MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2010 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper



Mrs M Cooper





S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde





Mrs L Lewin



B Saunders





M Smith



Mrs C Turner

Also present:
Central Bedfordshire Councillors Street and Saunders, Sergeant Russell Glennister, Sergeant Andy Rivers and PC Lee Prutton of Bedfordshire Police, 4 members of the electorate and the Clerk

8660.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Asked for a volunteer for the November 9th Councillor Surgery 6pm – 8pm, Councillor Mrs Turner has already volunteered.
· Advised Members that they will be asked to nominate a Town Council representative for the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field at the November Council meeting, as the term of office of the current representative, Mr Michael Sharman, will come to an end.

8661.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

8662.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Haslett-Saunders, Savill, Mrs Wilding and Central Bedfordshire Councillor Dalgarno.

8663.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

PC Prutton

Circulated copies of the Crime Report for September, and pointed out that all reported crime has decreased in the last twelve months.  There were a total of 27 reports of Anti-Social Behaviour during September, 28 reports of Crime which is a small increase on the previous month, 5 reports of Violence Against the Person, 6 reports of Burglary, 10 reports of Criminal Damage, and 2 reports of Theft From Motor Vehicle.  A copy of the report is appended to the minutes on file.


Sergeant Glennister

Thanked Council for their efforts and support regarding the new Street Warden Scheme.  Volunteers have signed up and patrols will shortly take place.

Sergeant Rivers

Was introduced by Sergeant Glennister as the Sergeant for the newly changed SNT area.  Members had previously been circulated copies of a document explaining the changes to the structure and working arrangements of the Safer Neighbourhood Teams within Central Bedfordshire.  Stotfold will now fall into the Shefford, Stotfold & Arlesey ILNA (Inspector Led Neighbourhood Area), which takes in Campton & Chicksands, Shefford, Meppershall, Clifton, Henlow, Langford, Astwick, Arlesey and Stotfold.


He advised that with regard to reported crime, operations are currently taking place to deter burglaries, particularly with the dark nights looming.

In response to a question about the response time for a visit to a resident following a burglary, and the lack of support between the burglary taking place and the actual police visit, he advised that ideally all burgled property should be forensically analysed within 24 hours.  They are now using an appointment system to make sure that when they visit a victim of burglary, someone is home to meet them.  Any complaints about the response time should be directed to Sergeant Rivers.


He advised that burglary is currently one of their main targets.  The Police can supply Smart Water which has its own DNA which helps to identify your property after it has been stolen.  It also doesn’t wash off a burglar!  Residents can also sign up to the Ringmaster scheme which either texts or emails you with details of local crimes.

The local policing team, in particular our PCSO, was praised for their hard work and for acting on complaints received.  Sergeant Rivers advised that although the Government has scrapped the 10 point policing pledge, the Police are still following it.


With regard to the types of crime reports presented, the level currently given at Council meetings is more than the Home Office guidance states, however Sergeant Rivers is happy for the current level to continue.


With regard to Anti-Social Behaviour, every report now goes on the system, whether it was telephoned through, emailed or advised in person, and the new police system shows when it was reported, how it was dealt with and actions taken.

8664.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS
· Query over missing second class post, and whether the Council could do anything to help.  The Clerk will provide the resident with details on the Royal Mail’s missing post enquiry line.
· Query regarding Etonbury School and dropping off and collecting pupils.  Parents are dropping off children at the school and this is a very quick process, however when collecting children, parents find they need to park to wait.  Parents can use the Fox & Duck car park, but this is apparently sometimes full.  Can parents wait in the semi-circle area to the front of the school?  Sergeant Rivers advised that he would shortly be tackling parking again at the school, and that if he enforces no parking outside the school, then this would apply to mornings and afternoons.
8665.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 2010

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 1st September 2010 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

8666.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2010

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Thursday 16th September 2010 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


MATTERS ARISING

8667.
Report from a representative of Bedfordshire Police (see minute 8637-01/09/10)

A letter has been sent to Alistair Burt MP to request that further information is allowed to be reported by Police at Town Council meetings.

8668.
Roecroft School Governors Report (see minute 8640-01/09/10)

A letter has been sent to Highways requesting that a temporary 30mph speed limit is requested for the A507 roundabouts to slow down traffic.

8669.
Report from a Central Bedfordshire Councillor (see minute 8644-01/09/10)

Councillor Dalgarno is still to provide the Clerk with an update on repairs to Queen Street, however Councillor Mrs Turner advised that she has been chasing on a weekly basis and the latest update is that Taylor Wimpey now have a copy of the Section 278 Highway Works Agreement, but are being chased by Central Beds to sign it.


CORRESPONDENCE

8670.
St Mary’s Church Quiz Night

An invitation has been received for the Council to enter a team of 4 to 6 people in the above quiz taking place on Saturday 16th October 2010.  Tickets are £5 per person and include supper.  Councillor Cooper will organise a team.
8671.
Alistair Burt MP – Update on matters

A copy of a letter from Alistair Burt MP was previously circulated to Members for information.  It covered the following topics: policing, education and gypsy & traveller sites, and is on file in the office.

8672.
Meeting with Alistair Burt MP

An invitation has been received inviting Members to attend Alistair Burt MP’s regular meetings with Town & Parish Councils.  There are two dates: Friday 26th November, Biggleswade Conservative Club, 7.15pm, and Saturday 27th November, Sharnbrook Village Hall, 9.45am.  He will be picking up on local topics and concerns, as well as national issues affecting local communities, and welcomed suggestions for appropriate topics for the agenda.  Councillors Cooper and Mrs Cooper will attend the Biggleswade session.

8673.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Street gave the following report:

· They are waiting for the outcome of the Government’s funding review to establish how much they will get from the Government’s grant. Central Beds currently receive 29% funding from the Government, and don’t want to see that cut so that it falls on the tax payer to make up the difference.
· The building works for the new Roecroft School have now started, and should be ready for next September.  It is the only school being built in the Central Beds area.  The Chairman advised that neither he, or a representative of the Town Council had been invited to attend the digging ceremony at the start of the build, and that Central Beds had missed out on a very good P.R. opportunity.
· There have been good reports with regard to the new Etonbury School Headteacher.  The school had an Ofsted inspection last week and it appeared to have gone well.

· Central Beds is waiting for the results of the recent proposed ward boundary changes.  Stotfold is currently in the same ward as Arlesey, but it is expected that the boundary will change to include Langford and not Arlesey.  It is hoped that this will be in time for the elections next year, taking place on 5th May.

· The Central Beds Councillors were advised by a Member that this Council needs more, and better communication with Central Beds Councillors between Council meetings.  This Council was advised that Central Beds would be undertaking a review of their budgets and capital programme on 28th September, however it was established at the last minute that this matter was not included on their agenda, and the Clerk hadn’t been informed that this was the case, particularly by the Central Beds Councillors.  They were asked that if they are notified of any important matter relating to Stotfold which they feel needs to be advised before the next Council meeting, that they contact the Clerk with that information.  The Clerk advised that as of last week she had been approached by the newly set up Community Engagement Team who were in place to obtain copies of Town Council agendas to assist Central Beds Councillors with any information they might be able to pass on to Town Councils.

· A Member advised that they had recently called the Council Tax department direct line and after being put on hold several times and for lengthy periods, she had eventually been cut off.  A complaint has been made about this matter.
· Following a query over whether the Chief Executive’s salary would be reviewed as a result of the Government’s financial cuts, and was advised that although Central Beds are making big cuts to their own finances, the Chief Executive’s salary is set in his contract and it would be for him to decide whether he wanted to review this.
8674.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Roecroft School Governors

Councillor Mrs Bundock, gave the following update on the relocation of the school:


There have been delays, many of which could have been avoided.  Mouchel will no longer be involved.  Mr Stephen Bird, Central Beds Officer in overall charge of bringing this project to fruition now has my admiration for having coped with massive frustration every step along the way.  A Contractor, Morgan Sindall, has been appointed and work has started on site.  There are difficulties, not least that the services the developers should have provided on site where not in place.


School Head and Governors are to be kept informed with monthly updates on progress on the timetable for the build, and Councillor Mrs Bundock will be attending monthly site meetings.  The Project Manager is determined the site handover will be the end of August 2011. 


St Mary’s School Governors

Glenn Rickwood, Community Governor, gave the following report:


The Red Bear Centre is now in full swing, with the school office being relocated and disruption being kept to a minimum.  It is hoped that all required works will be completed by Christmas.


Recent events

The Autumn Fayre and Harvest Festival events were very successful.  The author, Steve Darlow, recently spoke to Key Stage 2 pupils about Battle of Britain Day.  A ‘Skip-Hop’ day was organised by the Sports Partnership.  Many clubs are available for Key Stages 1 and 2: football, netball, art, junior engineers, etc.


Visits


The school has made two recent visits, following themes being studied: National Space Centre in Leicester and the Shuttleworth Museum.

The Headteacher, Colin Phelps, has concerns regarding the school admissions as they are oversubscribed and will be unable to admit all the children wishing to attend the school in January and possibly the Easter intake.  With the continued growth in housing in Stotfold, he doesn’t foresee the problem being resolved in the next 2 – 4 years.


Mr Phelps has asked if the Council would consider organising a meeting with the Headteachers, Ian Kite of BEST and Central Beds Councillors and Officers to discuss the best way forward with regard to Stotfold school admission numbers.  The Town Council has approached Central Beds in the past and asked them to provide extra school places especially with additional housing being built in the St Mary’s School catchment area.


Resolved that a meeting is set up in the New Year with the Stotfold Headteachers, Ian Kite of BEST, Town Council and Central Beds Councillors and Officers to try to find a solution to the problem.

8765.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

Members had previously been notified that following advice that Central Beds Executive was to consider the capital programme at their meeting on 28th September, we have now been advised that this wasn’t included on their agenda due to a lack of information ready to enable the review to take place, and also because of the forthcoming Central Government review.

The latest information is that the review will now take place at the Executive meeting scheduled for 2nd November.  This therefore holds up plans for the Chairman and Clerk to meet with the various relevant department heads and Portfolio Holders to discuss the outcome of that review.


A Member proposed the following:

1)
That Central Beds Council are asked to take on the Leisure Centre Project as their own project.


2)
Hold the meeting with the heads of department and Portfolio Holders before the 2nd November Executive meeting.


3)
Remind Central Beds Council that there are no restrictions to the unitary authority on borrowing.


4)
Remove the Project Manager, Mr Adrian Lear, from the project.


There were no seconders to any of the above proposals, and they therefore fell.

8766.
TO APPROVE AMENDED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE (RE CITIZENS AWARDS), AS PER COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION


The amended Terms of Reference were previously provided to Members with the last Town Enhancement minutes.  It was pointed out that for clarification, the reference in the Terms to Mid Beds Council or their successors should be removed and replaced with Central Bedfordshire Council.


As the Terms of Reference form part of the Council’s Standing Orders, this item will now stand adjourned without discussion until the November Council meeting.

8767.
TO RECEIVE THE COMPLETED AUDIT AND ANNUAL RETURN FROM THE AUDITORS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2010, TOGETHER WITH THE AUDITOR’S REPORT

Members were previously provided with a copy of the signed Audit Certificate and Annual Return from the Auditors, together with the Auditor’s report.  The only issue noted by the Auditors was that the level of Fidelity Insurance was not felt to be sufficient, however this matter was in hand and at the time of the audit the insurance company was processing the increase request.  The Fidelity Insurance level has since been increased.


Resolved that the signed Audit Certificate and Annual Return be noted.

8768.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR SEPTEMBER 2010

Members were previously provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for September 2010, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

8769.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR END SEPTEMBER 2010, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END SEPTEMBER 2010

Members were previously provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end September 2010, and it was:


Resolved that the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end September  2010 be noted.

8770.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

8th September 2010

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th September 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 8th September 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


22nd September2010



Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22nd September 2010.


The minutes were carried. 

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 22nd September 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8771.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th September 2010.


The minutes were carried, with the following amendments:


Minutes 6188 and 6189 should be Resolved items not Recommended.

Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th September 2010.

Following a request from the office regarding minute 6193 asking for clarification on whether what was recorded is a correct record of what was agreed, as no definitive decision was agreed at this meeting, it was:

Resolved that minute 6193 is referred back to the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to establish a clearly worded recommendation to Council.

There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8772.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th September 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th September 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8773.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th September 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th September 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8774.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22nd September 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22nd September 2010.


Members considered the recommendations from minute 2072:


That all Councillors attend a training session on the Power of Wellbeing, to take place at the Simpson Centre, during an evening to be arranged with Members and BATPC.  Following the training session, Members are to consider adopting the Power of Wellbeing.


And minute 2073:

That the drafted Financial Risk Assessment for the year 2010/2011 be approved.


And minute 2074:


That the drafted Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit for the year 2010/2011, with minor amendments for clarification is approved.


And minute 2076:

That the following grants are approved:


Stotfold Bowls Club


£880


Stotfold Parents Association

£117


1st Stotfold Scouts Association
£520


Haig Fund



£150

LGA 1972 Section 137


Victim Support


£200

LGA 1972 Section 137


Fairfield Hall Residents Assoc
£250

LGA 1972 Section 137


Vitalise



£435.75
LGA 1972 Section 137


Stotfold Library


£250

LGA 1972 Section 137


The recommendations were resolved and the minutes were then carried.

8775.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING
· A query over whether the recent fair visit will be charged for the apparent poor condition of The Green after they left.  The Clerk will carry out an inspection and take appropriate action.

· A suggestion that a new school could be built to accommodate the required number of school places for the area, together with leisure facilities which could be shared with the public.  This has been looked into before by the Council.

8776.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.23pm

CHAIRMAN




DATED
PAGE  
7
07/10/10


