MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5TH JANUARY 2011 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper



Mrs M Cooper





S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde





Mrs L Lewin



B Saunders





D Savill



L Stoter





Mrs C Turner (+ CBC Cllr)

Mrs L Wilding

Also present:

Central Beds Councillors J Street and J Saunders, PC Lee Prutton, PCSO Ann Jeeves, 3 members of the electorate, 1 member of press and the Clerk

8826.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
· The Chairman welcome those present and wished everyone a Happy New Year.

· Councillor Smith is unwell and in hospital again.

· The Chairman’s Civic Service will be held on Sunday 20th March 2011, 3pm at St Mary’s Church.  Invitations have been sent out.

· Victoria Pendleton has won two more gold medals for cycling, a letter of congratulations is to be sent.

8827.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

8828.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Haslett-Saunders and Smith.

8829.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

PC Prutton circulated copies of the Crime Report for December.  There were a total of 13 reports of Anti-Social Behaviour, 22 reports of Crime, 3 reports of Violence Against the Person, 3 reports of Burglary Other Building, 4 reports of Criminal Damage, 1 report of Theft Of Motor Vehicles, and 2 reports of Theft From Motor Vehicles.  A copy of the report is appended to the minutes on file.


PC Prutton was asked for advice on charity bag collections for clothes, and recommended contacting Trading Standards in the first instance to find out if the company leaving the collection bags is legitimate.  If the company is causing a nuisance, this should also be reported to Trading Standards, rather than the Police.


PC Lee Prutton was thanked for attending and he and PCSO Jeeves left the meeting.

8830.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors.

8831.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1ST DECEMBER 2010

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 1st December 2010 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING
8832.
To receive a report from Member representatives on outside bodies (see minute 8809-01/12/10)

A date is being arranged for a meeting between Stotfold Head Teachers, BEST, Stotfold Central Beds Council Ward Councillors, Chairman of Town Council Committees (to represent the Council), Central Beds Council Portfolio Holder for Children’s Services, Vice-Chairman of Children’s Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee, Director of Children’s Services, to discuss the shortage of school places within the town.

8833.
Report on Community Leisure Centre Project (see minute 8816-01/12/10)

Jill Dickinson has confirmed that she will be able to report on the outcome of the Central Beds full capital programme review in the New Year.  To confirm, although the Chairman had forwarded a freedom of information request to her for the current report, she has advised that there was nothing that she could forward and the request has been dropped as there would be superseding information.


The Chairman advised that he, the Clerk and Brian Saunders will be meeting with Trevor Saunders (Assistant Director for Planning & Development Strategy at Central Beds) and Jane Moakes (Head of Community Safety and Public Protection, now also encompassing Leisure) tomorrow to discuss the leisure centre project.  He will report back on the outcome of that meeting.


The supporting documents for the 11th January Executive meeting at Central Beds is now available on their website.  The draft Capital Programme shows the project in two phases.  Phase 1 2011/12 gross and net expenditure shows £500,000, for 2012/12 gross expenditure £2,500,000 net expenditure £500,000, with external funding shown as £3,000,000.  It is assumed that the external funding includes an estimate by Central Beds of the sale of Roker Park figure.  It is hoped that more can be gleaned from the meeting with Trevor Saunders.


Councillor Mrs Turner advised that she will be attending a group meeting at Central Beds tomorrow and advised that a lot of the draft programme depends on the outcome of the meeting with Trevor Saunders.  She preferred not to go into too much at this stage.
8834.
Report on Town Plan Action Implementation Group (see minute 8817-01/12/10)

With reference to the wish to set up an Action Point for the Citizens Advice Bureau, a Member suggested that this service could be combined with our Town Councillor Surgeries, which may save them some money.


CORRESPONDENCE

8835.
 Central Bedfordshire Council – Chairman’s Civic Service

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Sunday 23rd January 2011, 3.30pm, Priory Church of St Peter, Dunstable.  The Chairman will be attending this event.

8836.
Letter of complaint re refusal of free let of Memorial Hall for a charity event

A letter has been received from Mrs B Smith regarding her request for a free let of the Memorial Hall.  Although she was advised that this has previously been dealt with by the Buildings Management Committee, she asked that this is forwarded to Council.  The original request for a free let is shown in Buildings minute 3168 where the Committee refused the request as it is against our Lettings Policy.  Mrs Smith was advised of the result accordingly, and she subsequently responded with a letter airing her views and asking whether we would have second thoughts on our decision.


Members gave the matter due consideration, an initial proposal to make an exception in this case fell on lack of votes, it was therefore:


Resolved that the Council supports the Buildings Management Committee’s decision not to grant a free let to Mrs Smith for her event, based on our Lettings Policy conditions.
8837.
REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Street gave the following report:

· With regard to the Gypsy and Traveller site consultation, he felt that Stotfold is as well off as we can possibly be.  It cannot be said that we will never have a site in Stotfold.  He expressed his views regarding resident/s who regularly insert items in the Stotfold News regarding Gypsy and Traveller site proposals.
· With regard to recent non-collection of waste from wheelie bins due to bad weather, he has been in daily contact with the appropriate team, and was told on several separate occasions that the bins were due to be collected.  The latest news is that the bins will now be collected this Friday.  Once the matter has been resolved, he will be pushing to make sure that this situation doesn’t happen again, although noted that they were very exceptional circumstances.

· The planning application for the Langford Wind Farm has been refused on noise and visual impact, although they may appeal against the refusal.
· Dr Mistrano has been confirmed as permanent Head Teacher of Etonbury Middle School.  This news has been well received by children at the school and Councillor Street feels the school will now be going in the right direction.  

Resolved that a letter of congratulations is sent to Dr Mistrano on his confirmed post, advising that the feedback we have received on his work at the school has been very positive.

Councillor Saunders gave the following report:

· With regard to gritting of roads during the recent bad ice and snow conditions, Central Beds had sufficient grit but had difficulty in getting it to where it was needed and applying it correctly.  They are using less grit than they used to.  Members complained about several very icy areas of the town, including Regent Street, Queen Street and a stretch of the A507.  Some years ago the Town Council complained that the bus routes (such as Regent Street and Queen Street) weren’t being gritted.  Councillor Saunders will obtain a list of priority salting routes for the Town Council’s use.  

Resolved that a letter is sent to Highways to ask again for Regent Street and Queen Street to be included on the gritting routes as they are both bus routes, and Queen Street is particularly difficult to negotiate in icy weather as it is on an incline.
8838.
REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

There were no reports from Member representatives.
8839.
REPORT REGARDING TOWN PLAN ACTION POINTS

Councillor Mrs Clarey gave the following report:

Since the December Town Council meeting the Clerk has received a request from the BRCC to complete a monitoring document showing any actions already started or event completed from the Town Plan.  Since the document that has been adopted by the BRCC is almost identical to the style of the Stotfold Town Plan Monitoring Sheets which are being updated regularly, we were able to respond immediately.  Our Monitoring Sheets will be available on the Town Council website to enable residents to see the actions as they are addressed.  Monitoring by the BRCC for Parish and Town Plans will now take place annually.


Councillors Mrs Bundock and Mrs Clarey spent time prior to Christmas carrying out research on the playground equipment planned by the developers for the two play areas on the Land South of Stotfold development. Whilst the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee are giving priority to the play areas at The Green, Hitchin Road Recreation Ground and Riverside Playing Fields, the Implementation Group felt it necessary to make sure that the Land South of Stotfold receives what has been planned.


The next meeting of the group will be on Thursday 20th January, 2pm, in the Simpson Centre.  The main focus will be the setting up of an Action Point in Stotfold (Town Plan Ref: Health and Social Care, p.22 ref 12.4) and they will be welcoming Jenny Hedges who leads the Citizens Advice Bureau Outreach based at Chicksands.

8840.
TO RECEIVE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR DECEMBER 2010

Members were provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for December 2010.  Councillor Mrs Cooper declared an interest in the item for payment to her for reimbursement of litter pickers purchased for the 2011 Big Tidy Up event, and took no part in voting.

Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

8841.
TO RECEIVE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR END DECEMBER 2010, TOGETHER WITH BANK BALANCES AS AT END DECEMBER 2010

Members were provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end December 2010, and it was:


Resolved that the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end December 2010 be noted.

8842.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

8th December 2010

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th December 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 8th December 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


22nd December 2010

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22nd December 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 22nd December 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8843.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th December 2010.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th December 2010.

There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8844.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th December 2010.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th December 2010.


Members then considered the recommendations from minute 2091

· The sum of £308,286 be put forward to Central Bedfordshire Council as the sum required for the Precept for the financial year 2011/2012.  This is made up of £226,386 to meet revenue requirements (£315,880 budgeted), £59,000 towards the General Reserves fund, and £22,990 towards Earmarked Reserves (EMR). 

The recommended sum for Precept is £2,000 less than last year, also there are more houses now in Stotfold paying Council Tax, therefore it is estimated that the standard Band D charge may drop by about £3.

The recommendation was resolved and the minutes were then carried.

8845.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

8th December 2010

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th December 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th December 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

22nd December 2010


Councillor Collier asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22nd December 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22nd December 2010.



Members then considered the recommendations from minute 346

· Stotfold Town Council shares Arlesey Town Council’s disappointment that the gypsy and traveller site allocated numbers for Arlesey have been increased over those originally submitted, from four to ten.
· On studying the consultation document, Stotfold Town Council finds lack of clarity over the further four sites which will be declared after May.  Whilst we are content with the present standing of no site allocations for Stotfold, should Central Beds Council subsequently propose to allocate a site to Stotfold after the close of the consultation, we wish to lodge further objections to those submitted in previous site allocation consultations, and therefore will also wish to speak at the Hearing.  The Town Council also requests that the above comments are put to the Inspector.
The recommendation was resolved and the minutes were then carried.

8846.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING
· A suggestion was made that the Council might wish to consider a third idea for the leisure centre project – combining a new upper school for the town with leisure centre provision.  The resident was advised that the former County Council was once considering a move for Etonbury to the area of the leisure centre site, also a possible new upper school, and we were also approached by a private enterprise that were considering building a special school and were looking at the same site.
8847.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES

The Chairman asked for volunteers for the 11th January Councillor Surgery, 10am to 12pm.  Councillors Hayes and Mrs Wilding volunteered.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.00pm

CHAIRMAN
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