

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD ON WEDNESDAY 4th JANUARY 2012 AT 7.30PM
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper





B Dack



S Dhaliwal

S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde




T Naisbitt


B Saunders (&CBC)



G Smith



L Stoter




Mrs C Turner

Also present:
Central Bedfordshire Councillor John Saunders, 2 members of the public and the Assistant Clerk

9149.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CIVIC ATTENDANCE


The Mayor has attended the following events since the last meeting:

· Central Bedfordshire Council’s Chairman’s Service, Dunstable, Sunday 11th December 2011
The Mayor, Councillors and spouses are invited to attend the following event:
· Central Bedfordshire Council’s Charity Concert ‘Let’s Face the Music’, Sunday 29th January 2012, 7pm, Grove Theatre, Dunstable. Tickets £10, £12, £15 with usual concessions
9150.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in the item relating to the Leisure Centre Project as she is a tenant of the Manor Farm Smallholdings, who also tenant the land in question. Councillors Dack and Smith declared an interest in the item relating to the Fairfield Community Governance Review  as they are members of the Fairfield Action Group.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

9151.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Mrs Haslett-Saunders 

9152.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

There were no Police representatives available for the meeting. A report for this month will be provided for members at the next Council meeting.  Councillor Dack reported that enough volunteers have been recruited to start up Street Watch in Fairfield Park, however the start of the scheme has been delayed due to lack of funds to provide insurance for the volunteers.  Councillor Mrs Hyde expressed a concern that the recent theft of lead and copper from various buildings around town are not being shown on reports. 
9153.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors.

9154.
PRESENTATION FROM BRIAN DUNLEAVY, DEMOCRATIC SERVICES MANAGER (CBC) ON THE TOPIC OF WARDING OF PARISHES.

Mr Dunleavy started his presentation by explaining that following the petition under LGA2007 to create a Community Council for Fairfield Park, every household in Stotfold had been consulted and the Principal Council met on 8.12.11 to consider the matter. It was at this meeting that the concept of warding was suggested as a way forward.


Mr Dunleavy then went on to explain warding and handed out maps of Stotfold showing existing polling districts in Stotfold.  He explained that large towns with clearly different communities use warding to better represent constituents.

· The same regulations to become a Town Councillor apply to become a Ward Councillor .
· The seats are allocated on a pro rata basis according to the number of registered electors in each ward. 
· Only people who live in the ward can propose or second candidates.
· Warding would make it easier to get elected as there are less people to convince.
· Warding can cause discrepancies in elections with one ward having uncontested elections, or not enough candidates, whilst in the same parish another ward may need to hold an election.
· If warding should go ahead there would be 2 wards in Stotfold – Stotfold North and Stotfold South. Usually in large towns there are clear divisions where warding happens.  North Stotfold would be difficult as there are no real differences in housing.

After explaining warding Mr Dunleavy then went on to confirm to members that a letter would be 
hand delivered to every household in Stotfold next week to ask for their views on warding.  The 
closing date for this consultation is 9th March 2012 and the results will be given at the General 
Purpose Committee on 11th April 2012.


Mr Dunleavy left the meeting at this point.

9155.
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW

Members were asked to consider and respond to the points from a letter  from John Atkinson, Head of Legal & Democratic Services, Central Beds Council regarding their recent General Purposes Committee meeting at which the Fairfield Community Governance Review was considered (detailed in the Clerks Report).

On the issue of the concept of creating electoral wards in Stotfold it was:

Resolved that a letter is sent to Central Beds Council stating that Stotfold Town Council believes that the concept of warding is not suitable for our town.


On the issue of Fairfield Residents feeling that they are experiencing double taxation it was:

Resolved that a letter is sent to Central Beds Council confirming that Stotfold Town Council will arrange meetings with all interested and relevant parties to talk through options available.


Further Resolved that the outcomes from the meeting are included in the next Town Council agenda
9156.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE COUNCIL MINUTES HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2011

The following amendments:


Last paragraph on page 2, change word “loaned” to “borrowed”


Page 4, 1st paragraph should read “Planners will not accede to”.

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th December 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendments:
Last paragraph on page 2 change word “loaned” to “borrowed”

Page 4, first paragraph should read “Planners will not accede to”

9157.
CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Minute 9139-07/12/11 –Members were advised that our comments have been sent to Central Bedfordshire Council with regard to the current libraries consultation.

9158.
CORRESPONDENCE

Members were advised that a letter from St Mary’s Church Christmas Tree Festival Co-Ordinator had been received thanking  the Council for bringing a Christmas Tree to their recent festival.  Councillor Mrs Cooper confirmed that the theme for this year’s tree had already been chosen.
9159.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Brian Saunders gave the following report:

· There is a meeting on Monday 9th January at Chicksands with Highways to discuss spending additional money allocated to their budgets. Councillor Mrs Bundock and Saunders will attend.
· He will investigate the cost of the recent installation of television screens at Chicksands.

· He will find out about the work carried out at Brunel Walk as it should have been finished before Christmas.
9160.
MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

There were no Member representative reports.

9161.
STOTFOLD COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE

Phase 1 - £300k playing field/football pitches


Following the December meeting, Central Beds Council confirm the following:


•
That the land and facilities on completion (at Arlesey Road) will be managed by Stotfold Town Council on a 25 year full repairing and insuring lease at a peppercorn rent with break clauses and proviso that should CBC decide to redevelop the site, CBC will relocate the facilities.  The agreement for this lease will be entered into prior to notice on the tenant being served.


•
It is anticipated that the area of land that would be taken up by the development will be 4/5 acres to incorporate a number of junior and mini grass football pitches and toilets; access and car parking will also be provided.  The intention is to get the maximum development that can be achieved within the budget envelope.


Phase 2


We are awaiting further information from Jane Moakes (CBC) regarding land availability, and it anticipated that this matter will be included for consideration on the February Council agenda


Central Beds Council would like confirmation that having advised on these 2 matters that the Town Council is content to commence with the implementation of revised Phase 1.

Resolved that “This council is prepared in principle to commence with the implementation of revised Phase 1, following confirmation of previous 
queries raised at December meeting.”


Further resolved that the Clerk and Chairman are to meet with Maurice 
Jones (CBC) to discuss the remaining loan sum to Central Beds Council.

9162.
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DRAFT BUDGET 2012/2013 CONSULTATION

Following the last public consultation on their Draft Budget, Central Beds Council have now agreed their Draft Budget and invite comments on their summary of the budget from the Town Council as a stakeholder, and members of the public.  A copy of the summary of the budget in a consultation document is enclosed for Members.  Copies are available for the public in the Town Council office and on www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations.  Members were reminded that the deadline for responses on the budget is 12noon 27th January 2012.
9163.
MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

i)
Members were provided with copies of the receipts records for December and asked to approve payments for December 2011.


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.


ii)
Members were provided with the income and expenditure record for end December 2011

Resolved that the income and expenditure report as at end December be noted.
9164.
PRECEPT 2012/2013

Members were asked to consider the recommendation from Establishment Committee minute 5167  (meeting of 21st December 2011) and approve the precept figure to be requested from Central Beds Council 
for the financial year 2012/2013.


Resolved that the sum of £318,734 is put forward to Central Beds Council as the sum required for the Precept for the Financial Year 2012/2013.
9165.
PLANNING COMMITTEE


14th December 2011

Councillor Hayes asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2011.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Hayes then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried

9166.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2011.

There were no recommendations from the Committee. The minutes were then carried.

9167.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st December 2011.

The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 21st December 2011

With the exception of minute 5167 (dealt with above), there were no recommendations from the Committee.   The minutes were then carried.

9168.
EVENTS COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Turner asked Members of the Council to note the minutes of the Events Committee held on Monday 5th December 2011.
9169.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

There were no questions.
9170.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

A lady from Stotfold called Joanne has won The Beds, Herts, Bucks Heart Radio’s ‘Big Town Showdown’.  Congratulations were forwarded to her!

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.37pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED
06/01/2012


