

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2011 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper





B Dack



S Dhaliwal





Mrs D Haslett-Saunders

S Hayes





Mrs J Hyde


T Naisbitt





B Saunders


G Smith





L Stoter



Mrs C Turner

Also present:
PCSO Laura Wilson, Central Beds Councillor John Saunders, 3 members of the public, and the Clerk

9101.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CIVIC ATTENDANCE

Councillor Brian Collier, Mayor, has attended the following events since the last meeting:

· Stotfold Mill & Nature Reserve – official visit by the Duke of Kent, 25th October 2011
The Mayor has been invited to attend:

· Sandy Town Council – Christmas Fun Day, 4th December 2011, 2pm
· Flitwick Town Council – St Andrew’s Dinner, 30th November 2011, 7.30pm, Rufus Centre
Members were reminded that the Remembrance Sunday parade and service is taking place on Sunday 13th November, 2.30pm start at the memorial in the Cemetery, followed by a parade to St Mary’s Church.

9102.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in the Planning minutes for approval, in particular planning decision notice CB/11/02631 3 Rook Tree Lane.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

9103.
APOLOGIES

There were no apologies for absence as all Members were present.

9104.
REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

PCSO Laura Wilson gave the following report:


There were 14 incidents of Anti Social Behaviour in October, 9 less than September.  There were 3 Burglaries – 1 in Brook Street, 1 attempted Chequers Close, 1 in The Gardens.  There were 2 Burglaries Other – 1 on Arlesey Road, 1 on High Street.  There was 1 Theft From Motor Vehicle on Dickens Boulevard.

There has been an increase in lead thefts in October, areas targeted have been Alexander Road, Francis Close and a few other areas in Stotfold.


It was noted that a Streetwatch patrol was carried out on Halloween and it was very quiet with lots of younger children and parents.


PCSO Wilson advised that she was aware of the recent phone call to a resident from someone purporting to be from the crime unit and asking the resident for details on their house security.  This has been dealt with.

9105.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

Glenn Rickwood

Queried who had the contract for cutting the verges in the Malthouse Lane and Mill Lane area, as when they have recently been cut, large amounts of litter were revealed.  He was advised that Highways carry out the verge cutting in that area, and that the litter will be reported to Central Beds Council.  They will also be asked for details on their schedule for hedge/verge cutting in that area.


He also pointed out that there is a large mound of rubble in the verge in Mill Lane close to the Cemetery and wanted it removed as it could encourage fly tipping.  He was advised that this is on tenanted land and was put there at the request of the farmer to prevent unauthorised access to his field.

9106.
 TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2011

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 5th October 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendment – Councillor  Saunders’ name to be added to the apologies given.
9107.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2011

Resolved that the minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Tuesday 18th October 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

9108.
CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION
· Minute 9075-05/10/11 – Central Beds Council have advised that they are looking into the possibility of carrying out a housing needs assessment for Stotfold as requested.
· Minute 9082-05/10/11 – the Council has supported Option 1 in the consultation on proposed changes to children’s centres (rearrange all existing Children’s Centres into 9 clusters), stressing that it is vital and necessary to have the Children’s Centre based in Stotfold.
· Minute 9085-05/10/11 – the Council’s response to Central Beds regarding the Fairfield Community Governance Review has been submitted.
9109.
CORRESPONDENCE

Central Bedfordshire Council - Town & Parish Councils Budget Meeting
An invitation has been received for two representatives of the Council to attend the above meeting taking place on Wednesday 25th January 2012 at Priory House, Chicksands from 7pm to 8.30pm.  It will be a general conference to discuss their 2012/13 budget and to gather feedback on their draft budget.  They will forward their proposals in December once they have been published. They confirm that following previous consultations, they will now be holding separate Town Council Conferences and Parish Council Conferences.  The Chairman hopes to attend, any other Member wishing to attend should advise the Clerk.

9110.
 TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Brian Saunders gave the following report:

· Advised on the disappointing turnout for the recent Let’s Talk Together event.  There were approximately 15 people in attendance, with approximately 6 from Stotfold, and the rest were previous or current Councillors from Shefford and Arlesey.  The event was well advertised by Central Beds Council.  It was pointed out that the reason for low attendance may have been because it was held during the half term break.
· The government has allocated £1.06m to Bedfordshire for superfast broadband, which will include the 21,000 houses in Central Bedfordshire.  The allocation is to top up money from broadband suppliers to ensure that everyone in the area has superfast broadband by 2015.  To access these funds Central Beds Council is required to produce a Local Broadband Plan and this is now being developed.

· Following the recent libraries consultation, a further consultation started on 25th October to ask residents what they want the future library and the services it provides to look like.  The consultation is available on the Central Beds Council website and closes on 18th January.

· Central Bedfordshire Council is one of 75 areas selected by central government for a local health watch.  It will provide the public information to help them choose their health and care services and have access to other information.  A Wellbeing Board is being set up by Central Beds Council for this purpose.

· Reminded those present that the new non-emergency phone number for the Police is 101.
· Confirmed that he is no further forward on chasing Central Beds and the developers regarding the Queen Street road and footway works.

Councillor John Saunders gave the following report:

· Apologised for not being able to attend the last meeting which meant that Council could not consider its views on the Langford Wind Farm.  Langford Parish Council was looking to this Council for support to oppose the wind farm on the visual impact it could have.  Central Beds Council has refused the planning application on noise and the visual impact, but the Co-op is now appealing that decision.  Tomorrow evening (3rd November) an open forum is being held as part of the appeal process for the public to address the Planning Inspector, in Langford Village Hall, 7.30pm.

· Referred to the Duke of Kent’s recent visit to the Mill Nature Reserve.  The Duke toured the reserve and met other dignitaries and a very enjoyable afternoon was had by all.

9111.
MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

As Roecroft School’s Community Governor, Councillor Mrs Bundock gave the following report:

“The school has now reopened on the new site and the children have moved in on 1st November.  They had their own little opening ceremony and a formal opening should follow in the New Year.  It has been very hard work to move out and close down the old site and move to the new site in just one week.


As much as possible of the old furniture and equipment not being taken to the new building has been recycled, with a large amount going to a school in difficulties, some to Fairfield Park Community Hall and to various other local community groups.


The school looks impressive both inside and out.


Unfortunately it is already proving to be too small.  It is a two form entry school, but already they are unable to offer places to 4 year olds as they have in the past and as our other local schools do, only rising to 5’s.  Class size for the younger children is limited to 30.  Although there is spare capacity at the moment for older children, admitting over number or having mixed age classes now would mean doing so knowing you have no way to accommodate all of them later.  This is not a decision taken by the school, but by the admissions office.


Perhaps Central Beds Council would like to explain what action they intend to take to satisfy the need for school places for our younger children since all our three lower schools are struggling to cope”


Councillor Brian Saunders advised that he would pass on the above comments to the relevant Portfolio Holder and also the minutes of a meeting held with the Schools and the Portfolio Holder some time ago and request a response to the query over school numbers and available places.

As the Town Council’s representative on Stotfold Scouts, Councillor Smith gave the following report:


“He has found the Stotfold Scouts to be a flourishing and admirable group, and they have no current issues”.

9112.
TOWN PLAN ACTION IMPLEMENTATION GROUP

Councillor Mrs Clarey gave the following report:


“The Town Plan Implementation Group have not met formally since the last full Town Council meeting, however I can report that Stotfold residents who need the support of the Citizens Advice Bureau will be able to access this service here in the Simpson Centre every Tuesday and Thursday morning from 9.30am to 12.30pm, starting from 29th November.  You will note in the Town Plan – Health & Social Care (pg22 – 12.4) that this was given high priority, and it has all but been realised.  With thanks to the Town Council, and the Clerk and her team for allowing ‘Action Point’ to be reinstated.


A meeting has been arranged for 10th November with a senior representative of the Co-op involved with strategy and planning.  This will involve members of the Town Plan Implementation Group and some members of the Town Council with a formal agenda.  I have to congratulate Pam Manfield for her persistence in the arrangements for this meeting.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday November 15th at 2.00pm in the Simpson Centre, where the main focus will be farmers’ markets with Councillor Ken Pollard from Shefford who has started and is still heavily involved with the Saturday Market.  All are welcome”

9113.
COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

The Chairman advised that the details of Option 1 as agreed at the recent Special Council meeting have been sent off to Central Bedfordshire Council.

9114.
LAND SOUTH OF STOTFOLD – ADDITIONAL HOUSING

Members were previously provided with a copy of a letter from Hallam Land Management, together with a plan showing a proposed additional 28 dwellings on the Land South of Stotfold development, showing how they could be accommodated on part of the land previously proposed for public open space.  The plans also show how the balance of the public open space across the site will be laid out.  The Land South of Stotfold Section 106 Agreement provides for a requirement of a payment of 66% of the Market Value of the playing field land to be paid to the Council as development occurs.  The developers have asked for the Town Council’s support in principle for the proposition.


Resolved that this Council supports in principle the proposal for additional 28 dwellings on Parcel 2 of the Land South of Stotfold.


Councillor Mrs Turner requested that her name be recorded as voting against this resolution.


Following further discussion it was:


Further resolved that the developers are asked to reconfigure the housing layout for these additional 28 dwellings to run as a north/south alignment on the eastern side of the open space area to maintain a green strip from the rear of the community building to the A507 boundary.

9115.
ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS – BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND – REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

Members were asked to consider the alternative proposals from Central Bedfordshire Council to the 2013 Review of Parliamentary Constituency Boundaries document.  Stotfold has now been moved from Letchworth CC to North Bedfordshire CC.  Stotfold is still grouped with Arlesey, and Langford & Henlow have been moved to Mid Bedfordshire CC.  A copy of the relevant sections of the proposal was copied to Members.  Written representations should be made to the Boundary Commission by 5th December 2011.


Resolved that a letter is sent to Central Bedfordshire Council to advise that this Council supports their alternative proposals for the constituency boundaries, and also a response to the Boundary Commission for England to support Central Bedfordshire Council’s alternative proposals.
9116.
MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

i)
Members were provided with copies of the receipts records and asked to approve payments for October 2011.


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

ii)
Members were provided with the income and expenditure record for end October. 


Resolved that the income and expenditure report as at end October 2011 be noted. 

9117.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

12th October 2011

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12th October 2011.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:


In ‘also present’ Councillor Hayes’ name to be added.

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 12th October 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried


26th October 2011

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 26th October 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 26th October 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


Note: Members were reminded that recommendations from the following Committee minutes relating to estimates figures only are to be referred to the Establishment Committee prior to being ratified by full Council.

9118.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12th October 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 12th October 2011.


Members then considered the recommendations from minute 6463:

· That the charges for the adult games for 2012/2013 are increased to £30 per game, the charge for junior games for 2012/2013 remain at £65 per season per team.
· That the charge for the Junior Football Club’s use of The Green for 2012/2013 is increased to £55 per team per season.
· That the Junior Football Club’s use of the Riverside Playing Field for 2012/2013 is increased to £55 per team per season.
· That the hire of The Green for Dean’s Fair/other circus/fair visits for 2012/2013 remains at £30 per non-opening day, and increased to £75 per opening day.
· That the hire of the Multi Use Games Area for 2012/2013 is increased to £18 per hour session adult use, £11 per hour junior use, and tennis £8 per hour.
· That the two MUGA caretaker wages are increased by 4% for 2012/2013.
The recommendations were resolved.

The minutes were then carried.

9119.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 19th October 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 19th October 2011.


Members then considered the recommendation from minute 3227:

· That the 2012/2013 charges for Stotfold Cemetery are increased as per appended charges list.
The minutes were then carried.

9120.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 19th October 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management meeting held on Wednesday 19th October 2011.


Members then considered the recommendations from minute 3239:
· That the session charge for 3 hours (Simpson Centre) is increased from £19 to £20 for 2012/2013.

· That the charges for the Memorial Hall are increased for 2012/2013 as below:

	Saturday/sunday
	
	pER hOUR

	Main Hall,  Kitchen & Extension
	
	12.50

	Extension only
	
	8.50

	Rear Hall
	
	8.50

	Bar                             £31.50 per session

	WEEKDAYS
	
	PER HOUR

	Main Hall, Kitchen & Extension
	
	10.50

	Extension only
	
	7.50

	Rear Hall
	
	7.50

	Bar                             £31.50 per session


The Saturday rate for the hire of all rooms of the Memorial Hall from 9am to 12.30am remains at £300.

And recommendations from minute 3241:
· That the wages for the caretaker and part-time caretaker are frozen for 2012/2013.

The minutes were then carried.

9121.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 26th October 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 26th October 2011.


There were no recommendations, other than those relating to estimates, and the minutes were then carried.

9122.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 26th October 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 26th October 2011.


Members then considered the recommendation from minute 2161:

· That the four members of office staff receive an incremental increase as per their contracts, with the exception of the Clerk who has reached the top of her spinal grade.
The minutes were then carried.

9123.
EVENTS COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Turner asked Members of the Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Events Committee meeting held on Tuesday 11th October 2011

There were no recommendations, the minutes were then carried. 

9124.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

Glenn Rickwood

Again queried whether the Town Council thinks the rubble and fence previously referred to in this meeting situated in Mill Lane enhances the town and whether it feels it should actively seek to have it removed.

A discussion took place as to whether this was on private land or highways verge and it was felt to be on tenanted farm land.


This matter will be referred to the next meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee for their response.

9125.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.06pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED
07/11/11


