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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

Notice is hereby given that

A meeting of the Town Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Simpson Centre, Stotfold on Wednesday 7th April 2010 commencing at 7.30pm

AGENDA

1. Chairman’s Announcements.                

2. Disclosures of Members Interest on matters contained in this agenda. Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point. 
3. Apologies.

4. Report from a Representative of Bedfordshire Constabulary.

5. Oral questions from Electors.

6. To receive and adopt the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd March 2010.

7. To receive the minutes of the Annual Town Council meeting held on Wednesday 11th March 2010.

8. Matters arising from previous minutes for information, as detailed in the appended Clerks’ Report.

9. To consider correspondence received as detailed in the appended Clerk’s Report.

10. To receive a report from a Central Beds Authority Councillor on matters pertaining to Stotfold.

11. To receive a report from Member Representatives on outside Bodies.

12. To receive a report on the Community Leisure Centre Project.  

13. To receive a report on the Code of Conduct training course attended by Councillors Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey, Cooper and Mrs Cooper.  (Reminder for Members: second course is Tuesday 27th April, 7pm – 9pm, Chicksands – details of the Code, including declarations of interest).
14. To consider the notification of changes to bus service 90 (please see Clerk’s Report and appended papers).

15. To consider proposing to the Boundary Commission that Stotfold ceases to be in Bedfordshire, but is included within the Hertfordshire boundary (as per resident’s attached correspondence and reference to Oral Questions section from February Council meeting).
16. To consider asking for a copy of the recently re-negotiated Section 106 Agreement for the Land South of Stotfold.

17. Consider applications for grant assistance (please see Clerk’s Report).
18. To receive recommended Financial Regulations from Establishment Committee (attached).

This item will stand without discussion until the May Council meeting.

19. To receive the payments and receipts records for March 2010.

20. To receive the income and expenditure record for end March 2010, together with the bank balances as at end March 2010.

21. Committee Minutes:


Planning Committee


10th March 2010

· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday 10th March 2010. 
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 10th March 2010.
24th March 2010
· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday 24th March 2010
· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive and adopt the minute of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 24th March 2010.

31st March 2010
· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday 31st March 2010
· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive and adopt the minute of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 31st March 2010.


Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee
· Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th March 2010.
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Ground, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 10th March 2010.


Cemetery Management Committee
· Members of the Cemetery Management Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th March 2010.

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 17th March 2010.


Buildings Management Committee
· Members of the Buildings Management Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th March 2010.

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 17th March 2010.

Establishment Committee
·    Members of the Establishment Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th February 2010.
·    Members of the Council will be asked to receive, confirm and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee held on Wednesday 17th February 2010.
Town Enhancement Committee
·    Members of the Town Enhancement Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 24th February 2010.
·    Members of the Council will be asked to receive, confirm and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee held on Wednesday 24th February 2010.
22. Questions from electors on items arising from this evening's meeting.

23. Items for information purposes only.

Kate Elliott-Turner

Town Clerk
1st April 2010 
To: All Stotfold Town Councillors, Central Beds Councillors Street, Saunders and Dalgarno, PC Needham, representative of the Press and electorates of Stotfold
CLERK’S REPORT

TOWN COUNCIL – 7th April 2010 
MATTERS ARISING
Report on Community Leisure Centre Project (see minute 8497)
The re-drafted letter to Central Bedfordshire Council expressing concern about the funding for the Leisure Centre being put back to financial year 2012-13 has been sent.  A response has been received to advise that the provisional 2010/2011 capital programme agreed in February 2009, plus the additional slippage from the legacy authorities, has created serious financial challenges for the Council over the next three years.  The proposed capital programme has therefore been comprehensively reviewed and prioritised against agreed criteria, and the agreed capital programme represents an affordable and sustainable programme.  It is important to note, the capital programme does still include a provision for Stotfold Leisure Centre.  The Executive acknowledged that whilst the re-phasing of schemes was disappointing, given the financial pressures the Council was facing it was right for the programme in the short term to focus on schemes delivering priorities and efficiencies.  They anticipate that their review of options for the delivery of the Leisure Centre should be concluded by the end of March, and this will help inform a further review of the capital programme that Executive agreed should be undertaken at the end of the first quarter of the next financial year, with the objective of minimising the impact during 2011/2012.
CORRESPONDENCE

Arlesey Town Council – Civic Service
An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Sunday 25th April 2010 at 11.30pm at St Peter’s Church, Arlesey.  Refreshments will be provided after the service.

Stotfold Methodist Church – Quiz Evening
An invitation has been received for the Council to submit a team for their Quiz Evening taking place on Friday 30th April at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall.  Teams should be of four to six people and costs £4 per person (to include a light supper).

Stotfold Mill – Millers Wheel Quiz
An invitation has been received from Millers Wheel, the volunteer group that support the Mill, for this Council to submit a team for their Quiz Evening taking place on Friday 23rd April at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church Hall.  

The following item of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk

-
Bedfordshire Bugle – March 2010 (previously circulated to Members)

AGENDA ITEM 14
Simon Ayres, Public Transport Manager for Central Beds Council has forwarded the attached notification of proposed revision to Stotfold – Arlesey Taxibus service (90), and advises that it is their intention to tender for the proposed service during April, unless there are very strong representations from the affected towns.  He advises that the paper neglects to mention that the service will continue to run Mondays to Saturdays, although some early and late journeys will not operate on Saturdays.  He asks Members to focus on the positive benefits (e.g. through buses to Shefford, better connections with buses to Bedford, links to Fairfield Park, etc) which have been specifically requested by the Town Council’s and members of  public.
AGENDA ITEM 17
This April Council meeting shall consider grants up to £1,500 under ‘where powers exist’ and up to £1,500 under ‘S137’.  
October Council will consider allocating remaining monies in the two budgets, and those applications not successful in April may be held over until October meeting.
Grants where a specific power for the purpose exists
	Name of organisation
	Amount requested
	Purpose of grant
	Power

	Teasel
	£850
	To provide tools, health & safety equipment, specialist equipment, etc to maintain open spaces and footpaths around town
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s10, Highways Act 1980

	Stotfold Bowls Club
	£200
	To purchase 50m hose & mobile container to replace one destroyed in recent fire
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19

	Friends of St Mary’s Church 
	£1000
	To purchase folding tables for Church Hall.  Also a display board to publicise their organisation
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19

	St Mary’s Lower School Association
	£1250
	To purchase play equipment for children of St Mary’s School for ages 2 – 10 years of age 
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19

	1st Stotfold Scout Group
	£1500
	To replace current wooden single glazed windows at scout hut with UPVC windows and doors (materials only) 
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19

	Stotfold Twirlers
	£850
	Replace current uniforms and batons

	LGA 1972 S145 s1

	Tiny Tots (baby & toddler group)
	£323
	To purchase more play mats and toys for babies, and purchase toys for older children
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19



	King’s Baptist Church – Friday night ‘Activ8’ & youth club
	£1000
	To purchase Wii game consol and games, and projector and fittings for club
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19 (3)

	TOTAL
	£6973
	
	


For note

Open Spaces Act 1906 s10, Highways Act 1980 – gives powers to maintain open spaces, footpaths and bridleways
LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19 – gives powers to provide facilities, premises, etc for recreation and to assist others in providing such facilities
LGA 1972 S145 s1 – gives powers to provide or contribute towards others to provide entertainment of any nature, facilities or equipment to do so, and matters incidental to aforesaid
Grants where a specific power does not exist (Section 137 LGA 1972)

	Name of organisation
	Amount requested
	Purpose of grant

	Citizens Advice Bureau
	£550
	To purchase computer for outreach worker

	Stotfold District Guide Association
	£400 - £500
	Fund Guiding Centenary Finale and events

	Stotfold Community Safety Group
	£500
	Fund safety awareness projects throughout 2010/2011

	TOTAL
	£1550
	


S.137 may be used for the direct benefit to the area, or part of it, or all or some of its inhabitants, and benefit obtained must be commensurate with the expenditure incurred.  The decision of whether benefit would be in the interest of the area, or its inhabitants, and whether it would be commensurate with the expenditure incurred is made by the Council.
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