MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 2010 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper



Mrs M Cooper





S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde





Mrs L Lewin



B Saunders





D Savill



M Smith







Mrs C Turner



Mrs L Wilding
Also present:
Central Bedfordshire Councillors Street and Dalgarno, PC Lee Prutton and PCSO Lisa Antoine of Bedfordshire Police, 1 member of the electorate and the Assistant Clerk
8777.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Stotfold resident Elsie Beedle had won The Comet Good Neighbour Award sponsored by North Hertfordshire Homes
· Advised Members that Nicky Hunt had won two gold medals at the Commonwealth Games in October. Her parents live in Stotfold and she attended Roecroft School and Etonbury.
8778.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Bundock declared an interest in the agenda items relating to a grant payment to Stotfold Parents Association.  Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in the item relating to the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field nomination of Trustee as she is one of the Town Council’s representatives.
8779.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Stoter and Central Bedfordshire Councillor Saunders.

8780.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

PC Prutton circulated copies of the Crime Report for October, showing that all reported crime has decreased in the last twelve months.  There were a total of 19 reports of Anti-Social Behaviour during September, 25 reports of Crime which is a small decrease on the previous month, 4 reports of Violence Against the Person, 2 reports of Burglary, 3 reports of Criminal Damage, and 1 report of Theft From Motor Vehicle.  A copy of the report is appended to the minutes on file.


PC Lee Prutton and PCSO Lisa Antoine were thanked for attending and left the meeting.
8781.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS
· A resident queried if as the new rail link at Hitchin had been given the go ahead and if the preferred route for traffic was via the A1M and A507, whether a restriction for traffic using the Ford Bridge could be put in place as satellite navigation systems often directed drivers to use this route. Councillor Mrs Turner confirmed she would speak to Highways regarding this issue.
8782.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th OCTOBER 2010

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th October 2010 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


MATTERS ARISING

8783.
To receive a report from Member representatives on outside bodies (see minute 8674 -06/10/10)

A meeting will be set up in the New Year with the Stotfold Headteachers, Ian Kite of BEST, Town Council and Central Beds Councillors and Officers to try to find a solution to the problem of insufficient school places for the number of new houses being built.


CORRESPONDENCE

8784.
Sandy Christmas Fun Day

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Sunday 5th December 2010. Mince pies at 2.45pm in the Queen’s Head, Sandy, Christmas Lights Switch On 4.30pm and Christmas Street Fair and Market throughout the afternoon. Tickets £8 per person towards the Mayor’s charities. The Chairman is unable to attend.
8785.
Wellbeing Training

Responses from Members were requested regarding their availability to attend training sessions in January 2011.
8786.
Workshop on Buses

An invitation has been received inviting Members to attend a workshop on buses on 9th November.   Central Bedfordshire Councillor Dalgarno confirmed that Arlesey Mayor, Hugh Harper would be attending and would be happy to pass on any comments from this Council.
8787. 
Letter received from Alistair Burt MP regarding Fairfield Park

Members were circulated a letter from Alistair Burt MP.  Fairfield Park Residents Association have approached Mr Burt with a view to forming their own Parish Council. The Chairman confirmed he had met with Mr Smith and Mr Dack from the Residents Association on 17th September when they had requested to view the last three years audited accounts. The Chairman reported that they had mentioned in passing that they were considering forming their own Parish Council as they were paying a Management Company to provide services normally provided by a Parish Council. The Chairman also confirmed that he had informed Mr Dack and Mr Smith that members of the Residents Association would not necessarily be Members of the Parish Council as they would have to hold elections.
8788.
St Mary’s Church – Festival of Christmas Trees

An invitation has been received for the Council to submit a Christmas tree for the above event being held at St Mary’s Church.  Councillor Mrs Cooper will organise a Town Council tree.
8789.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Street gave the following report:

· Central Bedfordshire Council has received the decision from the Boundary Commission and Stotfold will now be linked with Langford.
· The Executive Meeting of Central Bedfordshire Council have issued a Press Release indicating where savings are to be made and this has been posted on their website. Savings will be made in procurement of goods and services, cutting the running costs of I.T., staff redundancies and reshaping of Youth Services. There will be no music funding for schools, the mobile library service will be discontinued and street lights will be turned off between midnight and 6am.
· Central Beds funding is made up of 29% grant from Government and the rest from Council Tax receipts. Of the £177 million budget 29% is allocated to adult social care, 18% to children’s services (inc education), 10% to refuse collection and 7% to Highways.
· 66 full time posts will be going in children’s services saving £915,000. In line with Central Beds policy, schools will be supported through Trusts.
· Stotfold has the most empty houses per population in Central Beds, as at 1st April 2010 there were 162 empty homes, 78 of which had been empty for more than 6 months, but less than 5 years and 2 that had been empty for more than 5 years.
· A Member queried when the decision regarding the cuts is taking place and whether Town and Parish Councils would consulted. Central Beds Councillor Street confirmed he would look into this.
8790.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Roecroft School Governors

Councillor Mrs Bundock, gave the following update on the relocation of the school:


There was a site meeting on Tuesday 2nd November. The playing field area is already being prepared and will be grass seeded soon if the weather permits. Landscaping will follow. The steel frame is going up fast and you can see this clearly from Grange Drive.  The contractors are still working with generators since the mains have not been bought to site. This is something the developers should have done and Central Beds Council should have ensured they did so. 

The School has a Time Line for the process of relocation and the Master Programme-Critical path has been given out by the contractors Morgan Sindall.  The build is currently two weeks behind schedule, but they are determined to catch up if at all possible.


At the update meeting in the afternoon, time was spent clarifying what is being provided under fixtures and fittings which will enable staff and governors to decided what the school has to supply and how to stretch a very limited budget as far as possible.


A newsletter will be going out with all the children so that families feel they are being involved and kept up to date.

8791.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

Central Beds Councillor Street reported that he had asked for information regarding the above Project at the recent Executive meeting and confirmed that £3.7 million is listed for the Leisure Centre in the financial years 2012-13.  Central Beds Council confirmed that they do not have the money now and cannot see when it will be available. This project is the 2nd largest in the County after Flitwick Leisure Centre and is being treated the same way. Councillor Street asked if it was Central Beds Council’s intention that this project will go ahead, but was told again that there is no money available.


Councillor Mrs Turner commented that the project must be started by 2012, or we risk losing the Section 106 money.

A member asked if Central Beds Council would be willing to borrow money from the Public Works Loan Board to fund this project as the Government has lifted the cap on Councils on borrowing, but Central Beds Councillor Dalgarno reported that this would be an expensive option and one he felt Central Beds would not be willing to do.

The Chairman reported that Jill Dickinson and Portfolio Holders did their own assessment of the Leisure Centre Project some while ago and didn’t allow Stotfold Town Council to see the assessment and make our own comments on it. The Chairman confirmed he had asked again to see the assessment.


The Chairman also reported that he had received a phone call this morning from a company interested in buying Roker Park on behalf of a construction company and that there may be decisions to make shortly, although the Town Council’s Solicitor needs to sort out legal issues with Central Beds before Roker Park could be sold.

8792.
TO APPOINT A TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE TO STAND ON ELEEMOSYNARY CHARITY OF WILLIAM FIELD CHARITY
Members were advised that due to Mr Michael Sharman’s term of office as a Trustee to the Charity ending on 30th November 2010, there is a vacancy for a Council appointed Trustee.  The term of office is for four years from the 1st December 2010.  The new Trustee does not have to be a Member of the Council.  Members were advised that Mr Sharman is willing to continue as a Trustee.  The current Trustees are:


The Vicar and the two Churchwardens as ex-officio Trustees


(Reverend Pat Quint, Miss Darge and Mrs Winters)


Two trustees nominated by the Town Council


(Mr Sharman and Councillor Mrs Hyde)


Two nominations were proposed and seconded: Mr Sharman and Councillor Hayes.  Councillor Mrs Hyde left the room whilst discussions and voting took place.



Resolved that 

i) Councillor Steve Hayes is appointed Council Trustee on the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field (254219), Stotfold.
ii) A letter is sent to Mr Michael Sharman to thank him for all his hard work during his time as a Council Trustee on the Charity.
8793.
TO APPROVE AMENDED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE REGARDING CITIZENS AWARD SCHEME

This was recommended by the Establishment Committee on 22nd September 2010, following Council’s approval of recommendation under minute 2060-23/06/10, and was adjourned from the last Council meeting. Members were previously provided with a copy of the recommended Terms of Reference.


Resolved that the amended terms of reference be approved.
8794.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR OCTOBER 2010

Members were previously provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for October 2010, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

8795.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR END OCTOBER 2010, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END OCTOBER 2010

Members were previously provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end October 2010, and it was:


Resolved that the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end October 2010 be noted.

8796.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

13th October 2010

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th October 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 13th October 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


27th October 2010



Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th October 2010.


The minutes were carried, with the following amendment: To request information from Central Beds Council why planning approval is granted when Stotfold Town Council object.

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 27th October 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8797.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th October 2010.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th October 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8798.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th October 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th October 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8799.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th October 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th October 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8800.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th October 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th October 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8801.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th October 2010.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:


Andrew Rook will be available from the middle of 2011.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th October 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried

8802.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING
Mr Glen Rickwood
As the Council’s response regarding the Ford Bridge has been referred back to the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee for clarification, would it be possible for the potential increase in traffic over the bridge due to the Hitchin Rail improvements be discussed at the same time. Councillor Mrs Cooper confirmed this would be discussed at the next meeting.
8803.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.28pm
CHAIRMAN
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