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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

The Chairman, Councillor Brian Collier, invites Councillors to partake in mince pies and sherry, 

in the Council Chamber at 7.00pm, prior to the Council Meeting.

Notice is hereby given that

A meeting of the Town Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Simpson Centre, Stotfold on Wednesday 7th December 2011 commencing at 7.30pm
AGENDA
1.
Mayor’s announcements and civic attendance (see Clerk’s Report)            
2.
Disclosures of Members Interest on matters contained in this agenda 

Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point. 

3.
Apologies for absence
4.
Report from a Representative of Bedfordshire Police
5.
Oral questions from Electors
6.
Central Bedfordshire Councillor Brian Spurr re Leisure Centre Project


For Members’ information, Central Beds Council has turned down our proposed Option 1 as agreed at the 18th October Special Council meeting.
Central Beds Councillor Brian Spurr (Executive Member for Sustainable Communities (Services)) will meet with Council to discuss Central Beds Council’s proposals for the future of the Leisure Centre Project.  Supporting papers are attached for Members.  Council will be asked to consider approving the new proposals as put forward by Councillor Spurr (points 1 – 6 on attached letter from Jane Moakes, Assistant Director Community Safety, Public Protection, Waste & Leisure), and the proposed indicative project time line.
7.
Council minutes

To receive and adopt minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd November 2011.

8.
Clerk’s report for information

See attached.

9.
Correspondence


 See attached.
10.
Central Bedfordshire Councillor report


To receive a report from a Central Bedfordshire Councillor on matters pertaining to Stotfold.

11.
Member Representative reports


To receive a report from Member Representatives on outside Bodies.
12.
Red Bear Children’s Centre report

To receive a report from Councillor Mrs Bundock on the recent Red Bear Children’s Centre Partnership meeting.

13.
Town Plan Implementation group

To receive a report on the work of the Town Plan Implementation Group.

14.
‘Libraries for the Future’ – Central Bedfordshire Council consultation

To consider Council’s response to the current libraries consultation (see Clerk’s Report).

15. 
Monthly accounts

i)
To receive the payments list for December 2011 and receipts records for November 2011.

ii)
To receive the income and expenditure record for end November 2011, together with the bank balances as at end November 2011.
16. 
Committee Minutes:

Planning Committee
9th November 2011

· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  9th November 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2011

23rd November 2011
· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  23rd November 2011
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 23rd November 2011
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee

· Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Ground, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2011
Cemetery Management Committee
· Members of the Cemetery Management Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2011
Buildings Management Committee
· Members of the Buildings Management Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2011
Town Enhancement Committee

· Members of the Town Enhancement Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  23rd November 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 23rd November 2011
Events Committee

· Members of the Council will be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Events Committee meeting held on 1st November 2011

17.
Questions from electors on items arising from this evening's meeting.
18. 
Items for information purposes only.
Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk
2nd December 2011
To: All Stotfold Town Councillors, Central Bedfordshire Authority Councillors, representative of Bedfordshire Police, representative of the press, and electorates of Stotfold.
CLERK’S REPORT

Council – 7th December 2011
ITEM 1 – MAYOR’S CIVIC ATTENDANCE
The Mayor has attended the following events since the last meeting:

· Sandy Town Council – Christmas Fun Day, 4th December 2011, 2pm

· Flitwick Town Council - St Andrew’s Dinner, 30th November 2011, 7.30pm at the Rufus Centre.

ITEM 8 – CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION
· Minute 9114-02/11/11 – Our support in principle for the proposed additional 28 dwellings on Parcel 2 of the Land South of Stotfold site has been forwarded to Hallam Land Management.  The developers have been asked to reconfigure the layout as suggested at the November meeting.
· Minute 9115-02/11/11 – Our support for the alternative proposals for the constituency boundaries has been forwarded to the Boundary Commission for England and Central Bedfordshire Council.
ITEM 9 – CORRESPONDENCE
Items available from the Clerk
-
Bedfordshire Bugle November 2011
ITEM 14 – ‘LIBRARIES FOR THE FUTURE’ – CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL CONSULTATION
Extracts from covering letter and consultation document:

Central Bedfordshire Council does not intend to close libraries but we do like all public services to deliver efficiency savings and modernise the service to ensure it is fit for future generations.
’Libraries for the Future’ recognises that local communities will want to shape their library service and become more involved in the future.  As a result not all libraries will be the same but will develop according to what local people want.
We need to find ways to save money and continue to deliver – and improve – a service that meets your needs and the needs of future generations.

All libraries will be free to join, will offer a book lending service, will provide other materials in a range of formats and provide access to an online virtual library and to the resources of all the other libraries in Central Bedfordshire.
We want to know what you would most like your future library to look like:

Members are asked to consider which of the options below they would like the future of our library to look like:

Library as community space – a library for everyone and a place to build community spirit.  The library would have refreshments, and an area for people to sit and talk and ‘get involved’.  The library would be open to what the community wanted to do with the space in the evenings.  This could mean meetings and events, activities, courses and exhibitions, art, music, dance and films run by local people.
Computers and technology learning – a library which feels modern, with the latest computers, e-book readers and fast internet access.  Friendly computer gurus would be on-hand to teach you everything from first steps with computers to advice about the latest Apps and devices.  There would be multi-media facilities and you would be able to play games and download books.  You could also learn valuable IT skills for fun or for future employment.

Information and learning – a library which is a place where you go to get answers to questions and to study.  Trained staff would help you to find information and teach you how to research yourself, whether looking at your family tree or for exams.  There would be plenty of quiet space for people to study and research.  The library would offer great opportunities to learn with its classroom and courses, whether you are brushing up on basic skills, pursuing a hobby or learning new stuff.

Family library – a library which is also a fun space for children of all ages with activities and events for young children such as rhyme time, story-telling, craft and play activities.  Fun activities for teenagers like dance, music, drama and computer and games consoles would be available.  Adults, particularly parents who bring their children, would be able to access a wide range of library services.

Advice and access to other services – a library with other services also available like Citizen’s Advice Bureau or a council helpdesk.  Staff would also be able to help with benefits advice, or help with form-filling.  You might be able to get your new parking permit in this library, and services to help people find work would also be available.
A place to read and relax – this library is a cosy but modern and bright place for book lovers.  There would be quiet space to read as well as book clubs and writers’ talks, with free access to reading materials.  Staff would know the latest books and be able to suggest things you would like based on your interests.  Depending on space there could be a coffee shop and stationers in the library.

The consultation period ends on Wednesday 18th January 2012, and full details and an online response form are available on the Central Beds website www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
The feedback from this consultation will inform the Library strategy that will be presented to Central Beds Council in Spring 2012 where a final decision will be made.

A guide and profile of Stotfold Library has been produced by Central Beds Council and is also available to view on their website.
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