MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH JULY 2010 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper





Mrs D Haslett-Saunders
S Hayes





B Saunders


D Savill





Mrs C Turner 

Also present;
Basil Jackson – Assistant Director, Highways and Transportation, Central Bedfordshire Council





Jess Milne – Red Bear Children’s Centre





Colin Phelps – Headteacher, St Mary’s Lower School





1 press, 9 members of the public and the Clerk

8609.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman advised that the Town Council has been re-accredited Quality Status.  This accolade recognises that the Town Council consistently achieves national standards set to prove that the Council is an active, professional and competent body to work with and provides a quality service to the residents of the town.


Thanks were given to the office staff for their work in enabling the Council to achieve re-accreditation.

8610.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

8611.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received by Councillors Mrs Hyde, Mrs Lewin, Smith, Stoter and Mrs Wilding, and PC Needham.

A letter expressing get well wishes is to be sent to Councillor Smith.

8612.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

PC Needham had previously given his apologies due to his work schedule and had provided copies of his crime report for the month of June, which is also available on file.

There were no questions to be forwarded to PC Needham.

8613.
TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED FORD BRIDGE (MALTHOUSE LANE) WORKS WITH BASIL JACKSON, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION, CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

Members of the public were permitted to ask questions at the end of this item.


The Chairman introduced Basil Jackson, who advised that his primary concern in his role is the safety of the travelling public.  The Ford Bridge is in need of significant repair, as the brickwork under the rendering has deteriorated quite badly and something needs to be done rapidly.


A suggestion was made that the road could be closed off for traffic and used as a pedestrian route.  This would be much less load on the bridge.


It was also pointed out that the Council has been asking for a weight restriction on the bridge for the last 10 years, and is currently on the works programme for strengthening.  Unofficially it has been suggested that Highways are looking to level the hump and widen the bridge.  Mr Jackson was reminded that the bridge has a bat roost.  Heavy lorries are frequently travelling over the bridge as they are directed by their satellite navigation systems to come from the A1 into Stotfold via Malthouse Lane and the Ford Bridge.


A man was recently seen taking photographs of the bridge, and when questioned, said that the work being planned wasn’t strengthening work but that Highways were worried about the dangers of two cars trying to pass whilst on the bridge, and therefore they wanted to erect barriers either side.

Mr Jackson explained that they could produce a design for a replacement bridge, with the Town Council’s involvement, so that they put back what we feel is appropriate and in keeping with the area.  This probably wouldn’t happen until 2012/13.  To keep the bridge as it is would cost a deal of money. Members felt that the arch seems to be in good condition, and the fascias and parapets were badly repaired some years ago, and queried whether the fascias and parapets could be replaced, but were advised that Highways are getting to the point where maintaining the bridge isn’t cost effective or worth repairing.  A further suggestion was that the rendering could be removed and the damaged bricks replaced, and then apply a weight limit to the bridge, but Mr Jackson felt that stripping off the render may damage more bricks.  He also pointed out that people can ignore weight restriction signs and a physical barrier would need to be installed, which would cost money.

As Mr Jackson hadn’t seen the recently produced Stotfold Town Plan, he was provided with a copy.  It was pointed out that the Town Plan, forming the views of the residents of Stotfold, has identified this bridge as an important part of Stotfold and that it should be left alone.  He explained that a Town Plan is an aspiration document of what we would like to see for our town, but that safety has to come first.  This is safety in terms of the structure, such as a heavy load or excess water levels under the bridge, rather than vehicular accidents.  An assessment of the bridge has been carried out, resulting in findings which need to be considered for action.

It was pointed out that in terms of aesthetics, the bridge is near a well used open space, a recreation ground and a publicly available wooded area, and is also situated on what the Council considers as a quiet lane.  

Mr Jackson was asked if there was a maximum weight limit that will help extend the life of the bridge, and he confirmed that he would find out.


Although the Town Council has put forward the bridge as a suggestion for Listing, he had concerns that this would commit huge expenditure for its upkeep as a Listed Structure.


With regard to the point that the strengthening works are on the works programme to take place this year, and that it therefore an urgent matter, Mr Jackson advised that the design work would take place this year, and then in a couple of years it was planned that the bridge would be replaced.  There may be localised strengthening works on the bridge, and he would find out and advise the Clerk.


With regard to the suggestion that the road is closed to vehicles and used solely for pedestrians, he advised that it wasn’t something he had thought of and that he would make further investigations.


Members were assured that a spade wouldn’t go in the ground before the Council knows what they are going to do, and wanted to make sure that he works with the Town Council on this matter.
8614.
TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION FROM COLIN PHELPS OF ST MARY’S LOWER SCHOOL AND JESS MILNE OF SURESTART ON THE STOTFOLD SURESTART ‘RED BEAR’ CHILDREN’S CENTRE

Colin Phelps and Jess Milne were introduced to Members, and a handout was distributed to Members.  Mr Phelps advised that by 2010 all schools should provide, or have access to childcare, parenting support, better referral to other agencies, and community access.

In summer 2005 information and finance was available about extended schools, and groups of schools bid for pilot projects and start-up funding.  In autumn 2005 there were nine pilot projects, and St Mary’s Lower School was one of them.


There are three phases of the Government’s Children’s Centre initiative.


Phase 1 centres are situated in the top 20% most disadvantaged areas, and offer services including early education and childcare, family support and outreach to parents, and child and family health services.  The centres also act as a hub within the community for children, young people and their families and links into local services including health, training, Job Centre Plus and Inform 0-19 Services.


Phase 2 centre are situated in the top 30% to 70% most disadvantaged areas and provide similar services.

Phase 3 centres, of which Stotfold’s is one, don’t provide all the services themselves, but tap into all other services and provisions available in the area.


In January of this year, Jess Milne was appointed as Manager of the Stotfold Centre, and Janet Bell was appointed Family Worker.


Jess Milne explained that the Centre needs to work with all their partners, so that families can have the best possible care and support available, for children under 5.  They recently sent a questionnaire to health visitors, job centres, Association of Nannies, and local toddler groups to ask what they want in their local community in terms of child care and support.  It was clear that a central hub was needed in Stotfold.

It was established that there are lots of toddler groups in Stotfold and this supports the community spirit within the town.  The Red Bear Centre does not exist to take over those facilities, but can provide them with specialised support should they need it.


Hard to reach families are targeted for support, and they often tend to be referred from GP’s, health visitors, pre-schools and social services.


The name ‘Red Bear’ was suggested by a local father.  Red = the red colour of a heart, Bear = cuddle.


A copy of the Centre’s Development Plan is available for those who wish to see a copy, and details what the Government wants the Centres to provide, but is also based on wishes and needs of families. 


Since May, the Stotfold Centre has 300 children on their database, which is an outstanding number.  They are funded for 436 children but there are over 1,300 children in total in this area.  They will therefore be lobbying for additional funding.


There were no questions from Members, and Colin Phelps and Jess Milne were thanked for their attendance and informative presentation.

8615.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

Glenn Rickwood

Asked if Etonbury and Roecroft Schools have been affected by the schools cuts recently announced, and was advised that the building programmes have not been affected.
8616.
RECEIVE AND ADOPT MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND JUNE 2010

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd June 2010 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


MATTERS ARISING

8617.
Fairfield Park Residents Association AGM (see minute 8588-02/06/10)

The Park Residents Association have been advised that we have no recollection of being offered the Community Centre, but we sympathise with them following similar problems with the Land South of Stotfold development.  The Hall Residents Association has been asked to provide regular reports on the activities at Fairfield Hall.

8618.
Report on Community Leisure Centre project (see minute 8584-02/06/10)

A query was raised over when the Special Council meeting will take place regarding reviewing the project, and it was confirmed that details are almost ready and a date will be advised shortly.


A Member pointed out that the Beds/Herts boundary issue investigation work should be put on hold for 2 – 3 weeks so the staff can concentrate on putting together the required information for the Special Council meeting.


CORRESPONDENCE

8619.
St Mary’s Church – Scarecrow Festival

Correspondence has been received on behalf of the Vicar, Pat Quint, to thank the Council for submitting a scarecrow in their recent Scarecrow Festival.  There were forty eight entries and each one different, with a wide variety of topics.  In first place were the scarecrows made by neighbours June Bentley and Betty Ward ‘Holidays – Hot or Cold’, with joint second being ‘Singing the Blues’ by Peter Trulock and ‘Stotfold’s Got Talent’ by the Hargreaves family.  Third was St Mary’s School with ‘Maypole Dancing’.  The Festival raised £645 towards Church funds.  Photographs of the scarecrows can be found on their website www.stotfoldchurch.org.uk. 

8620.
Items available from the Clerk

Bedfordshire Bugle – July 2010 was circulated to Members at the meeting, and Members were referred to the article about the Town Council’s recent re-accreditation of Quality Status.

8621.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Street gave the following report:

· With regard to cuts at Central Bedfordshire Council, he will report back to the Town Council as soon as he hears of them.

· Etonbury Middle School has now appointed a new Headteacher.  Dr A Mistrano is on a secondment from Samuel Whitbread School for two terms, and will start at Etonbury in September.
· Councillor Street is the new Chairman of Governors at Etonbury School.  The level of achievement in maths at Etonbury is the best in the district.

· With regard to the proposed Queen Street works, the developers were contracted to do the work, and Central Beds Council are trying to get them to do it.  Tom Nicols, Central Beds Portfolio Holder for Sustainable Communities has advised that the developers hadn’t signed the Section 278 agreement for the works, and he is chasing on this.

8622.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Mrs Bundock – Roecroft School Governors

Councillor Mrs Bundock gave the following report on the Roecroft School Governors following their recent meeting.

· All children continue to meet or exceed standards expected of them.  Provision for children with Special Educational Needs is a major strength of the school and they also have 18 children on the Gifted and Talented register.  This can include children who are well above average ability across the board, but also takes note of those who have a special talent in one particular area, not always the academically gifted.

· One teacher leaves at the end of the term and a replacement has been appointed.  The school asked for funding to appoint two additional teachers from September but have received funding for only one.  Learning support in the classroom will also be increased.

· This is part of the process of growth to enable the school to admit extra children over the coming year.  In the lower age groups there will be mixed age classes, as there already are at Stotfold’s other lower schools.  This will make no difference to the way the children are taught or their levels of attainment as the emphasis now is very much focused on the individual child.
· With regard to the new school site, Councillor Mrs Bundock attended a meeting concerning procurement of new equipment and furniture for the new building, removal to the new site and clearing the old site, the logistics of the move.

· She took the opportunity to discuss the progress of the project with Mr Stephen Bird, Education Officer, Central Beds Council.  Although the original plans have gone through the planning process, planning officers are insisting on many amendments, some of these major, that this is causing delays, and has financial implications, which have disrupted the whole programme.  Mr Bird has gone through the necessary European procurement process and would be ready to go out to tender in August.  There is a further difficulty concerning the handover of the land from the developer.

· The suggested date for the move has now moved backwards, currently it is suggested the move will take place during the autumn half term.

· There was recent excitement in the Town Council’s Council Chamber when representatives from the four Lower Schools came to visit.  Representatives from the School Council from each school came and sat as if they were themselves Town Councillors, with Councillors Collier, Mrs Clarey and Mrs Bundock in attendance and the Assistant Clerk taking minutes.  The questions were many and varied; each child was given an information pack, and each school will have minutes of the meeting.  The feedback from Roecroft School was that the children were thrilled with their visit, and were buzzing with all they had learnt about the process of local government.
· Following a query over whether there has been any assurance that there will be roads and footpaths from the centre of town to the new school to provide a safe route to school, it was confirmed that no such assurance has been received to date.  It was also confirmed that the Town Council has previously written asking for these safe routes, and Councillor Mrs Turner will chase on this matter.


Resolved that a further letter is sent to Central Bedfordshire Council again requesting that a safe pedestrian and vehicular route is provided to the new school from the centre of town, also suggesting that the developers follow the same idea as at Fairfield Park whilst building works were ongoing, whereby parallel fencing was erected to provide a walkway to the school through the building works.

Councillor Cooper – Ivel Valley Cycle Forum

Councillor Cooper gave a report on the Cycle Forum he and Councillor Hayes recently attended at Chicksands, a copy of which was circulated to Members and is also available on file.

The forum discussed matters such as cycle training for children, being being renamed "Bikeability".  The training can encompass virtually all schoolchildren to overcome the previous problem with them not being able to become "cycling proficient" at a young enough age.


The forum also referred to a recent submission by Leighton Buzzcycles to Development Control Services at Central Beds Council relating to a proposed development in Biggleswade and giving their detailed comments on the application regarding it suitability and impact on supporting the use of bicycles / alternative transport in and around the area.  A copy of this submission is with the Clerk – Comments made under sections 2-3 may be of interest to councillors as they relate to planning matters, under the Sustainability Strategy of Central Bedfordshire Council (or former County & Mid-Beds guide lines), on provision of "secure" parking for bicycles on new developments and dangers caused by on-road parking of vehicles.


The next meeting will be in September, and it was suggested that Members advise any local cycling groups who may want to attend.


Resolved that a copy of the Leighton Buzzcycles submission regarding cycle parking is copied to the Planning Committee.
8623.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM COUNCILLOR SMITH ON THE TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL’S CONFERENCE HE ATTENDED ON 9TH JUNE 2010

As Councillor Smith was unable to attend the meeting, a copy of his report was circulated to Members, and is available on file.  At the Conference he was able to ask his own personal question, to which he received a written response, also available on file:


“Since 2002 Stotfold has been working hard to build its first ever sports centre, buoyed by the 2012 Olympics, and on the basis of a grant of £3m from Mid Beds District Council.  Our new unitary authority has confiscated our grant – at least until 2012/13 – and thus thrown the whole project into chaos.  We certainly now have little chance of seeing a sports centre in Stotfold this side of the Olympics, if ever.


How do you expect the Town and Parish Councils to continue to work with and trust this Conservative administration?”.


Members were given time to read through the report, and the response from Central Bedfordshire Council, and it was felt that the question hadn’t been answered satisfactorily, and it was:


Resolved that a letter is sent to Central Bedfordshire Council asking them for a proper answer to Councillor Smith’s question. 

8624.
TO APPROVE THE 2010 ANNUAL REPORT

Members were provided with copies of the 2010 Annual Report, giving a brief summary of the last financial year’s accounts, the Chairman’s Report on the Council’s activities over the last year, and Council and staff contact details.  Once approved, the report will be available on the Council’s website, office foyer, Library, Council’s section of the Stotfold News, and other outlets around the town.




Resolved that the 2010 Annual Report is approved.

8625.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR JUNE 2010

Members were previously provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for June 2010, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.


Councillor Saunders declared an interest in an item on the payments record.

8626.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR END JUNE 2010, TOGETHER WITH BANK BALANCES AS AT END JUNE 2010

Members were previously provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end June 2010, and it was:


Resolved that the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end June 2010 be noted.

8627.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

9th June 2010



Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th June 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 9th June 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


23rd June 2010



Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 23rd June 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 23rd June 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8628.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th June 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th June 2010.

There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8629.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 23rd June 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 23rd June 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8630.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE


Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 23rd June 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 23rd June 2010.


Members considered the recommendations from minute 2060:

That the Town Council institutes a Citizens Award scheme to give thanks to people who greatly contribute to the town:
· Nominations will be considered for Citizens Awards on an annual basis, and a certificate for the successful recipient/s will be presented at the Annual Town Meeting.  Nominations will be requested before the Christmas period.
· Nominees must be people who have made a valuable contribution to the life of the community.  You can’t nominate yourself, and Councillors cannot be nominated.
· The decision on the winner of the Award/s is to be decided by the Establishment Committee.  The outcome is to be kept confidential and within the Committee until the Annual Town Meeting, to which all nominees will be invited.
· The Terms of Reference for the Establishment Committee are to be amended to reflect the above.

The recommendation was resolved and the minutes were then carried.

8631.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THIS EVENING’S MEETING

Mr Haskell

Queried whether the funding for Etonbury and Roecroft Schools was secure.  Councillor Street advised that the Portfolio Holder at Central Beds has confirmed that the Roecroft School money is there and will not be cut.  It is the only school being built in the Central Beds area at this time.  There is also Section 106 money available for Etonbury School improvements.  The Central Beds Councillors advised that they would check on the actual balances.


Mr Chapman

Questioned why a cheque to the tenant farmer on Arlesey Road as compensation for loss/damage of crops relating to the Leisure Centre project, had apparently bounced, and was advised that it had not bounced, but that there was an issue with the bank which caused it to be stopped.


The Chairman advised that several cheques were issued at the same time, a transfer of funds was made into the account and there was more than sufficient funds to cover the cheques.  The bank has turned down three out of five cheques written from the same cheque book, which they advise had been cancelled in October 2008.  The bank is looking into why these cheques were cancelled and why the other two went through.  As soon as the office was advised that there had been a problem with the cheque to the tenant farmer, a CHAPS payment was immediately made.


In response to the question as to whether we had been asked for recompense for charges the farmer has apparently received for a bouncing cheque, Mr Chapman was advised that he has verbally asked for a sum of money, but we haven’t yet seen evidence that these charges have been made.


Mr Chapman advised that he had obtained a copy of the Confidential Report from the June Council agenda, although initially wouldn’t disclose where this was from.  He pointed out that this report was regarding crop damage and farm payments for the farmer, and that this breakdown of figures has never been put out in the public domain.


Although unfortunate that the confidential information was made public, the Chairman advised that these details were initially confidential between the parties whilst they were in negotiations with agents, and they were then made public when approved and can be seen in the publicly available payments records.  He was advised that the tenant farmer’s agent has also made a claim for his fees.

In response to Mr Chapman’s point that the Central Beds Council grant of £3.06m had been lost, he was advised that the original £3.06m from Mid Beds District Council was carried through to Central Beds Council, and is still allocated for the project.  It has not been lost, but has been moved back to the 2012/13 financial year.  We will be considering asking Central Beds Council to meet these associated costs from the delay instead of the Town Council.


Mr Chapman then revealed that he found the confidential report on the Town Council website.


Mr Chapman asked for details on when the decision was made regarding the compensation for the farmer.


Mrs Huckle

Pointed out that the ‘Little London’ footpath, adjacent to the Football Club, had recently been resurfaced, but that the barrier hadn’t been put back, and was advised that the office continues to chase on this matter.


She also pointed out that the area near the Old Post Office on Regent Street is very untidy and littered.

8632.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

The Chairman advised that a new member of staff has been appointed as Administration Assistant, and subject to satisfactory references, will start on 2nd August.  There were a total of 67 applications received, and 3 others received after the deadline date.
8632.
THE CHAIRMAN THEN PROPOSED THE FOLLOWING

That it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded whilst matters pertaining to financial issues are discussed and that they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting.

This was approved by Members.


Councillor Mrs Turner left at this point.

8633.
TO APPROVE COLIN BAYLES’ FEES FOR ARLESEY ROAD SITE – AGENT FOR TENANT FARMER ON FIELD FOR PROPOSED LEISURE CENTRE, AND UPDATE ON POSSIBLE FUTURE CLAIMS AND POSSIBLE TAKING ON OF LEASE OF LAND

After discussion and due consideration of the update and of the agent’s fees, it was:


Resolved that the fees of the agent of the tenant farmer for Arlesey Road Leisure Centre site, Mr Colin Bayles, for work relating to the farmer’s recent claims for 2008 and 2009, are paid - £1,402.50.

Councillor Mrs Cooper requested that her name be recorded as voting against this item.


The Clerk then apologised to Members for the unfortunate oversight of having the confidential notes attached to the June Council agenda available for viewing on the Council’s website.  She advised that she would investigate why this had happened, and assured Members that steps would be taken to prevent it happening again.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 

CHAIRMAN



DATED
