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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

Notice is hereby given that

A meeting of the Town Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Simpson Centre, Stotfold on 
Wednesday 4th January 2012 commencing at 7.30pm
AGENDA
1.
Mayor’s announcements and civic attendance (see Clerk’s Report)            
2.
Disclosures of Members Interest on matters contained in this agenda 

Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point. 

3.
Apologies for absence
4.
Report from a Representative of Bedfordshire Police
5.
Oral questions from Electors
6.
Presentation from Brian Dunleavy, Democratic Services Manager (CBC) on the topic of Warding of Parishes


Mr Dunleavy will give a presentation on the topic of Parish Warding, and be available to answer questions from Members on the matter.

7.
Fairfield Community Governance Review 


To consider and respond to points from John Atkinson, Head of Legal & Democratic Services, Central Beds Council regarding their recent General Purposes Committee meeting at which the Fairfield Community Governance Review was considered (see Clerk’s Report).
8.
Council minutes

To receive and adopt minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th December 2011.

9.
Clerk’s report for information

See attached.

10.
Correspondence


 See attached.
11.
Central Bedfordshire Councillor report


To receive a report from a Central Bedfordshire Councillor on matters pertaining to Stotfold.

12.
Member representative reports

To receive a report from Member Representatives on outside Bodies.
13.
Stotfold Community Leisure Centre 
i)
To confirm that this Council is content to commence with the implementation of revised Phase 1, following confirmation of previous queries raised at December meeting (see Clerk’s Report).

iii)
To approve the Clerk and Chairman to meet with Morris Jones (CBC) to discuss the remaining loan sum to Central Beds Council.
14.
Central Bedfordshire Council Draft Budget 2012/2013 consultation

Following the last public consultation on their Draft Budget, Central Beds Council have now agreed their Draft Budget and invite comments on their summary of the budget from the Town Council as a stakeholder, and members of the public.  A copy of the summary of the budget in a consultation document is enclosed for Members.  Copies are available for the public in the Town Council office and on www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations.  Deadline for responses 12noon 27th January 2012.
15. 
Monthly accounts

i)
To receive the payments list for January 2012 and receipts records for December 2011.

ii)
To receive the income and expenditure record for end December 2011, together with the bank balances as at end December 2011 (to be presented).
16. 
Precept 2012/2013

To consider the recommendation from the Establishment Committee (meeting of 21st December 2011), and approve the precept figure to be requested from Central Beds Council for the financial year 2012/2013.
17.
Committee Minutes and recommendations:

Planning Committee
14th December 2011

· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  14th December 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2011

Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee

· Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Ground, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2011
Establishment Committee

· Members of the Establishment Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st December 2011

· Members of the Council will be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on 21st December 2011
18.
Questions from electors on items arising from this evening's meeting.
19. 
Items for information purposes only.
Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk
23rd December 2011
To: All Stotfold Town Councillors, Central Bedfordshire Authority Councillors, representative of Bedfordshire Police, representative of the press, and electorates of Stotfold.
CLERK’S REPORT

Council – 4th January 2012
ITEM 1 – MAYOR’S CIVIC ATTENDANCE
The Mayor has attended the following events since the last meeting:

· Central Bedfordshire Council’s Chairman’s Service, Dunstable, Sunday 11th December 2011
The Mayor, Councillors and spouses are invited to attend:

· Central Bedfordshire Council charity concert ‘Let’s Face the Music’, Sunday 29th January 2012, 7pm, Grove Theatre, Dunstable.  Tickets £10, £12, £15 with usual concessions
ITEM 8 – CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION
Minute 9139-07/12/11 – Central Beds Council have been advised that there are aspects of all the options that we would want to support, in the current libraries consultation, and many of those already take place here due to the configuration of the building.  Where we can, we could help provide other facilities not currently available.

ITEM 9 – CORRESPONDENCE
-
The St Mary’s Church Christmas Tree Festival Co-ordinator has thanked the Council for bringing a Christmas Tree to their recent festival.  They confirm that they raised a total of £1,252.59 towards the maintenance of the Church.
ITEM 7 – FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW
John Atkinson has asked for our views.
The points below are from a letter from Mr Atkinson following the recent CBC General Purposes Committee meeting where consideration was given to the proposal to create a new parish for the community of Fairfield:

1) The Committee resolved to consult on a proposal to create electoral wards within the area covered by the Town Council based on the existing polling districts.  The Committee would be interested to receive the Town Council’s views on this proposal.
2) It appears that one of the reasons why the Fairfield Action Group has submitted its application for a new parish relates to the fact that the residents of Fairfield feel that they are experiencing double taxation.  They pay an annual maintenance charge to one of three development companies operating on the site of the development and also contribute to the precept levied by the Town Council.  The Action Group contends that, in practice, the Town Council does not contribute to community projects in Fairfield and that the precept is absorbed entirely by other parts of the town.  The General Purposes Committee would like to know if the Town Council has any practical ideas about how this issue might be resolved.
ITEM 13 – STOTFOLD COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE
Phase 1 - £300k playing field/football pitches
Following the December meeting, Central Beds Council confirm the following:

· That the land and facilities on completion (at Arlesey Road) will be managed by Stotfold Town Council on a 25 year full repairing and insuring lease at a peppercorn rent with break clauses and proviso that should CBC decide to redevelop the site, CBC will relocate the facilities.  The agreement for this lease will be entered into prior to notice on the tenant being served.

· It is anticipated that the area of land that would be taken up by the development will be 4/5 acres to incorporate a number of junior and mini grass football pitches and toilets; access and car parking will also be provided.  The intention is to get the maximum development that can be achieved within the budget envelope.
Central Beds Council would like confirmation that having advised on these 2 matters that the Town Council is content to commence with the implementation of revised Phase 1.
Phase 2
We are awaiting further information from Jane Moakes (CBC) regarding land availability, and it is anticipated that this matter will be included for consideration on the February Council agenda.
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