



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6TH JANUARY 2010 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper



Mrs M Cooper





S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde





B Saunders



D Savill







L Stoter



Mrs C Turner





Mrs L Wilding

Also present:
Central Bedfordshire Councillors Street and Saunders, 2 members of the public, and the Clerk.
8433.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman advised of the sad passing of Councillor Mrs Lewin’s husband, Fred, on 30th December 2009.  A letter of condolence will be sent from Members.

Congratulations were given to Teasel for winning the CPRE Mark Award for their work on the Mill Meadows.  The Campaign for the Protection of Rural England had nominated the group for the award along with 13 other praiseworthy groups/schemes in Bedfordshire.  The brass plaque will be displayed in The Mill.

8434.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Bundock declared an interest in receipt number 10276 of the income sheets.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest to declare, they should do so at that point.

8435.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Lewin due to family bereavement, Mrs Haslett-Saunders due to work commitments, Smith due to weather conditions and PC Needham.
8436.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

PC Needham had given his apologies as he was dealing with multiple vehicle accidents due to the current adverse weather conditions.  He had asked for the following update to be given to Members:


He is currently looking into getting a Dispersal Order which would last for a six month period, and mean that youths congregating in groups of two or more would be prohibited.  They would be given one warning to disperse and if they didn’t they would be arrested.  He is undertaking a large amount of research on this at the moment to see if there is a big enough problem in Stotfold to pursue this, and will also be consulting the Youth Service for their thoughts.


Another possible Order he may look to pursue is, where Police find under 16 year olds out after 9pm the Police would be legally obliged to take them home.  This would act as a sort of curfew.  Again, this Order would last for a six month period. 

The Level 1 Plan which focuses targeted policing in the area of the One Stop Shop has been working successfully.  They have arrested three people dealing drugs in the area, and alcohol has also been seized.


PC Needham asked that if there were any questions Members would like to put to him, to please advise the Clerk who will pass them on.


A Member expressed despair over the lack of action from residents in response to the hard work in reducing traffic problems outside Etonbury School and advised that some residents were being verbally abusive when being asked to move on.  She suggested that the traffic warden be brought in to deal with the problems, as unless vehicles are causing an obstruction it is not a Police matter.

With regard to the possible Dispersal Order, a hotspot area which could be targeted is the rear of the Memorial Hall, and also the footway to the rear of the Simpson Centre where illegal substances are allegedly being passed.

8437.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors at this point.
8438.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND DECEMBER 2009

The minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd December 2009 were previously circulated to Members, and it was:


Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd December 2009 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

8439.
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2009

The minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Wednesday 9th December 2009 was circulated.  Members were given time to read them, and it was:



Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 9th December 2009 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendments:


Second page – Councillor Cooper’s name should be removed and replaced with Councillor Collier, and Councillor Mrs Turner’s first name should be Christina and not Christine.


MATTERS ARISING

8440.
Report from a representative of Bedfordshire Constabulary (see minute 8410-02/12/09)
A response has been received from Chief Inspector Waring regarding our concerns over the new regulations prohibiting our Beat Manager from producing detailed local crime reports for our meetings.  He advises that he will confirm the position of the provision of data and information and relay this back to us early in the New Year.  He also advised that he is trying to introduce a more robust and consistent method of engagement with the communities in central Bedfordshire, of which the Town and Parish Councils are pivotal, and this will include a proper report of issues and performance by the Neighbourhood Team.  Integral to this is senior officer engagement to ensure that the Council have the opportunity to ask questions and receive reports of strategic direction.
8441.
Comments in response to the Central Beds review of local bus services (see minute 8422-02/12/09)


One Member has forwarded comments to the Clerk, and those together with a compilation of comments from a previous bus review were forwarded to Central Beds.  Copies of the final response can be obtained from the Clerk.


For information, a new bus review has been issued by Central Beds and relates to buses serving Arlesey, Letchworth, Stotfold and the Fairfield Park area.  Simon Ayres, Transport Officer for Central Beds will be attending the February meeting of the Council to answer any questions before Council responds to the consultation.

8442.
 To receive a report on the Community Leisure Centre Project (see minute 8421-09/12/09)

In response to a question raised under this minute, with regard to money recently spent on the project due to delays, the Chairman advised that nothing extra had been spent on the Arlesey Road side of the project, but that for the Roker Park aspect additional survey work had been carried out at £700 and additional work on the Section 106 Agreement at £1,750.  A total of £2,530.  These additional costs were due to last minute changes to the planning application and Section 106 requested by the Planners and Legal Team.  With regard to money spent on staff and meeting times, we do not have, and never have had, a system to record staff time spent for each Committee or project.

8443.
Establishment Committee (see minute 8431-09/12/09)

In response to a question raised under this minute over whether the recommendation in the minute means a recommendation to Council to consider the matter again, or a recommendation to Council to approve a new decision on the matter, advice has been sought from BATPC who confirm that the recommendation is to approve a new decision on the matter.

CORRESPONDENCE

8444.
 Friends of St Mary’s Church – Quiz Night

An invitation has been received for the Council to enter a team of up to 6 people in the quiz taking place on 6th February at St Mary’s Church Hall, commencing at 7.30pm.  Tickets are £5 per person and include light refreshments.  Councillor Cooper is to organise a team.
8445.
Central Bedfordshire Community Safety Partnership – ‘Meet the Partners’

An invitation has been received for a representative of Council to attend the above event taking place on Tuesday 19th January between 6pm and 9pm at Priory House, Chicksands.  The Central Bedfordshire Community Safety Partnership is newly formed.  The statutory partnership consists of the Police, Police Authority, Central Bedfordshire Council, NHS Bedfordshire, Combined Fire Authority, and will shortly include the Probation Service.  Any Member wishing to attend is to advise the Clerk.
8446.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Street gave the following report:
· With regard to the Gypsy and Traveller site consultation, Stotfold was taken off the shortlist.  At the recently held Sustainable Communities and Overview Committee meeting, of the 11 sites on the shortlist, 3 have now been withdrawn.  This leaves a shortfall of approximately 6 pitches.  None originally put forward for Stotfold were re-introduced.  Those sites remaining on the shortlist will now go out for public consultation.  He read from a Central Beds press release which was issued during the afternoon of the above meeting: “...it is now for the Portfolio Holder of Sustainable Development, Councillor Tom Nicols, to make the final decision which sites will be put out for public consultation...”  Councillor Nicols is quoted as saying in the press release “...I will now take into consideration their (Sustainable Communities and Overview Committee) recommendations when reviewing the current shortlist...This will of course need to reflect Government guidance on the sustainable location of sites......no final decision has been taken on the Gypsy and Traveller sites for Central Bedfordshire and there is still a long way to go in the process”.  It appears that one person is making the decisions, and he does not agree with this taking place.
· The Children, Families and Young People Task Force, of which he is Chair, is currently looking into youth provision in Central Bedfordshire.  They hope to come up with recommendations for better youth provision in about three months time, which will also include the thoughts and aspirations of the young people themselves.

· With regard to the Boundary Committee for England’s current boundary review, Central Beds will make recommendations to their full Council tomorrow evening.  The Conservative proposal is that Stotfold, in any future election (May 2011), should link with Astwick and Langford and have three Central Beds Members.  By 2013 these three parishes should have over 10,000 population, equating to three Members for the Ward, and each elected Member would have 3,747 electors.  The Boundary Committee are insisting that each Member has 3,600 as an average, with 10% flexibility either way.  The Liberal Democrat recommendation is to lose Fairfield to another Ward, and the Stotfold and Arlesey Central Beds Councillors do not want to see this.
· With regard to the current housing development plan for development up to 2026, Stotfold is to provide a further 94 dwellings over the next 11 years.  This is below the Core Strategy range and to remedy this, 2 sites have been proposed which are within the existing settlement envelope – Roker Park site and the present Roecroft Lower School, which is to relocate to the Land South of Stotfold.  They are looking at developing the whole of the Roecroft site, but he would like to keep the far meadow side of the site as a playing field.
Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest at this point, and asked whether the additional housing included the development on The Green adjacent to Roker Park, and was advised that it doesn’t as this has already been accounted for.

· A trial is taking place in New Road, Clifton for road repairs.  Instead of using bitumen to glue together the aggregate, which can be very expensive, they are using recycled chip fat!

· He was asked to clarify which roads are to be gritted during the current adverse weather conditions, as it used to be bus routes and roads outside schools, although the latter are no longer priority.  Regent Street also appears not to be on the salting/gritting list, although this is a bus route.  The current Central Beds magazine states that all A, B and C classified roads should be salted/gritted, and the current Highways 5 Year Programme states that Astwick Road and Regent Street are classified roads.  Councillor Street confirmed that it should be A, B and C roads, but at present they are just doing A and B roads.  He agreed that Regent Street should be on the list, and confirmed that Basil Jackson of Highways has agreed to add it to the list, but not at the immediate time.  It was suggested that larger stocks of salt are purchased during the summer months as the suppliers advise it is a third of the current price then.  Central Beds aim to keep 1000 tonnes of salt/grit in stock as a contingency.

· He was asked to chase on the matter of whether we will be having a cycle track on Hitchin Road.
Resolved that a letter is sent to Highways to point out that the Highways Five Year Programme shows Regent Street as a Class C road, and that it is a major artery for the town and is a bus route, and therefore should be included on the salting list.


It was further:



Resolved that a letter is sent to Central Beds in response to the press release regarding Gypsy and Traveller sites, pointing out that as we understand it, decisions appear to be made by one person (Portfolio Holder), in consultation with Officers, and that it is not our understanding of how a democratic Council works, and we request clarification on this.
8447.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

There were no reports from Member representatives on outside bodies.
8448.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE TOWN PLAN STEERING GROUP

Members were previously provided with copies of minutes of the Steering Group meeting held on 14th December 2009.  

Councillor Mrs Clarey advised that the dates under Matters Arising (min 150) should be amended, first bullet point should begin 12/26.10.09 and the forth bullet point should begin 5.11.09.

· Since 14th December work has continued on the production of the high definition photographs needed for both the full Plan and the summary for residents.  She has met with Claire Chouffot of Stotfold News and with Pam Manfield and Glenn Rickwood.

· The Group anticipates that the full Plan will be printed by the beginning of February and the resident’s summary, which will be an 8 page centrefold in Stotfold News, will hopefully make the March publication.

· They have received the final £500 grant from Central Beds.

· The actioning of the Town Plan is the next priority and consultation with the Chair of Council would be the first move.

· A meeting of the Working Party will take place towards the end of January – probably the last meeting of the whole group.
8449.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

The Chairman advised that he has attended a short meeting with Councillor Steve Male (Portfolio Holder), Jill Dickenson Head of Leisure and the Clerk.  A second meeting between the Clerk and Jill Dickenson is to take place shortly to formulate a report on the project for the benefit of Councillor Male.

A query was raised over the sale of Roker Park, and the Chairman advised that the planning application was submitted, but changes have had to be made, new reports produced, surveys carried out and work on the Section 106, at the request of Planners.  The marketing will then go ahead properly as this information needs to be finalised before that point.  Two large developers have expressed an interest in the site, but have held back because planning permission hasn’t yet been confirmed.

8450.
TO CONSIDER A RESPONSE TO CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE’S COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY CONSULTATION

Responses are to be received by Monday 18th January 2010, and Members were previously provided with the document to formulate views ready for the meeting.


Members supported the strategy in principle, but also expressed concern over the cost and time implications of carrying out such a consultation, and pointed out that they are elected representatives of the community and as such represent the community’s views on what budgets should be spent on within Stotfold.



Resolved that the Clerk and Chairman complete the consultation response form using views expressed at the meeting, and question 13 asking for other comments on the strategy should include the following: 
· There are concerns over the cost of implementing the strategy, and question if it would direct money away from delivering services.

· We support the idea of third sector funding agreements, and in particular that they are for a three year period enabling them to plan ahead and budget for their activity.

8451.
TO CONSIDER AND CONFIRM A DATE FOR THE 2010 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

As all our meetings are now held on Wednesdays, Members were asked to consider holding the event on another night.  There is also an option to move it to another month, as it can be held any time between 1st March and 1st June.


The general consensus was that for consistency the Annual Town Meeting should be kept in March.



Resolved that the 2010 Annual Town Meeting is held in the Memorial Hall on Thursday 11th March. 
8452.
TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE STATUTORY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AS WEDNESDAY 5TH MAY 2010



Resolved that the 2010 Statutory Town Council meeting is held on Wednesday 5th May 2010, at 6.45pm in the Simpson Centre, prior to the usual May Council meeting.

8453.
TO CONSIDER HOLDING A CHAIRMAN’S 2010/2011 CIVIC SERVICE IN EITHER AUTUMN 2010 OR SPRING 2011, AND TO CONSIDER THE VENUE

The 2009/2010 Civic Service is being held in spring 2010 due to unavailability of persons and venue at the usual autumn time.  Members felt that if possible the Service should be held at the Fairfield Park Community Building.



Resolved that the Chairman’s 2010/2011 Civic Service is held in spring 2011 at the Fairfield Park Community Building.  If the venue is not available at that time, the second option is to hold it there in autumn 2010.

8454.
TO CONSIDER HOLDING A TOWN COUNCIL DINNER IN 2010, AND TO RECEIVE SUGGESTIONS FOR A DATE AND VENUE

Each Member will pay out of his/her own pocket for this dinner and the cost will not be met from the Council Tax.



Resolved that the Annual Town Council Dinner is held on a Saturday in April, (date to be confirmed according to venue availability) and that the Clerk obtains menus for consideration at the next meeting from the following venues:

· Chequers

· Fox & Duck

· The Stag

· Tudor Oaks

8455.
TO CONSIDER A RESPONSE TO THE ELECTORAL REVIEW OF CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL


Central Bedfordshire Council advises that stage one of the six stage Boundary Committee for England Electoral Review has now been completed and the Boundary Committee has decided on a Council size for Central Bedfordshire of 59.  Further consultation which will map out the number and boundaries of the electoral wards for the authority has now begun.  The intention is that the number of Councillors and number and pattern of Wards should reflect the Council’s new functions and how they intend to engage with local people and communities.


Members were asked to consider the draft proposals, previously circulated, which have been formulated by the respective political groups that are represented on a Working Group of the Council that has been established specifically to carry out the review.  This consultation on the submission of the pattern of Wards from Central Beds Council does not detract from the Town Council responding to the Boundary Committee with our own alternative schemes.  The deadline for the consultation is 11th January 2010.


As previously mentioned in the Central Beds Councillor report, one proposal is that Stotfold should link with Astwick and Langford and have 3 Central Beds Councillors, and the second proposal is that Fairfield should be removed from the Stotfold Ward and be linked with another parish Ward.


Concern was expressed that although our deadline for comments is 11th January, Central Beds Council will be meeting tomorrow (7th January) to consider the matter.  The Clerk advised that she would ensure that the comments were returned tomorrow before the end of the consultation period, and in time for the Central Beds meeting.


Resolved that the Town Council is against the splitting the civil parish of Stotfold with another parish, and therefore supports the proposal for Stotfold, Astwick and Langford to have 3 Ward Members.

8456.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR DECEMBER 2009

Members were provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for December 2009, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.  The Clerk will ask for the cheque numbers to be inserted on the payments list.
8457.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR END DECEMBER 2009, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END DECEMBER 2009

Members were provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end November 2009.

Resolved that the income and expenditure record for end December together with the bank balances as at end December 2009 be noted.  The Clerk will check the spreadsheet formula for the allotment budget net income over expenditure and amend accordingly.
8458.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16th December 2009.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 16th December 2009.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.
8459.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE


Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th December 2009, which were circulated to Members at the meeting.

The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 9th December 2009.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8460.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16th December 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 16th December 2009.


Members considered the recommendation from minute 2001:

· That the sum of £310,211 be put forward to Central Bedfordshire Council as the sum required for the Precept for the financial year 2010/2011.  This is made up of £256,511 to meet revenue requirements (£295,633 budgeted), £31,000 towards the General Reserves fund, and £22,700 towards Earmarked Reserves (EMR).

The recommendation was resolved, and the minutes were then carried.
8461.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THIS EVENING’S MEETING

Mr Mick Haskell

Asked where a copy of the Gypsy and Traveller site press release could be obtained from, and Councillor Street advised that he would forward him a copy, and give a copy to the Clerk.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.07pm
CHAIRMAN



DATED
PAGE  
07/01/10


