AUDIT & ANNUAL RETURN FROM THE AUDITORS FOR THE YEAR END 31ST MARCH 2010, TOGETHER WITH THE AUDITOR’S REPORT

The Auditors have returned their report advising that the Annual Return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

They make the following points regarding matters not affecting their opinion:

· Section 1 does not add up by £1 – this is a computer system rounding matter
· Fidelity guarantee appears to be insufficient in light of bank balances held at 31st March 2011 – this is always a year behind because we discuss the fidelity levels based on the previous year’s report.
· Expenditure powers re Section 137 incorrectly used – this is regarding a Citizens Advice Bureau grant, and the advice has been duly noted for any future grant requests from CAB
· Risk Assessment was approved at a sub-committee – this is incorrect as the Establishment Committee (not a sub-committee) drafted the risk assessment and it was approved by the next Council meeting.  It is minuted as such.  The Clerk will be taking this up with the Auditors.
Resolved that the Audit Certificate, Annual Return and Auditor’s Report for the year end 31st March 2010 be noted.
9050.
MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

i)
Members were provided with copies of the receipts records and asked to approve payments for July and August 2011.




Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

ii)
Members were provided with the income and expenditure record for end August, together with the bank balances as at end August 2011.


Resolved that the income and expenditure report, and balances as at end August 2011 be noted. 

9051.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

13th July 2011

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th July 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 13th July 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


10th August 2011

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th August 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 10th August 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9052.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE



Councillor Hayes asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th July 2011.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Hayes then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 13th July 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9053.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Cemetery Management to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2011.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Hayes then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9054.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2011.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9055.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Clarey asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th July 2011.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Mrs Clarey then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 27th 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9056.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

There were no questions from electors.

9057.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY



With regard to the Town Plan Action Implementation Group, Councillor Mrs Clarey advised that she had given a report to the Town Enhancement Committee in July, and that the next meeting of the Group would be on Monday 12th September, 2pm at the Simpson Centre, and all are welcome to attend.


Councillor Dack advised that the roundabouts on Hitchin Road outside Fairfield have been adopted, and now have Section 38 Agreements on them.  This was apparently done some time ago.


Councillor Naisbitt advised that following a request from the Clerk for a space at the forthcoming Mill Weekend for a ‘meet your Town Councillor’ stand, this should be ok.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.47pm

CHAIRMAN




DATED
13/09/2011
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