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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

Notice is hereby given that

A meeting of the Town Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Simpson Centre, Stotfold on Wednesday 5th October 2011 commencing at 7.30pm
AGENDA
1.
Mayor’s announcements and civic attendance (see Clerk’s Report)            
2.
Disclosures of Members Interest on matters contained in this agenda 

Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point. 
3.
Apologies for absence
4.
Report from a Representative of Bedfordshire Police
5.
Oral questions from Electors
6.
Council minutes

To receive and adopt minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th September 2011.
7.
Special Council minutes

To receive and adopt minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Thursday 8th September 2011.
8.
Special Council minutes

To receive and adopt minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Thursday 22nd September 2011. 
9.
Matters arising


For information, to receive the matters arising from previous Minutes as detailed in the appended Clerk’s Report.

10.
Correspondence


None received. 
11.
Central Bedfordshire Councillor report


To receive a report from a Central Bedfordshire Councillor on matters pertaining to Stotfold.
12.
Central Bedfordshire Councillor report re Langford Wind Farm

To receive a report from Central Bedfordshire Councillor John Saunders on the Langford Wind Farm hearing.
13.
Member Representative reports


To receive a report from Member Representatives on outside Bodies.
14.
Town Plan Action Implementation Group

To receive a report on the progress of the Implementation Group.
15.
Community Leisure Centre project

To receive a report on the Community Leisure Centre project.
16.
Central Bedfordshire Council - Consultation on proposed changes to Children’s Centres

To receive a presentation from Colin Phelps, Headteacher St Mary’s Lower School on the proposed changes, and to consider the consultation document and relevant papers, and respond using the questionnaire (circulated to Members).
17.
Boundary Commission for England – Review of Parliamentary constituency boundaries

To consider the 2013 Review of Parliamentary Constituency Boundaries document and respond using the questionnaire (circulated to Members).

18.
Central Bedfordshire Council – Budget 2012

To consider a letter from Councillor Jamieson, Leader of Central Bedfordshire Council, and questionnaire regarding their 2012 budget setting process.  Although we may respond at this stage, this the ‘market research’ phase, and we will be invited to make more detailed comment in the full consultation starting 6th December (closing date 30th Jan) (documents circulated to Members).
19.
Fairfield Community Governance Review

To consider the draft response from Stotfold Town Council to Central Bedfordshire Council on the current Fairfield Community Governance Review, and to receive any further suggested inclusions/amendments.
20.
Localism Bill

For information, to receive an update on the progress of the Localism Bill (see Clerk’s Report).

21.
Power of Wellbeing

Following consideration of information relating to the Localism Bill, to consider whether to pursue adopting the Power of Wellbeing at this time, or wait to establish if the Bill will be passed through Parliament – in which case the new General Power of Competence may replace the Power of Wellbeing.  It should be noted that the new Power may have similar eligibility criteria to the Power of Wellbeing.  As a reminder, the eligibility criteria is: the Council must have a qualified Clerk, a minimum of two-thirds of vacancies on the Council filled at the last ordinary elections, 80% of Councillors trained in the use of the Power of Wellbeing, and published a statement of intent as to community engagement.  We have met all criteria except to publish a statement of intent.  Members are asked to consider a suggested statement and approve should we wish to adopt the Power of Wellbeing (circulated to Members).
22. 
Monthly accounts

i)
To receive the payments list for October 2011 and receipts records for September 2011 (to be presented).

ii)
To receive the income and expenditure record for end September 2011, together with the bank balances as at end September 2011 (to be presented).
23. 
Committee Minutes:

Planning Committee
14th September 2011

· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  14th September 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2011

28th September 2011
· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  28th September 2011
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2011
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee

· Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Ground, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2011
Cemetery Management Committee
· Members of the Cemetery Management Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2011
Buildings Management Committee
· Members of the Buildings Management Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2011
Town Enhancement Committee

· Members of the Town Enhancement Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  28th September 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2011
Establishment Committee
· Members of the Establishment Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2011

· Members of the Council will be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2011

24.
Questions from electors on items arising from this evening's meeting.
25. 
Items for information purposes only.
Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk
30th September 2011
To: All Stotfold Town Councillors, Central Bedfordshire Authority Councillors, representative of Bedfordshire Police, representative of the press, and electorates of Stotfold.
CLERK’S REPORT

Council – 5th October 2011
ITEM 1 – MAYOR’S CIVIC ATTENDANCE
The Mayor has attended the following events since the last meeting:

· Ampthill Town Council – Italian dinner 7.30pm

The Mayor has been invited to attend:

· Sandy Town Council – Christmas Fun Day, 4th December 2011, 2pm
MAYOR’S INFORMATION FOR NOTE
We have been advised that the Luton & Bedford Apprentice Boys Club will be carrying out their parade in Stotfold during the afternoon of Saturday 17th December 2011.  They have been in contact with the Central Bedfordshire Safety Advisory Group for guidance on safety matters, etc.

ITEM 9 - MATTERS ARISING
Oral questions from electors (see minute 9034-07/09/11)
No response has been received to date from Etonbury School regarding pupils cycling on pavements.  They have been chased.

Future provision of elderly persons accommodation in Stotfold (see minute 9066-22/09/11)
Central Bedfordshire Council has been asked to carry out a housing needs assessment for Stotfold, the old Roecroft School site and the land to the rear of the surgery on Arlesey Road have been put forward as possible locations for an extra care scheme.  The location of these sites has been forwarded to a private company.
AGENDA ITEM 20
Summary of the Localism Bill
The Bill will devolve greater powers to Councils and neighbourhoods and give local communities more control over housing and planning decisions.

Key areas
The provisions relating to Councils (some at unitary level and some Town & Parish Council) include:

· Giving Councils a general power of competence (to replace the Power of Wellbeing)
· Allowing Councils to choose to return to the Committee system of governance and allowing for referendums for elected mayors in certain authorities

· Abolishing the Standards Board regime and the model code of conduct, and introducing local accountability and a criminal offence of deliberate failure to declare a personal interest in a matter

· Giving residents the power to instigate local referendums on any local issue and the power to veto excessive Council Tax increases

· Allowing Councils more discretion over business rate relief

· Providing new powers to help save local facilities and services threatened with closure, and giving voluntary and community groups the right to challenge local authorities over their services.

The housing provisions will:

· Abolish the requirement to have a Home Improvement Pack (HIP)

· Reform the Housing Revenue Account system

· Provide for a new form of flexible tenure for social housing tenants

· Allow local authorities to discharge their duties to homeless people by using private rented accommodation

· Give local authorities the power to limit who can apply for social housing within their areas

· Abolish the Tenant Services Authority and provides for a transfer of functions to the Homes and Communities Agency

· Amend the way in which a social tenant can make a complaint about their landlord

· Improve the ability of social tenants to move to different areas

The planning and regeneration provisions will

· Abolish Regional Spatial Strategies (RSS’s)

· Abolish the Infrastructure Planning Commission and return to a position where the Secretary of State takes the final decision on major infrastructure proposals of national importance

· Amend the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), which allows Councils to charge developers to pay for infrastructure.  Some of the revenue will be available for the local community (this will replace Section 106 Agreements)
· Provide for neighbourhood plans, which would be approved if they received 50% of the votes cast in a referendum (this will replace Town Plans)
· Provide for neighbourhood development orders to allow communities to approve development without requiring normal planning consent

· Give new housing and regeneration powers to the Greater London Authority, while abolishing the London Development Agency.
Latest stage
Line by line examination of the Bill took place on 14th September.  Amendments were made.  Further line examination of the Bill is scheduled for 10th October.
This will then be followed by the final ‘reading’, and then ‘consideration of amendments’, and is then subject to Royal Assent which is the Monarch’s agreement to make it an Act of Parliament.  The legislation within the Bill may commence immediately or after a set period.
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