MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





Mrs M Cooper


S Dhaliwal








Mrs D Haslett-Saunders

S Hayes









Mrs J Hyde


T Naisbitt




Also present:
11 members of the public and the Assistant Clerk

9066.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CIVIC ATTENDANCE


The Mayor will be attending the following event:

· ABF Curry Lunch on Sunday 9th October at Chicksands

The Mayor has been invited to the following events:

· Sandy Town Council – Christmas Fun Day 4th December 2011, 2pm.

9067.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS



Cllr Collier declared an interest in item 10 as he is a member of the Liberal Club from where the Orange Day march starts from. Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest to declare, they should do so at that point.

9068.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Cooper, Dack, Smith and Stoter and Mrs Turner.

9069.
REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

PCSO Antione sent her apologies as she was unable to attend the meeting. The Chairman read out the report for September. 

There had been no robberies reported, 3 reported assaults, no burglaries from dwelling and no burglaries from other buildings.  There had been 3 reports of criminal damage, but no theft of motor vehicles or from motor vehicles.

9070.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors.

9071.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2011

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th September 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendment – Councillor  Mrs Clarey’s name to be removed from the Let’s Talk Together Council stand as she will be away.

9072.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2011

Resolved that the minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Thursday 8th September 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

9073. TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2011
Resolved that the minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Thursday 22nd September 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING

9074.
Oral questions from electors (see minute 9034 – 7/9/11)

A letter has been sent to Etonbury School to ask if they could remind pupils that they shouldn’t be cycling on pavements.  

9075.
Future Provision of Elderly Persons Accommodation in Stotfold (see minute 9066-22/09/11)

Following the Special Council meeting on 22nd September a letter has been sent to Central Beds Council to ask them to carry out a housing needs assessment for Stotfold with the old Roecroft School site and the land to the rear of the surgery on Arlesey Road put forward as possible locations for an extra care scheme.  The location of these sites has been forwarded to a private company.


CORRESPONDENCE
9076.
Remembrance Day Parade 2011

An invitation for all Councillors has been received from the Royal British Legion to attend the Remembrance Day Parade on Sunday 13th November at 2.30pm at the Cemetery.  After laying of the wreaths the parade will make its way up Queen Street, along the High Street and turn into Church Road to St Mary’s Church for the service at 3.30pm.


9077.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Central Beds Councillor J Saunders was unable to attend the meeting.

9078.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT REGARDING LANGFORD WIND FARM

As Central Beds Councillor J Saunders was unable to attend the meeting it was

Resolved that this item is discussed at the November meeting in order that Councillors could have a presentation on which to make a decision.

9079.
MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

Councillor Mrs Bundock gave the following report from Roecroft School Governors:

“We are now nearing the handover of the new school building.  This has been 10 years in the making including the struggle to convince the then Bedfordshire County Council that moving to a new site was indeed viable and sensible.

As I have reported previously we have had many delays, some due to bad weather, but many due to bad forward planning and bureaucracy.

The building does indeed look stunning and will be better than many built in the recent past since the school has been able to advise on the internal layout, room sizes, storage etc. By no means perfect, but in reality what will actually work as a living school.

I have attended a site meeting today with other developers to try to push forward the work needing to be done on surrounding sites and roads to ensure the safety of children going to and from the school.  We are still no further forward in getting the pedestrian bridge from Howard Close due to a legal wrangle.  On Friday we start snagging although I expect this to be fairly straightforward.

I cannot fault Morgan Sindall or their site manager Mr Conway, who has persisted in the face of many difficulties to deliver a fully functional building that the children who are lucky enough to spend their early school there will love.

We now face the task of getting all the furniture, some recycled, and all the other necessities moved in and ready for the day the children move in on November 1st.”

9080.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE TOWN PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP

Councillor Mrs Clarey gave the following report:

“You have all received copies of the Action Notes for our meeting of 12 September in your packs.  Whilst you can read these yourselves I can report that within the next month our CAB trainee advisors will begin work on the case studies section of their course and will be using the small office here in the Simpson Centre.  Finer details of this will be discussed with the Clerk next week.

Members of the Town Council and the Implementation Group are meeting with Andy Pepper of the Co- Op on October 20th to look at Town Centre and Shops  (9.1/2/3) and to link with this on November 15th the I.G group will be discussing the pro’s and con’s of establishing a Farmer’s Market with Councillor Ken Pollard from Shefford.  Ken played a significant role in setting up the Shefford market.

The draft document on the Taylors Road development linking in to previous research on Quiet Lanes has been produced and will be discussed in Committee.

Our next meeting is on 15th November at 2pm in the Simpson Centre and I would urge Committee chairs to think about the areas of the Town Plan that would feature as high priority for us to investigate and make recommendations.

9081.
COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

A Special Town Council meeting will be held in the rear hall of the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 18th October at 7.30pm to discuss the report issued by Central Beds.  A copy of this report will be circulated to Councillors with the agenda.

9082.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM COLIN PHELPS REGARDING THE CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO CHILDREN’S CENTRES


Mr Phelps gave a brief outline of the creation of the Children’s Centres and explained their surprise with regard to the consultation document issued by Central Beds two weeks ago. Major changes are proposed and there are three options to consider.

1. Rearrange all existing Children’s Centres into 9 clusters

2. Closure of 8 Children’s Centres in areas of less need

3. Closure of 13 Children’s Centres in areas of less need.

Mr Phelps confirmed that there is to be a Governors meeting at St Mary’s Lower School at 7pm on 13th October which will be open to the public to discuss the options.

After much discussion it was

Resolved that Stotfold Town Council write to Central Beds Council supporting Option 1 of the consultation paper and stressing that it vital and necessary to have the Children’s Centre based in Stotfold.

9083.
BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND – REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

Councillors were asked to consider a response to a questionnaire (previously circulated) regarding the 2013 Review of Parliamentary Constituency Boundaries and it was

Resolved that it would be pointed out that Stotfold and Arlesey are no longer a ward and provided that the ward is changed to Stotfold and Langford this Council has no objection to the proposed boundary change.

9084.
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL – BUDGET 2012
Councillors considered the letter from Councillor Jamieson, Leader of Central Bedfordshire Council and the public questionnaire regarding their 2012 budget setting process and it was

Resolved that as this is a public consultation at this stage members would complete questionnaires independently.

9085.
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW
Members were asked to consider the draft response from Stotfold Town Council to Central Bedfordshire Council on the current Fairfield Community Governance Review.

David Osborne
Asked “If Fairfield Park becomes a community council, how will Stotfold Town Council make up the shortfall in precept?” and “What does Stotfold Town Council make of the territorial ambitions of Fairfield Park in requesting land outside the current boundaries of Fairfield Park be included in the new council boundaries.”

The Chairman confirmed that as a Town Council we are not capped in asking for money from Central Beds.  He also confirmed that there would be three options discussed regarding the land to be included in the boundary for the new Fairfield Park council.

Douglas Rule
Stated that he is a Fairfield Park resident and has never lived in the U.K. before now for longer than two years and has never thought about Local Government before.  He stated that he has no interest in Stotfold, never visits apart from shopping at the Co Op.  His community is Fairfield Park and he is interested in solving the problems he sees there and that is why he is supporting a move to make a new council.  He sees his community as new and different from Stotfold, which is old and has a long history.

Members then considered then considered the draft response and suggestions for changes to wording supplied by Councillor Cooper and it was

Resolved that Councillor Cooper’s suggestions and the draft document would be amalgamated and the bullet points included and sent to Central Beds Council as Stotfold Town Council’s response before the 7th November 2011 deadline.
9086.
LOCALISM BILL


For information, members were provided with an update on the progress of the Localism Bill.

The Bill will devolve greater powers to Councils and neighbourhoods and give local communities more control over housing and planning decisions.

Key areas
The provisions relating to Councils (some at unitary level and some Town & Parish Council) include:

· Giving Councils a general power of competence (to replace the Power of Wellbeing)
· Allowing Councils to choose to return to the Committee system of governance and allowing for referendums for elected mayors in certain authorities

· Abolishing the Standards Board regime and the model code of conduct, and introducing local accountability and a criminal offence of deliberate failure to declare a personal interest in a matter

· Giving residents the power to instigate local referendums on any local issue and the power to veto excessive Council Tax increases

· Allowing Councils more discretion over business rate relief

· Providing new powers to help save local facilities and services threatened with closure, and giving voluntary and community groups the right to challenge local authorities over their services.

The housing provisions will:

· Abolish the requirement to have a Home Improvement Pack (HIP)

· Reform the Housing Revenue Account system

· Provide for a new form of flexible tenure for social housing tenants

· Allow local authorities to discharge their duties to homeless people by using private rented accommodation

· Give local authorities the power to limit who can apply for social housing within their areas

· Abolish the Tenant Services Authority and provides for a transfer of functions to the Homes and Communities Agency

· Amend the way in which a social tenant can make a complaint about their landlord

· Improve the ability of social tenants to move to different areas

The planning and regeneration provisions will

· Abolish Regional Spatial Strategies (RSS’s)

· Abolish the Infrastructure Planning Commission and return to a position where the Secretary of State takes the final decision on major infrastructure proposals of national importance

· Amend the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), which allows Councils to charge developers to pay for infrastructure.  Some of the revenue will be available for the local community (this will replace Section 106 Agreements)
· Provide for neighbourhood plans, which would be approved if they received 50% of the votes cast in a referendum (this will replace Town Plans)
· Provide for neighbourhood development orders to allow communities to approve development without requiring normal planning consent

· Give new housing and regeneration powers to the Greater London Authority, while abolishing the London Development Agency.


Latest stage
Line by line examination of the Bill took place on 14th September.  Amendments were made.  Further line examination of the Bill is scheduled for 10th October.

This will then be followed by the final ‘reading’, and then ‘consideration of amendments’, and is then subject to Royal Assent which is the Monarch’s agreement to make it an Act of Parliament.  The legislation within the Bill may commence immediately or after a set period.
9087.
POWER OF WELL BEING

Members were asked to consider whether to pursue adopting the Power of Well Being at this time. We have met the criteria and need to publish a Statement of Intent (draft version previously circulated)

Resolved that Stotfold Town Council publishes the Statement of Intent and adopt the Power of Well Being

9088.
MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

i)
Members were provided with copies of the receipts records and asked to approve payments for September 2011.




Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

ii)
Members were provided with the income and expenditure record for end September 


Resolved that the income and expenditure report as at end September 2011 be noted. 

9089.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

14th September 2011

Councillor Hayes asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2011.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:


In ‘also present’  Councillor Mrs Clarey’s name to be added.

Councillor Hayes then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


28th September 2011

Councillor Hayes asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Hayes then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9090.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE



Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2011.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9091.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Cemetery Management to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2011.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9092.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2011.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9093.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Clarey asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2011.


Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in minute 377 relating to Central Beds Council – Economic Development Plan Consultation as is a landowner.

The minutes were carried.

Councillor Mrs Clarey then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9094.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE


Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee held on Wednesday 28th September 2011.


There were two recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

9095.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

Pam Manfield


Asked who would be responsible for applying for the trees from the Woodland Trust Free Trees Scheme as approved by the Recreation Grounds Public Lands and Lighting Committee.


The Chairman confirmed he would discuss this with The Clerk next week.

9096.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY



Councillor Naisbitt advised that he had received a complaint from a near neighbour with regard to bonfires. The Chairman advised that Central Beds Council were responsible for dealing with this.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.29pm

CHAIRMAN




DATED
06/10/2011
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