MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH APRIL 2010 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD 
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)




Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper



Mrs M Cooper





S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde





Mrs L Lewin



D Savill





L Stoter



Mrs C Turner





Mrs L Wilding

Also present:

Central Bedfordshire Councillors Street, Saunders and Dalgarno, 4 members of the public and the Clerk

8509.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman advised that a local young footballer, Anthony Shaw, who has had vision problems since birth has been accepted on to the England Partially Sighted Development Squad.  It was agreed that a letter of congratulations is sent to Anthony on his achievement.


Members were advised that Councillor Mrs Wilding has stepped down as Community Governor for St Mary’s School for personal reasons, and thanks were given for her hard work.  St Mary’s have been asked to advise if they wish the Town Council to nominate someone as a Community Governor.

8510.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillors Mrs Wilding and Mrs Turner declared an interest on the item relating to a grant application from the Community Safety Group, as they are both members.


Councillor Mrs Cooper declared an interest on the item relating to a grant application from the Stotfold Bowls Club as she is the Town Council’s representative on the Club.


Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel that they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

8511.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Saunders due to work commitments, Smith due to illness, and Mrs Haslett-Saunders due to work commitments.

8512.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

PC David Needham and PCSO Lisa Antoine both tendered their apologies.  A crime report for the month of March from PCSO Antoine was circulated to Members and is appended to these minutes.


It was pointed out that during March Arlesey had more crimes reported that Stotfold, and it was felt that the Specials should be called in again to deal with apparent increase in crime in both areas.


Thanks were given to PCSO Antoine for putting together the report for the meeting.

8513.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors at this point.

8514.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3RD MARCH 2010

The minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd March 2010, having been previously circulated to Members, were taken as read and it was:


Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd March 2010 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendments:


Minute 8506 – remove reference to Buildings Management Committee in two places and replace with Town Enhancement Committee.

8515.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH MARCH 2010


Minutes of the Annual Town meeting held on Wednesday 11th March 2010, having been previously circulated, were taken as read and it was:


Resolved that the following matters in minute 637 be referred to the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee for consideration:
· Poor condition of bark path at Riverside Playing Field

· To identify and forward to Highways suggested areas requiring yellow lines
The minutes were then confirmed as a true record.


MATTERS ARISING

8516.
Report on Community Leisure Centre Project (see minute 8497)

The re-drafted letter to Central Bedfordshire Council expressing concern about the funding for the Leisure Centre being put back to financial year 2012-13 has been sent.  A response has been received to advise that the provisional 2010/2011 capital programme agreed in February 2009, plus the additional slippage from the legacy authorities, has created serious financial challenges for the Council over the next three years.  The proposed capital programme has therefore been comprehensively reviewed and prioritised against agreed criteria, and the agreed capital programme represents an affordable and sustainable programme.  It is important to note, the capital programme does still include a provision for Stotfold Leisure Centre.  The Executive acknowledged that whilst the re-phasing of schemes was disappointing, given the financial pressures the Council was facing it was right for the programme in the short term to focus on schemes delivering priorities and efficiencies.  They anticipate that their review of options for the delivery of the Leisure Centre should be concluded by the end of March, and this will help inform a further review of the capital programme that Executive agreed should be undertaken at the end of the first quarter of the next financial year, with the objective of minimising the impact during 2011/2012.


The Chairman confirmed that the review of options has not yet been received.


CORRESPONDENCE
8517.
Arlesey Town Council – Civic Service

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Sunday 25th April 2010 at 11.30pm at St Peter’s Church, Arlesey.  Refreshments will be provided after the service.  The Chairman is not able to attend on this occasion, and the Vice-Chairman will attend on his behalf.

8518.
Stotfold Methodist Church – Quiz Evening

An invitation has been received for the Council to submit a team for their Quiz Evening taking place on Friday 30th April at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall.  Teams should be of four to six people and costs £4 per person (to include a light supper).  Councillor Cooper is to arrange a team.

8519.
Stotfold Mill – Millers Wheel Quiz

An invitation has been received from Millers Wheel, the volunteer group that support the Mill, for this Council to submit a team for their Quiz Evening taking place on Friday 23rd April at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church Hall.  Councillor Cooper is to arrange a team.

8520.
Sandy Town Council – Civic Service

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Sunday 9th May 2010 at 3pm in St Swithun’s Parish Church, followed by refreshments in the Council Offices after the Service.  The Chairman is able to attend this event.
8521.
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity – Reception

An invitation has been received from the Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire for the Chairman to attend a Reception at Southill Park, Southill on Saturday 5th June 2010 from 6pm to 8pm, followed by the Ceremony of Beating Retreat by the Minden Band of the Queen’s Division.  Tickets are £20 each and proceeds will be donated to ABF The Soldiers’ Charity.  The Chairman is able to attend this event.
8522.
St Mary’s Church – Scarecrow Festival

An invitation has been received for the Council to enter a scarecrow in the forthcoming Scarecrow Festival taking place on 19th and 20th June.  Councillor Mrs Cooper is willing to submit an entry, and asked for topical ideas to be forwarded to her.
8523.
The following item of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk

-
Bedfordshire Bugle – March 2010 (previously circulated to Members)

8524.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDS AUTHORITY COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Mrs Turner gave the following report:

· Sunnyside and Holmemead special needs schools in Biggleswade will shortly be merging and will be renamed the Ivel School, as they take children from a wide catchment area in places close to the River Ivel.
· The new Tesco store at Fairfield Park will be opening on 5th May and will be taking four of the five units.  It is thought that the fifth unit will be leased to a hairdressers.  In response to a query as to if and when Town and Parish Councils will start to be notified when an application for a licence is received, advised that she would investigate and report back.
· In response to a complaint regarding housing where there were recently three vacancies in Barndell Close, none were advertised on the housing list, but were filled, advised that there were currently 2,800 people currently on the social housing list, and that she would investigate the matter further.
· In response to a query as to when the Queen Street road works will commence advised that Basil Jackson is looking into the matter and she will report back to the Clerk.

· In response to a query regarding whether there will be access to the new Roecroft School on the Land South of Stotfold via Grange Drive once the school is open, advised that vehicular access would be via the Norton Road roundabout and Hitchin Road, but would check regarding Grange Drive.
Councillor Dalgarno gave the following report:

· He is the Vice-Chairman of the Fairfield Lower School Governors and they are currently looking to recruit a new Community Governor, and will ask if they wish the Town Council to nominate a person.

· Advised that he will shortly be moving to the High Street in Arlesey and will forward the Clerk his new address.

· Advised that funding is available from Central Beds Council for provision of bus shelters and suggested that the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee considers where possible new shelters should be sited.
Councillor Street gave the following report:

· Advised that approximately £900,000 of Section 106 money has become available for Etonbury School and will be used to provide an additional four classrooms.  The new Roecroft School is the only new school currently being provided by Central Beds Council, and the new classrooms at Etonbury is the only money being spent from their Capital Budget on Education.

· The Headteacher of Etonbury School has submitted his resignation and interviews for the post are being held. 

· He was reminded that he had promised to provide a copy of the Central Beds Council Standing Orders.

8525.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

There were no reports from Member representatives on outside bodies.
8526.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE TOWN PLAN

Councillor Mrs Clarey gave the following report:

· Councillors Collier, Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey and the Clerk have met to agree the Terms of Reference for the Town Plan Implementation Group.  This, together with a Monitoring Document, will be presented at the next Town Enhancement meeting and the May full Town Council meeting.

· A brief update on the Town Plan with an invitation to interested residents wishing to play a part in furthering the Plan will appear in the May edition of the Stotfold News.

· Laurent Martial has sent through the comments from Central Beds services and partners in the Town Plan as promised at the Annual Town Meeting.  Comments are not made to steer the Plan but offer assistance and provide expertise.  As these came through on Maundy Thursday, the Clerk and Councillor Mrs Clarey have yet to meet and discuss the implications of the comments.  We have also been asked to comment on the comments to assist Laurent and his team to move forward with other Parish and Town Plans.

· Following problems loading the full Plan on to the Town Council website, Councillor Stoter is working on the Town Plan having its own website which will save the Clerk having to email the document to interested residents.  The initial results look excellent, and thanks were given to Councillor Stoter for his time. 

8526.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

Councillor Collier gave the following report:

· The Community Leisure Centre Project Board will be meeting on Thursday 15th April 2010.

· The Roker Park planning application is now progressing and the issues previously holding it up have now been resolved.  The hold up was a difference in legal understanding on planning application requirements.

· When the review from Central Beds Council giving their view of the options available has been received a Special Meeting of the Council will be called.  There have been a number of Members who have indicated that they have their own options for the Project, and the Special Meeting will be an opportunity to consider all options.

8527.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE CODE OF CONDUCT TRAINING COURSE ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS MRS BUNDOCK, MRS CLAREY, COOPER AND MRS COOPER

Councillor Mrs Cooper gave the following report:

· The course was presented in two parts – Barbara Morris, Assistant Director, Legal and Democratic Services and Monitoring Officer, and Clare Harding, Corporate Policy Advisor (Equality & Diversity)
· The first half was loosely based on the Code of Conduct and referred to ten general principles as guidance: selflessness, objectivity, honesty/integrity, duty to uphold law, accountability, respect for others, openness, stewardship, leadership, personal judgement.

· Some of the obligations under the Code were: to treat others with respect, do not bully or intimidate staff, Councillors are members of the public, do not use your position to confer on or secure for yourself or any other person an advantage or disadvantage.

· Practical tips given were: to read agendas carefully before the meeting and plan what you want to say.

· The second half of the course was on equality legislation, and covered raising awareness with residents, assessing how we meet the needs of residents, training of staff and Councillors, and looking at the powers of Town and Parish Councils and their likely relevance to equality.


Members were reminded that a second course focusing on the details of the Code, including declarations of interest, is being held on Tuesday 27th April, 7pm – 9pm, at Chicksands.  Councillors Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey, Mrs Cooper, Cooper and Mrs Hyde advised that they would be interested in attended and the Clerk will book spaces.

8528.
TO CONSIDER THE NOTIFICATION OF CHANGES TO BUS SERVICE 90


Members were provided with a copy of a notification of revision to Stotfold – Arlesey Taxibus Service 90, from Simon Ayres, Public Transport Manager for Central Beds Council.  Mr Ayres advises that it is their intention to tender for the proposed service during April, unless there are very strong representations from the affected towns.  He advises that the service will continue to run Mondays to Saturdays, although some early and late journeys will not operate on Saturdays.  He identifies the positive benefits as through buses to Shefford, better connections with buses to Bedford, links to Fairfield Park, which have previously been requested by Stotfold and Arlesey Town Councils and members of the public.

Members considered the proposed timetable and report provided by Mr Ayres and it was:


Resolved that Mr Ayres is advised that we accept the proposed revision to bus service 90, and ask him to check that there is sufficient time to link between the trains and buses stopping for Arlesey Station, when putting together the final timetable to clarify the times for individual stops in Stotfold, and if feasible, to add a stop at Priory House, Chicksands after the last stop at Shefford which would assist residents in visiting Central Beds Council and possible employees wishing to use the service.


For information, Central Beds Councillor Dalgarno advised that a nearby landowner will soon be re-submitting a planning application for a private car park close to Arlesey Station, and although this will be within Henlow Parish Council boundary, Arlesey Town Council are pushing for this to be approved.

8529.
TO CONSIDER PROPOSING TO THE BOUNDARY COMMISSION THAT STOTFOLD CEASES TO BE IN BEDFORDSHIRE, BUT IS INCLUDED WITHIN THE HERTFORDSHIRE BOUNDARY


A letter from a resident, Mr Haskell, was previously circulated to Members and explained his reasons for his suggestion that Stotfold is included within the Hertfordshire county boundary.


Members felt that it would be useful to carry out a survey of residents in Stotfold to find out what the general feeling is, and also to establish from Central Government whether it would be feasible to change the boundaries as suggested.  It was pointed out that the Electoral Commission may undertake a boundary change by the request of a local council, by their own initiative or request from the Department of Communities and Local Government.  There are no boundary reviews at present.


Resolved that the Town Enhancement Committee is asked to investigate the suggestion that a proposal is put to the Boundary Commission that Stotfold ceases to be in Bedfordshire but is included within the Hertfordshire Boundary, and they are to report findings to full Council.


Central Beds Councillor Dalgarno left at this point.

8530.
TO CONSIDER ASKING FOR A COPY OF THE RECENTLY RE-NEGOTIATED SECTION 106 AGREEMENT FOR THE LAND SOUTH OF STOTFOLD

This follows recent notification that the document has been re-negotiated, and there may be changes which could affect the cycle route provision, etc.

Resolved that the recently re-negotiated Section 106 Agreement for the Land South of Stotfold is obtained.

8531.
CONSIDER APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT ASSISTANCE

Members were asked to consider grants received under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 and also grants where alternative powers exist.  A total of £1,500 is available at this meeting for allocation for Section 137, and £1,500 for alternative powers.  Councillors Mrs Bundock, Mrs Hyde and Collier declared an interest in the grant application from the Friends of St Mary’s Church as they are life members.  Due consideration was given to each application and it was:




Resolved that with regard to grants where there are specific powers:

· The Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee are asked to consider meeting the funding request from Teasel from their budgets this financial year, as Teasel carry out work on behalf of the Town Council and the community.  They are also to be asked to consider including a budget for the work Teasel carries out on behalf of the Council in future budget setting.
· 1st Stotfold Scouts Group are advised that on this occasion their application for grant funding has not been successful.

· The following grants are awarded, and the remaining sum of £17 is to be carried over to add to the £1,500 October consideration of grants:

	Name of organisation
	Purpose of grant
	Power
	Grant awarded

	Stotfold Bowls Club
	To purchase 50m hose & mobile container to replace one destroyed in recent fire
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19
	£200

	Friends of St Mary’s Church
	To purchase folding tables for Church Hall.  Also a display board to publicise their organisation
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19
	£200

	St Mary’s Lower School Association
	To purchase play equipment for children of St Mary’s School for ages 2 – 10 years
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19
	£300

	Stotfold Twirlers
	Replace current uniforms and batons
	LGA 1972 S145 (1)
	£250

	Tiny Tots (baby & toddler group)
	To purchase more play mats and toys for babies, and purchase toys for older children
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19
	£323

	King’s Baptist Church – Friday night ‘Activ8’ & youth club
	To purchase Wii game consol and games, and projector and fittings for club
	LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19
	£210

	Total
	£1,483



It was further:


Resolved that with regard to grants where there are no specific powers (Section 137), the following grants are awarded:

	Name of organisation
	Purpose of grant
	Grant awarded

	Citizens Advice Bureau
	To purchase computer for outreach worker
	£550

	Stotfold District Guide Association
	Fund Guiding Centenary Finale and events
	£450

	Stotfold Community Safety Group
	Fund safety awareness projects throughout 2010/2011
	£500

	Total
	£1,500



Although previously agreed that full Council are to consider grant applications, it was felt that due to the large number of applications received and the obvious increase in interest in applying for grants, it should be referred to the Establishment Committee to consider how to undertake this in the future.  It was also felt that once feedback is received from those awarded a grant, we should use it to promote the fact that the Council supports organisations within the town.

Resolved that the Establishment Committee reviews how best to undertake consideration of grant applications in the future.

8532.
TO RECEIVE RECOMMENDED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS FROM ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Members were previously circulated a copy of the recommended Financial Regulations.  As this constitutes an amendment to Standing Orders, this matter will stand adjourned without discussion until the May Council meeting.

8533.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR MARCH 2010

Members were provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for March 2010, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted. 

8534.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR END MARCH 2010, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END MARCH 2010

Members were provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end March 2010.

Resolved that the income and expenditure record for end March together with the bank balances as at end March 2010 be noted.  

8535.
PLANNING COMMITTEE


10th March 2010



Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th March 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 10th March 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


24th March 2010



Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 24th March 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 24th March 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

31st March 2010



Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 31st March 2010.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:



The header date should read 31st March and not 341st March.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 31st March 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried as amended.
8536.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th March 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 10th March 2010.


Members considered the recommendation from minute 6072:

· That the landowner of the field opposite the current Norton Road allotments, bounded by the A507 and Norton Road towards Letchworth is approached with a view to acquiring it for further allotments, as it is already served by a roadway and the water supply from the current allotments can extend to this area..

The recommendation was resolved and the minutes were then carried.

8537.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th March 2010.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:

Councillor Mrs Turner’s apologies to be included.


Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 17th March 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried as amended.

8538.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th March 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 17th March 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8539.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 24th March 2010.


The minutes were carried


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 24th March 2010.


Members were reminded that the recommendation under minute 2032 regarding Financial Regulations has been dealt with in a previous agenda item.  There were no further recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8540.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 24th March 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 24th March 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8541.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

Glenn Rickwood

Pointed out that there were a low number of residents in attendance at the recent Annual Town Meeting, and suggested looking at another venue, time or format for the meeting to attract more residents.  He suggested possibly holding the meeting at Fairfield Park, or in a marquee at the Mill Weekend, and the Clerk advised that the Annual Town Meeting had to be held between 1st March and 1st June inclusive and will investigate the matter of venues further, particularly as a marquee or the event itself may be covered by an alcohol licence, permanent or temporary, and this would prohibit its use as a venue for the Annual Town Meeting.
8542.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

The Chairman advised that the collection from the recent Civic Service at St Mary’s Church raised £128.85 for the Roe’s Educational Charity.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.43pm

CHAIRMAN
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