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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

Notice is hereby given that

A meeting of the Town Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Simpson Centre, Stotfold on Wednesday 6th July 2011 commencing at 7.30pm
AGENDA
1. Mayor’s announcements and civic attendance (see Clerk’s Report)            
2. Disclosures of Members Interest on matters contained in this agenda 

Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point. 
3. Apologies for absence
4. Report from a Representative of Bedfordshire Police
5. Oral questions from Electors
6. Councillor vacancies

To receive nominations for the two current Councillor vacancies, and to co-opt two new Members.  This will be by secret paper ballot, as per our Standing Orders.  Copies of four applications for the vacancies are copied for Members.

7. Council minutes

To receive and adopt minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 1st June 2011.

8. Matters arising

For information, to receive the matters arising from previous Minutes as detailed in the appended Clerk’s Report.

9. Correspondence

To consider correspondence received as detailed in the appended Clerk’s Report – None to report.
10. Central Bedfordshire Councillor report


To receive a report from a Central Bedfordshire Councillor on matters pertaining to Stotfold.

11. Member Representative reports

To receive a report from Member Representatives on outside Bodies.
12.
Report on Red Bear Children’s Centre Partnership Group Meeting

To receive a report from Councillor Mrs Bundock on the Red Bear Children’s Centre meeting which she and Councillor Mrs Turner attended.

13.
Report on meeting with Alistair Burt MP & Alf Hitchcock, Chief Constable of Bedfordshire Police

To receive a report from Councillor Dack on the above meeting, which he attended with Councillors Cooper and Mrs Cooper.
14.
Community Leisure Centre project

To receive a report on the Community Leisure Centre project.
15.
Claim from tenant farmer at Arlesey Road (Leisure Centre site)

Central Beds Council has agreed to pay the tenant farmer’s 2010 claim for loss of crops, etc (Arlesey Road proposed Leisure Centre site).  However, they advise that in view of the fact that the Leisure Centre is a joint project between the two Councils, they now ask whether the Town Council is prepared to make a contribution towards this payment, and possibly meet them half way.  Half the claim amount as our contribution would be £1,859.
16.
Annual Report 2011

To receive the 2011 Annual Report which has been circulated to Members, is on the Council’s website, deposited at the Library, Co-operative and Tesco stores, and is available in the Council office foyer.  It will also be included in the Council’s section of the Stotfold News.
17.
Terms of Reference for Sub-Committees

Amendments to the Terms of Reference for Sub-Committees were resolved at the May Council meeting, and adjourned at the last Council meeting.  A copy of the wording to be inserted in Terms of Reference for Sub-Committees and Working Groups is copied for Members.
18.
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee – Lighting of the Beacon

To consider a request from the Civic & Ceremonial Support Officer (Lieutenancy) at Central Beds Council, and the National Pageant Office, to light the beacon at the Cemetery on 4th June 2012 in honour of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, and forming part of the network of Beacons that will be lit throughout the country.
19.
Rescission of previous resolutions – formation of an Events Committee

Members are asked to consider the following proposal to rescind two previous resolutions – copy of five signatures, proposal and previous resolutions copied for Members.


PROPOSAL: ‘That the two resolutions <8971 & 8945> be reconsidered at the July Council meeting, in order that an Events Committee is set up to co-ordinate the organisation of the Queen’s Jubilee and Olympic events in Stotfold, as they are so closely related in time.  Committee Membership will need to be set at the July meeting in order that progress can be made on organising these events.  Committee Membership may also include appropriate members of the community.  We propose that a budget of £1,000 from the Council’s General Reserves is made available for the Events Committee to use in the organisation of these events, and should they require additional funds, they must approach full Council’
20.
Events Committee membership and Terms of Reference

To approve the Terms of Reference (attached, and also to include the additional Terms in item 17 if approved) of the Events Committee, and set Councillor membership of that Committee.

21.
Community Building – Land South of Stotfold

To receive the proposed plans for the Land South of Stotfold Community Building (attached for Members).  The Clerk has been working hard to get the developers to produce the building plans to the requirements we originally requested.  The developers will be submitting their planning application shortly, and this item has been included to give Members a chance to view the plans prior to receiving them under Planning Committee consultation.  Members are asked to approve the plans in order that the developers can submit their planning application.

22.
Big Library Debate

The Town Enhancement Committee has requested that this item is included on the agenda.  A copy of the Big Library Debate consultation form has previously been circulated to Members.  The Town Council is not formally being consulted at this stage.  Feedback from the current engagement activities will be collated and Central Beds will formally seek feedback from the public, stakeholders (Town Council) and partners on options starting in August.  Any consultation responses already forwarded to the Clerk will be passed on to Central Beds Council.
23.
Councillor & staff photographs

To approve instructing Peter Trulock to take Council photos of the four new Councillors and the new Administration Assistant, to be displayed on the Council’s website and foyer notice board.  Cost £95
24. 
Monthly accounts

i)
To receive the payments list for July 2011, and receipts records for June 2011 (to be presented).

ii)
To receive the income and expenditure record for end June 2011 (to be presented), together with the bank balances as at end June 2011 (enclosed).
25. 
Committee Minutes:

Planning Committee
1st June 2011
· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  1st June 2011
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 1st June 2011
8th June 2011
· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  8th June 2011
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 8th June 2011
22nd June 2011
· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  22nd June 2011
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 22nd June 2011
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee
· Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th June 2011
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Ground, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 8th June 2011
Town Enhancement Committee
· Members of the Town Enhancement Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  22nd June 2011
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 22nd June 2011
Establishment Committee
· Members of the Establishment Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  22nd June 2011
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 22nd June 2011
26.
Questions from electors on items arising from this evening's meeting.
27. 
Items for information purposes only.
Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk
1st July 2011
To: All Stotfold Town Councillors, Central Bedfordshire Authority Councillors, representative of Bedfordshire Police, representative of the press, and electorates of Stotfold.
CLERK’S REPORT

Council – 6th July 2011

ITEM 1 – MAYOR’S CIVIC ATTENDANCE
The Mayor has attended the following events since the last meeting:

· 5th June - Stotfold Mill Nature Reserve official opening, 11.45am

· 9th June – Let’s Talk Together (CBC event), Etonbury School, 7pm

· 18th June – Stotfold Junior Football Club Presentation Evening
· 17th June – Fairfield Players performance of ‘Sudden Death at Nortonbury Manor’
The Mayor has been invited to:

· 9th July – Stotfold Big Tidy Up, The Green, from 11am

· 17th July – Henlow Lakes & Riverside Ltd opening of 1st phase development, from 10.30am

ITEM 8 - MATTERS ARISING
Chairman’s announcements & civic attendance (see minute 8956-01/06/11)
A letter has been sent to Dr Lincoln on his retirement from Stotfold Surgery.

Report from a representative of Bedfordshire Police (see minute 8958-01/06/11)
In response to our query regarding licensing laws and codes of practice for the slaughter profession, Central Beds advise:
All persons licensed to slaughter must comply with the legal requirements set out in The Welfare of Animals (Slaughter or Killing) Regulations 1995 (as amended).  A link to the regulations: www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1995/731/contents/made. 

The regulations make it an offence to cause or permit, avoidable pain, excitement, or suffering to any animal during the slaughter process.  This covers all aspects of the slaughter process from lairaging, restraining, stunning, slaughtering or killing.

It may also be relevant to know about the National Fallen Stock Scheme.  This is a scheme which employs ‘knackers’ men who collect fallen stock from farmers, and take the carcases for approved incineration or rendering.  A Knackers’ man is often licensed as a slaughter man and may be called out to a farm by the farmer, to kill, collect and dispose of any livestock accordingly.

A person licensed to carry out such activities needs to have the skill and knowledge to perform the tasks humanely and efficiently.
No response has been received to date from the RSPCA on why they have not made any response to previous calls of concern about the welfare of animals in the field on Rook Tree Lane.

Minutes of Annual Town Meeting 2011 (see minute 8963-01/06/11)
Phil Mitchinson of Grand Union Housing (on behalf of Aragon Housing) visited the Council offices on 29th June and discussed their plans for the Hallworth House site with three Members and the Clerk.  The planning application for the site will be considered at the 13th July Planning Committee meeting.
Getting the community engaged in Olympics London 2012 (see minute 8971-01/06/11)
A letter has been sent to Lloyd Conway and Victoria Pendleton regarding the Olympic torch coming through Stotfold, and to put Victoria’s name forward for holding it on its journey in this area of the country.
Internal Auditor’s Report, and Section 4 of the Annual Return (see minute 8976-01/06/11)
To confirm, a copy of the Internal Auditor’s amended and signed report was previously circulated to Members, together with a copy of an email as evidence that she was happy with our internal accounting procedures.  The completed Annual Return has now been submitted for External Audit.
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