
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd FEBRUARY  2010 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper



Mrs M Cooper





S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde





B Saunders



D Savill







L Stoter



Mrs D Haslett-Saunders





Mrs L Lewin



M Smith
Also present:
PC Dave Needham, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Street, Mr Simon Ayers - Transport Manager for Central Bedfordshire, 23 members of the public, 1 member of the press and the Assistant Clerk.
8462.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcements.
8463.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests. Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest to declare, they should do so at that point.

8464.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Wilding and Mrs Turner.
8465.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

P.C. Needham confirmed that according to Home Office figures, Stotfold was listed as average for burglary, robbery, vehicle crime, violent crime and anti-social behaviour for December. There was one burglary in Stotfold in January and he would urge people to make sure that windows and gates were locked to prevent opportunist thieves.  He noted that Fen End had been a recent hot spot for burglaries from sheds and garages. There had been 2 incidents of vehicle theft from Stotfold and violent crime in Stotfold in January had been limited to one incident of domestic violence.

The police had been operating a Level 1 Plan in Stotfold for 4 weeks, this involves focusing other officers from Bedford and Luton into Stotfold and as a consequence 2 people have been arrested for drug offences. He is now working with Trading Standards to stop the selling of alcohol to underage drinkers.


Anti-social behaviour reports to the police by residents have gone down from 40 – 50 per month to 23 for January.


The dispersal order for Stotfold was considered, there are two powers to the dispersal order. Firstly groups of 2 or more youths are able to be moved on if the police consider them to be a nuisance and secondly under 16’s are taken home by the police after 9pm if not accompanied by a responsible adult.

Members debated the validity of obtaining a dispersal order and whether it would send out a negative message about Stotfold, but it was decided that it would add to the powers the police already had and that the police would only use it on groups of youths making trouble.
Resolved that the Council would support the police in obtaining a dispersal order for Stotfold.

P.C Needham also noted that during the bad weather Stotfold was the worst town to travel in for the emergency services due to lack of gritting.


Members thanked P.C. Needham for his report and he left at this point.

8466.
REPORT FROM SIMON AYRES, CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL TRANSPORT MANAGER ON LOCAL BUS ROUTES AND CONSIDERATION OF BUS ROUTE CONSULTATION

Members of the Council and the public were previously circulated copies of the consultation documents timetables to consider.

· Option 1 – 1 bus per hour to travel from Arlesey, Stotfold, Fairfield Park, Letchworth and Hitchin and back
· Option 2 – Bus service every half hour from Arlesey, Stotfold, Fairfield Park, Letchworth and back.

Developers of Fairfield Park have deposited a sum of money for a bus service under Section 106 agreements. However the money must be spent on a bus to and from Letchworth Station and Arlesey Station through West Drive. Arlesey Town Council would not support either of the above options only the route using West Drive.  At the moment West Drive is unsuitable for buses to travel on so the options above have been proposed in the interim while the legal aspect of the 106 money is sorted out.
Option 1 would mean the merger of the AGS Taxi service with the No 97 bus service, utilising smaller buses so that they would be able to turn round in Arlesey, but the service would be hourly. Option 2 would use bigger buses on an hourly service but wouldn’t be able to travel to Hitchin due to time constraints. Simon Ayres confirmed that Central Bedfordshire Council would not remove any of the bus services that are already in place whilst the consultation was going ahead and that the No 97 was a long way from the top of the list.

Councillors noted that Stotfold had been subjected to a large amount of house building without the necessary infrastructure in place to cope, and queried the communication between the Planning Department and the Transport Department at Central Bedfordshire Council. 
Resolved that Stotfold would like to have a half hourly service with late night option that goes to Hitchin to improve the service, and that an investigation should be started to link Stotfold with the rest of Bedfordshire with improved public transport links.


It was:

Further resolved that a letter is sent to Central Bedfordshire Council requesting that West Drive is prepared so that buses can travel through and that bollards are installed making it only available for buses.


Simon Ayres and most of the public left at this point.
8467.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

Mr Haskell: Boundary changes will weaken Stotfold.  Stotfold is big enough to stand alone. Town Plan shows we have more links to North Herts than Beds e.g. schools and hospital. We have no links to Langford which is over 5 miles away. The Chairman confirmed that last week Councillors had agreed to link to the Stotfold Central Bedfordshire Ward with Langford.
8468.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th JANUARY 2010 

The minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th January 2010 were previously circulated to Members, and it was:


Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th January 2010 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendments:

Minute 8442 – A member pointed out that he had asked for the cost for the office staff to carry out additional ongoing work and how much it costs per month for the delay in work starting on the community Leisure Centre Project.

Minute 8449 – A member queried that as the Council had voted on marketing Roker Park, why had this not been carried out, and if a decision is made by the Council and not carried out, could the Council be informed.


CORRESPONDENCE

8469. Ampthill Town Council – Mayor’s Spring Charity Sunday Lunch 
An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on 16th May 2010 at The Old Court House, Ampthill, at 12.00pm for 12.30pm. Tickets are £15.00 per person. The Chairman is unable to attend. Any Member wishing to attend is to advise the Clerk.

8470.
 Biggleswade Town Mayor’s Annual Civic Service

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Sunday 11th April at St Andrew’s Parish Church, Shortmead Street, Biggleswade at 3.00pm. The Chairman is able to attend.
8471.
Stotfold District Guide Association – Thinking Day Service

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event at St Mary’s Church, Stotfold on Sunday 28th February at 3.00pm. The Chairman is able to attend.
8472.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Street gave the following report:
· Central Bedfordshire Council is looking at budgets and are warning of turbulent days ahead.  £10 million is needed to be saved from the budget and all departments are to save 20%. One of the directors will be leaving and is not being replaced and departments will be merging.
· Councillor Street will be asking for Regent Street and bus routes through the town to be gritted. Roads are being repaired in Stotfold with potholes being given priority. Members were asked to be vigilant and report any potholes as soon as possible.
· Illegal parking in Stotfold is being addressed with civil enforcement officers from Dunstable being drafted in to patrol Stotfold 4-5 times a month. They will be targeting particular areas including Etonbury School and the One Stop shop in Regent Street.
· School Transport – Central Bedfordshire Council is looking at free school transport as it is 10 years since the guidelines were drawn up. A change to providing free school transport to children going to Faith Schools is being considered as Central Bedfordshire Council argue that it is parental choice and costs £2000.00 per child per year and affects 300 children. More information can be found on the Central Bedfordshire Council website and comments can be left there.
· Central Bedfordshire Council is launching “Education Vision” advocating groups of schools working together for children aged 9 to 18 years. This is to be discussed next month at the Executive Meeting at Central Bedfordshire Council. Schools are to consider moving to a school trust, pooling resources and staff.
· He was asked to clarify what remit do the Parking Enforcement Officers have over criminal and civil parking problems and whether we could have a copy of regulations.
· He was asked to chase on the matter of whether we will be having a cycle track on Hitchin Road.
8473.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES


Eleemosynary Charity
Councillor Mrs Hyde advised she had attended the AGM on 18th January 2010,  present were the Vicar Pat Quint, the 2 Churchwardens Maureen Winters and Mary Darge, the 2 Town Council representatives Michael Sharman and Jane Hyde and the clerk to the trustees, Richard Baines. Councillor Mrs Hyde was welcomed and signed the acceptance documents. There were no minutes of the previous AGM and none could be found. There were no financial documents – they were not available. Michael Sharman was elected as Chairman for the coming year with Maureen Winters as Vice Chairman.

At the Eleemosynary Charity Committee Meeting the financial report was given. Capital of £390,000, £20,000 on deposit, and £6348 in a current account. Capital is earning 0.5%, producing income of £1950. Solicitors fees yet to be paid also land agents. A grant of £9000 was offered to the Roe’s Education Charity and they took £6,400 of that.

The remit of the Eleemosynary Charity was discussed as it is still unchanged. “For the poor and needy of Stotfold” change should be “For the benefit of the people of Stotfold.” This still seems to be in the hands of the solicitor.

With regard to the 5 acre part of the allotment site at Common Road,  the charity is still trying to get the tenant to sign a tenancy agreement. The trustees are now using a different land agent. There is an outstanding bill for that work. It was decided to pursue the matter.

With regard to the 3 acre site, this has now been cleared.  A meeting was held on February 6th to decide about water, parking, fencing etc. A further meeting on will be held on February 10th to put that in writing. A meeting on  February 22nd will take place with representatives of the Town Council to look at the  Council admininstering the Common Road site. The current waiting list for the Norton Road allotment site stands at approximately 40, with 3 or 4 who specifically want the Common Road allotments.
8474.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

A member expressed concern regarding the tender documents for the above project. As he recalled, the documents should have been issued in October but the Council voted to allow a 3 month delay, which means the documents should have been issued in January. He would like Central Bedfordshire Council to put forward a case for the continuing delay or put the documents out to tender now.  Concern was also expressed that Central Bedfordshire Council is unable to cope with the tendering process.

8475.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE TOWN PLAN STEERING GROUP

Members were previously provided with copies of minutes of the Steering Group meeting held on 6th January 2010.
· Since 6th January Councillor Mrs Clarey and Glenn Rickwood have visited Character Press in Baldock and have “fine combed” the Town Plan for any errors and inconsistencies. The high resolution documents are now with the printers and the proofs are expected any day now and they will be assessing the colour quality before printing begins.

· The 8 page summary will be inserted (stitched) into the March Edition of Stotfold News. The group would like to thank Claire Chouffot for allowing this to happen.

· The final, but informal meeting of the Steering Group will be held mid/late February when they have the documents in their hands.
· A final report on the activities of the Steering Group will be at the next full Town Council meeting on March 3rd 2010.
8476.
TO CONSIDER VENUES AND DATES FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL DINNER IN APRIL
 Each Member will pay out of his/her own pocket for this dinner and the cost will not be met from the Council Tax.
Resolved that the Town Council dinner is held at the Fox and Duck on 17th April 2010 and menus will be circulated to all members.
8477.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR JANUARY 2010 

Members were provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for January 2010, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted. 
8478.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR END JANUARY 2010, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END JANUARY 2010 

Members were provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end January 2010.

Resolved that the income and expenditure record for end January together with the bank balances as at end January 2010 be noted.  
8479.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

13th January 2010


Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th January 2010.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 13th January 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

27th January 2010
Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th January 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 27th January 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8480.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE


Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th January 2010.

The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 13th January 2010.

There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8481.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th January 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 27th January 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee. The minutes were then carried.
8482
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE


Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th January 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee held on Wednesday 20th January 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee. The minutes were then carried.
8483. CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Lewin declared an interest in minute 3085.

Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th January 2010.

The minutes were carried.

Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee held on Wednesday 20th January 2010. 

There were no recommendations from the Committee. The minutes were then carried.
8484.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THIS EVENING’S MEETING

Mr Mick Haskell

Referred to Central Beds Councillor Street’s report regarding Central Bedfordshire Council’s need to ‘trim’ £10million from its budget, lose 20% per department, and merge other departments with cuts to head count.  Mr Haskell pointed out that at a meeting in the Memorial Hall prior to the vote on Unitary conversion, the now Central Beds Leader Councillor Mrs Tricia Turner had advised that ‘significant savings had already been identified as a result of the formation of Central Beds as a unitary authority’.  He felt that this was clearly not true and was misleading.

Also referred to Councillor Street’s report from the last meeting regarding gypsy and traveller sites, and where Councillor Tom Nichols, Central Beds Portfolio Holder states that ‘he’ would decide which gypsy and traveller sites would go forward to the full Council for decision.  Mr Haskell has complained to the Leader of the Council, who responded as follows ‘the Director of Sustainable Communities, in conjunction with the Portfolio Holder, has delegation to sign off Local Development Framework documents for public consultation…, with another recommendation to the Portfolio Holder, who will, in conjunction with the Director, agree the final site list for consultation, with regard to the recommendations of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Also referred to Section 106 Agreements for Stotfold, and in particular asked that someone challenges Central Beds’ apparent reliance on this funding route for Stotfold infrastructure improvements.  He feels that to have S106 money deposited and not accessible is not acceptable, and queried how much more S106 money is inaccessible but on deposit. 
8485.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY


The Clerk has had confirmation that she has passed her CILCA examination.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 10.23pm
CHAIRMAN
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