

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2011 AT 7.30PM
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper





B Dack



S Dhaliwal

S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde





B Saunders (&CBC)

G Smith





Mrs C Turner

Also present:
Central Bedfordshire Councillors Brian Spurr and Jon Clarke, 2 members of the public and the Clerk

9126.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CIVIC ATTENDANCE


The Mayor has attended the following events since the last meeting:

· Sandy Town Council – Christmas Fun Day, 4th December 2011, 2pm
· Flitwick Town Council – St Andrew’s Dinner, 30th November 2011, 7.30pm at the Rufus Centre
The Mayor has been invited to and will attend the following event:
· Central Bedfordshire Council’s Chairman’s Service, Dunstable, Sunday 11th December 2011
9127.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in the item relating to the Leisure Centre Project as she is a tenant of the Manor Farm Smallholdings, who also tenant the land in question.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

9128.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Stoter, Naisbitt, Mrs Haslett-Saunders and Central Bedfordshire Councillor John Saunders.

9129.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

There were no Police representatives available for the meeting.  A copy of their report for November was circulated to Members.


There were 21 incidents of Anti-Social Behaviour, with no patterns or trends from these incidents.  There was 1 Burglary Dwelling on Common Road, entry was via a front window.  There were 5 Burglary Others, 3 of them where the same location was repeatedly targeted.  There was a Robbery at a premises on Regent Street, where cash was taken.  There was 1 Theft of Vehicle in Stotfold, the vehicle was then later found in another area of Stotfold a little while later.


A Police warrant was executed at a premise in the vicinity of Hitchin Road.  Class A and Class B drugs were found in the property and persons were arrested and charged with possession.


It was noted by Members that the recent spate of lead and copper thefts don’t appear to be included in the report, although they may fall in the category Burglary Others.  The Clerk will check this with the Police.
9130.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors.

9131.
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR BRIAN SPURR RE LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

Following the 18th October Special Council meeting, Central Beds Council has turned down our proposed Option 1.  Central Beds Councillor Brian Spurr (Executive Member for Sustainable Communities (Services)) met with Council to discuss Central Beds Council’s proposals for the future of the Leisure Centre Project.  Council was asked to consider approving the new proposals as put forward by Councillor Spurr - points 1 to 6 in a letter from Jane Moakes, Assistant Director Community Safety, Public Protection, Waste & Leisure (previously circulated), and the proposed indicative project time line.

Councillor Spurr advised that when he started in his role as Portfolio Holder he was told that Central Beds Council has no money and that they needed to make £4m cuts.  He briefly explained the situation regarding other leisure centres in the area that have had to close some of their facilities and others whose projects have been put on hold.  There is £300k Section 106 money available which will have to be returned to the developers if not used by the end of November next year.  He would like to use the money to provide junior football pitches and a toilet block on the land at Arlesey Road.  He has also asked for a further £100k to be made available should the £300k not be sufficient.


He felt that Roker Park could be sold by the Town Council to build phase 2 or 3 connected to phase 1.  Central Beds Council doesn’t have equivalent funds for the value of Roker Park to be able to build a leisure centre or replacement Roker Park site.  If we sold Roker Park and rebuilt it on the Arlesey Road site, he estimates that we might have approximately £1m available for other community facilities such as a community room or changing rooms, or to go towards Phase 3.

Central Beds Council doesn’t have a leisure strategy at the moment.  They are currently looking at the best ways to invest in leisure and are putting together the strategy document.  This may well conclude that Stotfold needs a leisure centre.  They will have £2m in ‘Spend to Save’ for leisure purposes.  The strategy should be finished by August next year.  


The floor was opened to questions from Members, and answered by Councillor Spurr:

· Central Beds will retain ownership of the land with the Town Council paying a peppercorn rent.

· The £300k will provide parking for 30 cars, pitches, fencing and toilets.
· The Town Council owned survey documents are to be forwarded to Central Beds and will be off-set against the loan.
· If Central Beds finds that it needs to sell the land for housing, it will pay for the relocation of phase 1.

Queries were raised over the exact size of the site being offered, and concerns over the length of lease or permanency of occupancy of the land.  Councillor Spurr will come back to us as soon as possible with confirmation over the size of the site for phase 1 and the tenure of the lease on the land.

Concern was expressed over the length of time this project has been going on, and that under the advice of the former Mid Beds District Council we have loaned a total of £600k - £100k on a Public Works Loan Board 20 year loan which can’t be repaid early, and £500k from Mid Beds, now Central Beds Council, who want us to repay the loan sooner rather than later.  The proposal put forward doesn’t go any way towards our aspirations and those of the town.

Resolved that the proposals put forward by Councillor Spurr in points 1 to 6 detailed below, are approved with the inclusion of ‘Clerk and Chairman to negotiate’ in point 3, and inclusion of ‘peppercorn rent’ in point 6.  These inclusions were agreed with Councillor Spurr.
1. To make progress on site and implement Phase 1, with a revised, scaled down project, within the budget envelope of £300k.  This will include a number of football pitches and toilets, potentially limited changing facilities and fencing; the maximum scheme that can be achieved within budget.  A contribution of £100k from this Council’s (CBC) Capital Programme will be considered.

2. The quantum and type of pitches to be determined in consultation with Bedfordshire FA and STC to address local need.  It is anticipated that this will be a mix of senior and junior pitches.

3. That CBC will take on design responsibility for Phase 1, utilising plans commissioned by STC for this element.  The financial value for this element of the plans to be agreed and used as part repayment of the £500k loan.  The Clerk and Chairman are to negotiate this.

4. That the pitches and facilities are positioned in an appropriate location on site that will enable easy access and future development of the football facilities (Phase 2), so that they can be added in modular form at a future date.  Similarly, that Phase 3 could potentially be added in due course.

5. That CBC project manage the implementation of Phase 1, consulting with STC on detail.  CBC as landowner is responsible for the execution of the Court Order to remove the agricultural tenant and will ensure that the development is completed.  This will include submission of the planning application.

6. That the facilities, once built are managed by STC on a peppercorn rent with full repairing and insuring lease.

Councillors Mrs Cooper and Mrs Bundock requested that their names be recorded as voting against the resolution.

Councillor Spurr was thanked for his attendance and left the meeting.

Further discussion took place regarding where we go from Phase 1.  

Resolved that the January agenda will include consideration as to whether we wish to go forward with the relocation of the Football Club to the Arlesey Road site, subject to confirmation about lease tenure, and how we might progress.  Information regarding work required and associated costs from the Football Club should the decision be to not relocate at this time.  The Football Club are to be advised of the discussions and decisions of this meeting.

9132.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2011

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd November 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

9133.
CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Minute 9114-02/11/11 – Our support in principle for the proposed additional 28 dwellings on Parcel 2 of the Land South of Stotfold site has been forwarded to Hallam Land Management.  The developers have been asked to reconfigure the layout as suggested at the November meeting.


Minute 9115 – 02/11/11 – Our support for the alternative proposals for the constituency boundaries has been forwarded to the Boundary Commission for England and Central Bedfordshire Council.


Discussion took place over whether we should rescind our previous resolution to support the additional 28 dwellings on the Land South of Stotfold, as in minute 9114, because there is uncertainty over the future of the leisure centre project.  The Chairman explained that the relevant part of the Land South of Stotfold Section 106 Agreement only kicks in if the Leisure Centre goes ahead.  Therefore the Planners will not request release of the land for development if the project goes no further.  A copy of the relevant section of the Section 106 Agreement will be circulated to Members for information. 

9134.
CORRESPONDENCE

-
A copy of the Bedfordshire Bugle November 2011 edition was previously circulated to Members.


-
The new Roecroft School will be holding an Open Evening on 8th December from 7pm to 8pm. 


-
The Apprentice Boys of Derry advise that they will be holding their annual parade in Stotfold on Saturday 17th December, from 1.3pm to 3.30pm.


-
A Temporary Road Closure notice has been received for the above event.  Roads closed will be High Street, Queen Street, Mill Lane, Church Road, Brook Street and part of Baldock Road.  Diversions will be in place.  Roads will be closed from 1.30pm to 3.30pm.
9135.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Brian Saunders gave the following report:

· The Central Beds Council General Purposes Committee meeting will take place tomorrow, and will be considering the Fairfield Community Governance Review matter.

· Central Beds Council and the Fairfield developers have not yet come to an agreement regarding the bus route for Fairfield, and particularly in relation to West Drive.  The matter is now with an arbitrator.  It was noted that the Section 106 money allocated for this purpose will expire in November next year.

· The Children’s Services Overview Committee meeting on 29th November decided on Option 1 as the preferred option.  This will now go to the January Executive Committee meeting.

· He has requested that yellow lines are marked around the bus stops in Rook Tree Lane, as well as outside other schools in the town.  Central Beds has one CCTV car currently on the road, with a further two to be dispatched soon.  They will target parking problem areas around schools.

· Central Beds Councillors have visited libraries in the area as part of the current libraries consultation.

· A further consultation is to be carried out on the Central Beds 2012/2013 budget.

· The Stotfold and Langford Central Beds Councillors will be holding surgeries in the New Year.  Times, dates and venues are to be confirmed.

· A query was raised over a group of people seen on High Street in hi-viz clothing who said that they were discussing improvements to High Street.  Highways are not aware of this.  Councillor Saunders is having a meeting with the new Highways Area Officer next week and will ask him then.

Councillor Jon Clarke gave the following report:

· The new Central Beds website is now up and running.  They are trying to enhance the site and make it more accessible, with the aim of making it available for more on-line transactions. 

· The new 101 police telephone number for non-emergencies is now up and running.

· He advised that he would be on the General Purposes Committee meeting at which the Fairfield Community Governance Review matter will be considered.

· The last day of the appeal for the Langford windfarm was yesterday, with the final answer being given on Friday 13th January.

9136.
MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

There were no Member representative reports.

9137.
RED BEAR CHILDREN’S CENTRE REPORT

Councillor Mrs Bundock gave the following report on the recent Red Bear Children’s Centre Partnership meeting:

The meeting discussed the proposals for the future of the Centres and they are now waiting for the final decision.  They were pleased that so many people had responded to the consultation on options.  The meeting was given an update on the very comprehensive self-evaluation and forward plan, as they are about to be reassessed on what they do.

9138.
TOWN PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP

Councillor Mrs Clarey gave the following report, with copies of the Action Notes of the recent meeting on the table for Members:


The Town Plan Implementation Group met on 15th November.  Members have been given copies of the Action Notes from that meeting, and a summary of their meeting with Ken Pollard that was given to the Town Enhancement meeting on 23rd November.  The Group will be giving further thoughts to running a farmers market in Stotfold at their next meeting.


Stotfold News will hopefully carry information on the Central Beds Car Sharing website, which is referred to on page 30 of the Town Plan – 16.6.1.  It had been suggested that this might be facilitated by the Town Council, although as the Central Beds website appears to be well used, there is no reason why Stotfold residents should not benefit from this.


The next meeting is on Tuesday 10th January 2012 at 2pm.

9139.
‘LIBRARIES FOR THE FUTURE’ – CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL CONSULTATION

Members were previously provided with a list of options from the consultation document, and were asked to consider which options they would like the future of our library to look like.  Members were advised that hard copies of the consultation questionnaire were available in the foyer for individuals to complete.  The consultation period ends on Wednesday 18th January 2012 and full details and online response form are available on the Central Beds Council website.


The option headings were as follows:
· Library as community space

· Computers and technology learning

· Information and learning

· Family library

· Advice and access to other services

· A place to read and relax


Resolved that Central Beds are advised that there are aspects of all the options that we would want to support, and many of those already take place here due to the configuration of the building.  Where we can, we could help provide other facilities not currently available.

9140.
MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

i)
Members were provided with copies of the receipts records for November and asked to approve payments for December 2011.


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.


ii)
Members were provided with the income and expenditure record for end November, together with the bank balances as at end November 2011.


Resolved that the income and expenditure report as at end November 2011, and the bank balances as at end November 2011 be noted. 

9141.
PLANNING COMMITTEE


9th November 2011

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2011.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried


23rd November 2011

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 23rd November 2011.


The minutes were carried with the following amendments:


 Minute 6349 remove ‘Vaughan Road’ and replace with ‘Arlesey Road’.  Councillor Dack’s name is to be added in the list of apologies.

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 23rd November 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9142.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2011.


Members then considered the recommendation from minute 6479:

· That in light of the information now provided, the Committee amends its previous resolution.  We are happy for the person to keep the <allotment> plot, with a new tenancy agreement being set up. 
The recommendation was resolved
With regard to minute 6476 it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the late Councillor Smith’s widow to advise her about the intention to plant bluebells in memorial to her late husband, and that Teasel will be liaising with her.

The minutes were then carried.

9143.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9144.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2011.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:


Minute 3248 reference to room 2 should be replaced with room 4, and the larger room is room 2.


Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried. 

9145.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 23rd November 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 23rd November 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9146.
EVENTS COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Turner asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Events Committee meeting held on Tuesday 1st November 2011.


The minutes were carried.

9147.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

There were none.

9148.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

The this morning’s Central Beds Development Management meeting, the Taylor’s Road planning application for housing was refused, the Land South of Stotfold Parcel 1 was approved.

A lady from Stotfold called Joanne was for some time top of the leader board on Beds, Herts, Bucks Heart Radio’s ‘Big Town Showdown’.  Congratulations were forwarded to her!


Thanks were given to Councillor Mrs Bundock for supplying the delicious mince pies that were enjoyed by Members before this meeting.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.20pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED
09/12/11


